
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT ACT 2005 (WA) 

Sections 67, 70 and 72A 

CLOSE CONTACT MODIFICATION (SCHOOLS AND APPROVED EDUCATION 
FACILITIES) DIRECTIONS 

The World Health Organization declared COVID-19 a pandemic on 11 March 2020. 

On 15 March 2020, the Minister for Emergency Services declared a state of emergency with 

effect from 12 am on 16 March 2020 in respect of the pandemic caused by COVID-19 pursuant 

to section 56 of the Emergency Management Act 2005 (WA) (Act) (State of Emergency). The 

State of Emergency applies to the State of Western Australia. 

I, Christopher John Dawson, Commissioner of Police and State Emergency Coordinator, now 

give the following directions pursuant to my powers under sections 67, 70 and 72A of the Act. 

PREAMBLE 
1. These directions facilitate continued attendance at schools and approved education 

facilities by certain students who are close contacts, while limiting the spread of 

COVID-19 in Western Australia. 

CITATION 

2. These directions may be referred to as the Close Contact Modification (Schools and 

Approved Education Facilities) Directions. 

COMMENCEMENT 
3. These directions come into effect at 12:01 am on 10 March 2022. 

OPERATION OF THESE DIRECTIONS 

4. These directions modify the operation of the COVID Transition (Testing and 

Isolation) Directions (No 4) in relation to ce1iain students in the manner set out in 

these directions. 

5. At any time when a student does not meet the requirements of paragraph 6, that student 

must continue to comply with the COVID Transition (Testing and Isolation) 

Directions (No 4). 



DIRECTIONS 
Limited exemption from isolation requirements for certain students 

6. Notwithstanding the COVID Transition (Testing and Isolation) Directions (No 4), and 

subject to paragraph 7, a student who is a close contact but is not: 

(a) a diagnosed person; 

(b) a household close contact; or 

(c) displaying symptoms, 

may leave their isolation premises solely for an approved purpose during their 

isolation period. 

Obligations on students and parents where students leave their isolation premises during 
the isolation period 
7. A student who leaves their isolation premises for an approved purpose pursuant to 

these directions must: 

(a) continue to comply with all other requirements of the COVID Transition 

(Testing and Isolation) Directions (No 4) as modified by these directions, 

including any provisions with respect to testing; and 

(b) actively monitor for symptoms during their isolation period; and 

( c) if they develop symptoms while outside their isolation premises, return to 

their isolation premises at the earliest practicable time, and then: 

(i) be able to provide acceptable evidence of a rapid antigen test for 

the student; or 

(ii) present for a PCR test; and 

(d) if they become a diagnosed person while outside their isolation premises, 

return to their isolation premises at the earliest practicable time; and 

(e) notwithstanding the COVID Transition (Face Covering) Directions (No 3), 

subject to the face covering exceptions, wear a face covering at all times 

when not at their isolation premises and it is safe to do so. 
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8. Where a student is required to leave their school or approved education facility in the 

circumstances to which paragraph 7(c) or 7(d) applies, the person must travel to their 

isolation premises: 

(a) wherever practicable, only with a member or members of their own 

household or alone if old enough to do so; and 

(b) in any event, not by way of bus, train or other form of mass public transport 

unless there is no practicable alternative available. 

9. Where a student to whom paragraph 7 applies is a child under the age of 16 years, the 

parent or guardian of the child must take all reasonable steps to ensure that the child 

complies with the requirements of paragraphs 7(a) to 7(d) and paragraph 8. 

Note: nothing in these directions operates to release a parent or guardian of a student from 

obligations, including isolation requirements, that parent or guardian has under the COVID 

Transition (Testing and Isolation) Directions (No 4), or any other direction. 

INTERPRETATION 

10. Unless specified otherwise, any reference in these directions to any other direction 

made by the State Emergency Coordinator is deemed to be a reference to that direction 

as amended or replaced from time to time. 

DEFINITIONS 

11. Approved education facility means: 

(a) a community kindergarten; or 

(b) an approved education and care service. 

12. Approved education and care service has the same meaning as in the Education and 

Care Services National Law (WA) Act 2012. 

Note: approved education and care services include long day care services and family 

day care services. 

13. Approved purpose means any of the following: 

(a) attending schools and approved education facilities, including during the 

student's pre-compulsory education period or early education period; or 

(b) attending before school care or after school care; or 
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( c) attending sporting, music or cultural training, practice, or events that take 

place at the relevant school, are organised tlu-ough the relevant school and 

are held immediately before or after school as an adjunct to the school day, 

such as music lessons and co-curricular programs; or 

( d) travelling between the student's usual place of residence and a location 

contemplated in paragraph 13(a), (b) or (c). 

14. Close contact has the same meaning that it has in the COVID Transition (Testing and 

Isolation) Directions (No 4). 

Note: a close contact does not include a diagnosed person ·within the meaning of the 

COVID Transition (Testing and Isolation) Directions (No 4). 

15. Community kindergarten has the same meaning as in the School Education Act I 999 

(WA). 

16. Diagnosed person has the same meaning as in the COVID Transition (Testing and 

Isolation) Directions (No 4). 

17. Early education period has the same meaning as in the School Education Act 1999 

(WA). 

18. Face covering means a disposable surgical mask or fitted cloth mask that covers the 

nose and mouth (but does not include a face shield). 

19. Face covering exceptions means one of the exceptions set out in paragraph 8(c), (d), 

(e), (f), (h), U), (k), (p), (q), (r), (v) and (w) of the COVID Transition (Face Coverings) 

Directions (No 3) provided that the requirement of paragraphs 8(x) and 8(y) of those 

directions must also be satisfied. 

20. Household close contact means a person who is a close contact pursuant to paragraph 

(a) of the definition of 'close contact' in the COVID Transition (Testing and Isolation) 

Directions (No 4), but excludes a person who would, but for this exclusion, be a 

household close contact only by reason of living at the same boarding school or 

residential acconunodation facility as diagnosed person, provided such person has not 

shared a bedroom with a diagnosed person or consumed a meal while sitting 

immediately adjacent to a diagnosed person. 

21. Isolation period has the same meaning that it has in the COVID Transition (Testing 

and Isolation) Directions (No 4). 
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22. Isolation premises, in relation to a person, means the premises where the person is 

required to remain in their isolation period in accordance with the isolation 

requirements. 

23. Isolation requirements has the same meaning that it has in the COVID Transition 

(Testing and Isolation) Directions (No 4). 

24. PCR test has the same meaning that it has in the COVID Transition (Testing and 

Isolation) Directions (No 4). 

25. Pre-compulsory education period has the same meaning as in the School Education 

Act 1999 (WA). 

26. School means a school within the meaning of that term in the School Education Act 

1999 (WA). 

27. Student means a person emolled at a school, a community kindergarten or an 

approved education and care service. 

28. Symptoms means any one or more of the following: 

(a) a fever of 37.5 degrees or above; or 

(b) a recent history of fever; or 

( c) symptoms of acute respiratory infection (including, but without limitation, 

shortness of breath, a cough or sore throat); or 

( d) a loss of smell or taste. 

PENALTIES 

It may be an offence not to comply with any of these directions, punishable by imprisonment 

for up to 12 months or a fine of up to $50,000 or $250,000 for a body corporate. 

Christopher John Dawson 
Commissioner of Police and State Emergency Coordinator 

� March 2022 \ l 4--7 hours 
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