
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT ACT 2005 (WA) 

Sections 67, 70 and 72A 

CONTROLLED BORDER FOR WESTERN AUSTRALIA DIRECTIONS 

MODIFICATION DIRECTIONS 

The World Health Organization declared COVID-19 a pandemic on 11 March 2020. 

On 15 March 2020, the Minister for Emergency Services declared a state of emergency with 

effect from 12 a.m. on 16 March 2020 in respect of the pandemic caused by COVID-19 

pursuant to section 56 of the Emergency Management Act 2005 (WA) (Act) (State of 

Emergency). The State of Emergency applies to the State of Western Australia. 

I, Christopher John Dawson, Commissioner of Police and State Emergency Coordinator, now 

give the following directions pursuant to my powers under sections 67, 70 and 72A of the Act. 

PREAMBLE 

1. The purpose of these directions is to modify the operation of the Controlled Border for 

Western Australia Directions and other directions in respect of certain persons who have 

been in New South Wales in the 14 days prior to their entry into Western Australia 

following recent community transmission of COVID-19 in New South Wales, and to 

otherwise help prevent the importation of COVID-19 into Western Australia. 

CITATION 

2. These directions may be referred to as the Controlled Border for Western Australia 

Directions Modification Directions. 

COMMENCEMENT 

3. These directions come into effect upon signing. 

DIRECTIONS 

Modified operation of the Controlled Border for Western Australia Directions and other 

directions 

Note: the effect of these directions is to exclude from quarantine and presentation for testing 

requirements certain persons who enter Western Australia after 12.01 am on 18 December 

2020 and who had been in New South Wales in the 14 days prior to their entry into Western 

Australia, but not at any time after 12.01 am on II December 2020. These directions also 
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ensure that certain persons who enter Western Australia after 12. 0 I am on 18 December 2020 

and who had direct contact with another person who had been in New South Wales, but not at 

any time after 12. 0 I am on 11 December 2020, are not required to comply with quarantine or 

presentation for testing requirements. 

These directions do not modify the operation of the Controlled Border for Western Australia 

Directions or other directions in respect of international arrivals or a person who had been in 

New Zealand and another Australian State or Territory in the 14 days prior to their entry into 

Western Australia. Such persons must comply with applicable requirements under the 

Controlled Border for Western Australia Directions or other directions, as the case may be. 

4. A person other than an international arrival or a person falling within paragraph 6(b) 

of the Controlled Border for Western Australia Directions as amended or replaced from 

time to time who enters Western Australia after these directions come into effect and, in 

the 14 days before the person enters Western Australia, the person: 

( a) was in New South Wales but not at any time after the relevant time; or 

(b) had knowingly been in direct contact with a person who, in the 14 day period 

prior to the direct contact, had been in New South Wales but not at any time 

after the relevant time, 

is not required to comply with: 

( c) any requirement to quarantine under or pursuant to the Controlled Border for 

Western Australia Directions as amended or replaced from time to time or a 

specified arrangement; or 

( d) any requirement to present for testing in the Presentation for Testing Directions 

(No 11) as amended or replaced from time to time. 

5. A person other than an international arrival or a person falling within paragraph 6(b) of 

the Controlled Border for Western Australia Directions as amended or replaced from 

time to time who entered Western Australia after 12.01 am on 18 December 2020 but 

prior to these directions coming into effect and, in the 14 days before the person entered 

Western Australia, the person had: 

(a) been in New South Wales but not at any time after the relevant time; or 

(b) knowingly been in direct contact with a person who, in the 14 day period prior 

2 



to the direct contact, had been in New South Wales but not at any time after the 

relevant time, 

is no longer required to comply with: 

( c) any requirement to quarantine under or pursuant to the Controlled Border for 

Western Australia Directions as amended or replaced from time to time or a 

specified arrangement; or 

( d) any requirement to present for testing in the Presentation for Testing Directions 

(No 11) as amended or replaced from time to time. 

DEFINITIONS 

6. Affected aircraft means an aircraft which originated from a place outside of Western 

Australia. 

7. Affected vessel has the same meaning that it has in the Maritime Crew Directions as 

amended or replaced from time to time. 

8. Aircraft includes any vehicle for travelling by air. 

9. Direct contact means: 

(a) more than 15 minutes of face-to-face contact in any setting; or 

(b) more than 2 hours in the same room. 

10. Enter means: 

(a) disembark from an affected aircraft onto land anywhere in Western Australia 

and leave the terminal or airstrip where the plane landed; or 

(b) disembark from an affected vessel or a formerly affected vessel onto land 

anywhere in Western Australia; or 

( c) cross the border into Western Australia by rail; or 

( d) cross the border into Western Australia by road; or 

( e) cross the border into Western Australia by any other means, 

and entered has a corresponding meaning. 

11. Formerly affected vessel has the same meaning that it has in the Maritime Crew 

Directions as amended or replaced from time to time. 
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12. International arrival means a person who, in the 14 days before the person enters or 

entered W estem Australia: 

( a) had been in a place that is outside Australia other than New Zealand; or 

(b) had been in New Zealand and has not entered W estem Australia via another 

Australian State or Territory. 

13. Relevant time means 12.01am on 11 December 2020. 

14. Specified arrangement has the same meaning that it has in the Controlled Border for 

W estem Australia Directions as amended or replaced from time to time. 

PENALTIES 

It may be an offence not to comply with any of these directions, punishable by imprisonment 

for up to 12 months or a fine ofup to $50,000. 

Christopher John Dawson 
Commissioner of Police and State Emergency Coordinator 

\ � December 2020 \ � \ 4 hours 
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