
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT ACT 2005 (WA) 

Sections 67 and 72A 

CRUISE VESSELS DIRECTIONS (NO 2) 

The World Health Organization declared COVID-19 a pandemic on 11 March 2020. 

On 15 March 2020, the Minister for Emergency Services declared a state of emergency with 

effect from 12 am on 16 March 2020 in respect of the pandemic caused by COVID-19 pursuant 

to section 56 of the Emergency Management Act 2005 (WA) (Act). The state of emergency 

applies to the State of Western Australia. 

I, Colin John Blanch, Acting Commissioner of Police and State Emergency Coordinator, now 

give the following directions pursuant to my powers under sections 67 and 72A of the Act. 

PREAMBLE 

1. These directions set out the requirements that apply to cruise vessels disembarking 

persons onto land in Western Australia, or embarking persons from land in Western 

Australia, and are for the purpose of limiting the spread of COVID-19 in Western 

Australia. 

Note: these directions set out the requirements that apply in relation to cruise vessels. 

Any person entering Western Australia must comply 'With all other applicable 

requirements, including the COVJD Transition (Interstate and International Border) 

Directions, unless othenvise provided in these directions. 

CITATION 

2. These directions may be refe1Ted to as the Cruise Vessels Directions (No 2). 

COMMENCEMENT 

3. These directions come into effect upon signing. 

REVOCATION AND TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS 

4. The Cruise Vessels Directions (revoked directions) are revoked. 

5. Despite paragraph 4, if a person was subject to a requirement in the revoked directions 

immediately before the date and time specified in paragraph 3, the person must 

continue to comply with that requirement to the same extent that the person would if 

the revoked directions had not been revoked. 



6. Any approval given by the State Emergency Coordinator or the Chief Health Officer, 

or a person authorised by either the State Emergency Coordinator or the Chief Health 

Officer, under paragraph 4 of the revoked directions continues in effect as if it was 

made under paragraph 8 of these directions. 

7. Any cruise vessel declaration made and submitted under the revoked directions 

continues in effect as if it was made and submitted under these directions. 

DIRECTIONS 

8. The master and cruise operator of a cruise vessel must ensure that no person embarks 

the cruise vessel from land in Western Australia, or disembarks the cruise vessel onto 

land in Western Australia unless: 

(a) the cruise vessel is an approved vessel; and 

(b) the cruise operator has a COVID-19 management plan in relation to the 

cruise vessel and the cmise; and 

(c) a cruise vessel declaration in relation to the cruise vessel has been completed 

and submitted to the following email address: 

SHICC.PHAB@health.wa.gov. au, 

or the State Emergency Coordinator or the Chief Health Officer, or a person 

authorised by either the State Emergency Coordinator or the Chief Health Officer for 

that purpose, has given written approval for any person to embark or disembark the 

cruise vessel, and any condition to which that approval is subject has been complied 

with. 

Note: any person who is in Western Australia must comply with all other applicable 

directions, including the COVID Transition (Face Covering) Directions (No 5) and 

the Remote Aboriginal Communities Directions (No 5). 

9. A cruise vessel declaration must be completed and submitted by an employee or 

officer of the cruise operator who has authority to complete and submit the cruise 

vessel declaration on behalf of the cruise operator. 

10. The person who completes a cruise vessel declaration must do so truthfully. 

11. The cruise operator must take all reasonable steps to ensure that the cruise vessel 

declaration is true and complete. 
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INTERPRETATION 

12. Unless specified otherwise, any reference in these directions to any other direction 

made by the State Emergency Coordinator is deemed to be a reference to that direction 

as amended or replaced from time to time. 

DEFINITIONS 

13. Approved vessel means: 

(a) a cruise vessel which has no more than 350 persons, including crew members, 

on board; or 

(b) any other cruise vessel, or class of cruise vessel, designated in writing by the 

State Emergency Coordinator or the Chief Health Officer, or a person 

authorised by either the State Emergency Coordinator or the Chief Health 

Officer for that purpose, to be an approved vessel. 

14. Close contact means a person other than a recent case, who: 

(a) has shared a cabin on a cruise vessel with a diagnosed person; or 

(b) has had contact with a diagnosed person during their infectious period of a 

total period of greater than four hours in any 24  hour period, where neither 

person was wearing a face covering. 

15. COVID-19 management plan, in relation to a cruise vessel, means a plan setting out 

how the cruise operator will comply with the cruise guidelines. 

16. Cruise means a scheduled journey undertaken by a person on a cruise vessel and 

includes any shore excursion. 

17. Cruise guidelines means the document published by the Western Australian 

Depaitment of Health ai1d titled "Guidelines for Cruising in Western Australia" and 

which at the time of making these directions is available at the following web address: 

https:/ /ww2.heal th. wa.gov . au/~/media/Corp/Documents/Health-for/Infectious­

disease/CO VID 19/COVID 19-Guidelines-for-cruising-in-W A.pdf 

18. Cruise operator means the owner, chatterer or the person apparently in charge of the 

cruise vessel ( other than the master). 

19. Cruise vessel means a vessel, other than an excluded vessel, that: 

(a) has sleeping facilities for passengers; and 
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(b) is normally used to provide a service of sea transportation that: 

(i) is provided in return for a fee payable by persons using the service; 

and 

(ii) is available to the general public. 

20. Cruise vessel declaration means a declaration by the cruise operator in the fonn set 

out in the Schedule to these directions. 

21. Diagnosed person has the same meaning that it has in the COVID Transition (Testing 

and Isolation) Directions (No 11). 

22. Entering has the same meaning that it has in the COVID Transition (Interstate and 

International Border) Directions. 

23. Excluded vessel means: 

(a) a vessel which has no more than 50 persons on board; or 

(b) a vessel which has no more than 100 persons on board and which has been 

granted a small cruise ship approval in effect at 12.01 am on 17 April 2022, 

unless that approval is revoked by the Chief Health Officer, or a person 

authorised by the State Emergency Coordinator or the Chief Health Officer 

for that purpose; or 

( c) any vessel or class of vessel designated in writing by the Chief Health 

Officer, or a person authorised by the Chief Health Officer, to be an excluded 

vessel. 

24. Face covering means a disposable surgical mask or fitted cloth mask that covers the 

nose and mouth (but does not include a face shield). 

25. Infectious period has the same meaning that it has in the COVID Transition (Testing 

and Isolation) Directions (No 11). 

26. Master means a person, other than a pilot, having command or charge of the cruise 

vessel. 

27. Recent case has the same meaning that it has in the COVID Transition (Testing and 

Isolation) Directions (No 11). 
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28. Small cruise ship approval means an approval for a cruise vessel to sail in Western 

Australian waters, granted by the Western Australian Department of Health through 

the State Health Incident Coordination Centre. 

PENALTIES 

It may be an offence to fail to comply with these directions, punishable by imprisonment for 

up to 12 months or a fine of up to $50,000 for individuals and $250,000 for bodies corporate. 

Colin John Blanch 
Acting Commissioner of Police and State Emergency Coordinator 

2 2_ April 2022 (5>S� hours 
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SCHEDULE 

CRUISE VESSEL DECLARATION 

CRUISE PARTICULARS [insert all relevant information] 

Name of cruise vessel: ---------------

Flag state of cruise vessel: 
--------------

Name of owner of cruise vessel: -----------

Name of cruise operator of the cruise vessel: ---------

Name of cruise vessel master [where this declaration relates to more than one cruise and there 

will be a change of vessel master, include name of the master for each such cruise]: 

Cruise details [insert cruise itinerary, shore excursions, and where this declaration relates to 

multiple cruises, provide period within which cruises will be operated]: 

Total number of persons on board crmse vessel (including passengers and crew): 

Contact phone number for any communication in relation to this declaration and the cruise 

vessel's voyage to and within the coastal waters of WA: 
---------

Satellite phone number for cruise vessel: ------------

Contact name, address and phone number of the cruise vessel agent: 
---------

DECLARATION [must be completed] 

I, [insert full name of person making the declaration] 

declare as follows: 
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1. I am an employee or officer of the cruise operator described in the Cruise Particulars 

section of this cruise vessel declaration. 

2. The cruise operator has a COVID-19 management plan that complies with the cruise 

guidelines in relation to the cruise vessel and the cruise. 

3. The cruise operator: 

(a) has made or will make all arrangements; and 

(b) has met or will meet all applicable costs, as determined by the Chief Health 

Officer, or a person authorised by the Chief Health Officer for that purpose, 

for the travel to and accommodation of any passenger or crew member who is a 

diagnosed person or close contact and who is unable to continue their voyage on the 

cruise vessel and needs to disembark the cruise vessel, including the person's 

movement to Fremantle rather than a regional port if necessary. 

4. I acknowledge that the terms used in this cruise vessel declaration have the same 

meaning that they have in the Cruise Vessels Directions (No 2). 

5. I acknowledge that this cruise vessel declaration must be submitted to the following 

emails address: SHICC.PHAB@health.wa.gov.au, and marked for the attention of the 

PHAB Team. 

6. By completing this cruise vessel declaration and submitting it I am declaring that: 

(a) the information in this cruise vessel declaration is true and complete; and 

(b) in making this cruise vessel declaration on behalf of the cruise operator, I am 

authorised by the cruise operator to make this declaration. 

Signature of person making this declaration: __________________ _ 

Date: - ------- - - - - - -

WA GOVERNMENT USE ONLY 

Date Received: ________ Processed by: _______ _ 

DoC#: ------------
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