
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT ACT 2005 (WA) 

Section 67 

MV PACIFIC PRINCESS DIRECTIONS 

The World Health Organization declared COVID-19 a pandemic on 11 March 2020. 

On 15 March 2020, the Minister for Emergency Services declared a state of emergency with 

effect from 12 a.m. on 16 March 2020 in respect of the pandemic caused by COVID-19 

pursuant to section 56 of the Emergency Management Act 2005 (WA) (Act). The state of 

emergency applies to the State of Western Australia. 

I, Christopher John Dawson, Commissioner of Police and State Emergency Coordinator, now 

give the following directions, pursuant to my powers under section 67 of the Act. 

DIRECTIONS 

Preamble 

I. The purpose of these directions is to limit the spread ofCOVID-19. 

Citation 

2. These directions may be refen-ed to as the MV Pacific Princess. 

Directions 

3. Except in those circumstances identified in paragraph 4, 5, 6 or 7 below, a person aboard 

the MV Pacific Princess must not disembark from the MV Pacific Princess onto land 

within Western Australia. 

4. Despite paragraph 3 of these directions, a person may disembark from the MV Pacific 

Princess who is an Australian citizen or a pennanent resident of Australia. 

5. Despite paragraph 3 of these directions, a person may disembark from the MV Pacific 

Princess who is a New Zealand citizen living in Australia as a pennanent resident, who 

is a New Zealand citizen transiting home to New Zealand through Australia or who is a 

citizen of a Pacific island country transiting home through Australia. 

6. Despite paragraph 3 of these directions, a person may disembark from the MV Pacific 

Princess if: 

(a) the person is not an Australian citizen or a pennanent resident of Australia; and 



(b) the person satisfies an authorised officer or a member of the Australian Border 

Force that the person has a ticket or other booking for a flight out of Western 

Australia (flight) which is scheduled to depart from Perth Airpo1i within 24 

hours of the person disembarking; and 

(c) the person travels as soon as possible after disembarking to Pe1ih Airport; and 

(d) the person leaves Western Australia on the flight or, if the person is unable to 

leave Western Australia on the flight for any reason, the person: 

(i) travels to the MV Pacific Princess as soon as possible after the person 

becomes unable to leave on the flight; and 

(ii) immediately requests pennission to board the MV Pacific Princess; and 

(e) at all times the person takes all reasonable steps to avoid coming within 1.5 

metres of another person. 

7. Despite paragraph 3 of these directions, a person who is not an Australian citizen or a 

pennanent resident of Australia may disembark from the MV Pacific Princess if the 

person does so with my oral or written approval as the State Emergency Coordinator and 

in accordance with any tenns or conditions to which my approval is subject. 

Note: A person who disembarks ji-om the MV Pacific Princess onto land within 

Western Australia, otherwise than as provided by paragraph 6 of the directions, must 

comply with the Self-Quarantine Following Overseas Travel Directions made by me as 

the State Emergency Coordinator 011 18 March 2020, and any other directions which 

are relevant to the person. 

8. The master of the MV Pacific Princess (and any other member of the crew who has the 

authority to decide whether a person may board the MV Pacific Princess) must allow a 

person who requests pennission to board the MV Pacific Princess as described by 

paragraph 6(d)(ii) of these directions to board the MV Pacific Princess. 



PENALTIES 

It is an offence to fail to comply with any of these directions, punishable by a fine of up to 

$50,000 for individuals and $250,000 for bodies corporate. 

Christopher John Dawson 
State Emergency Coordinator and Commissioner of Police 

L\ March 2020 
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