
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT ACT 2005 (WA) 

Sections 61, 67, 71 and 72A 

OUTBREAK RESTRICTIONS (POST LOCKDOWN INTERIM 

RESTRICTIONS) DIRECTIONS 

The World Health Organization declared COVID-19 a pandemic on 11 March 2020. 

On 15 March 2020, the Minister for Emergency Services declared a state of emergency with 

effect from 12 am on 16 March 2020 in respect of the pandemic caused by COVID-19 pursuant 

to section 56 of the Emergency Management Act 2005 (WA) (Act) (State of Emergency). The 

State of Emergency applies to the State of Western Australia. 

I, Christopher John Dawson, Commissioner of Police and State Emergency Coordinator, give 

ce1iain of these directions (relating to the closure of certain places) pmsuant to my powers as 

a police officer under section 71 of the Act and consider it reasonably necessary to give other 

directions to prevent, control or abate the risks associated with the emergency presented by the 

pandemic caused by COVID-19 pursuant to my powers under sections 61, 67 and 72A of the 

Act. 

PREAMBLE 

1. The purpose of these directions is to regulate ce1iain gatherings, to place restrictions on 

certain places and to facilitate a safe transition for the Western Australian community 

from the stay at home and closure measures that were introduced on 29 June 2021 to a 

COVID safe re-opening of places and activities so as to limit the spread of COVID-19. 

CITATION 

2. These directions may be referred to as the Outbreak Restrictions (Post Lockdown 

Interim Restrictions) Directions. 

COMMENCEMENT 

3. These directions come into effect at 12.01 am on Saturday 3 July 2021. 

REVOCATION 

4. The Outbreak Restrictions (Circuit-Break Lockdown - Level 3) Directions (No 2) 

(revoked directions) are revoked from the time these directions come into effect. 
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5. Despite paragraph 4, a person must continue to comply with any requirement under 

paragraph 22 of the Outbreak Restrictions (Level 1) Directions which still applied to the 

person under the revoked directions immediately before these directions came into effect 

to the same extent that the person would have to comply with them if the revoked 

directions had not been revoked, and, for the avoidance of doubt, if a person fails to 

comply with a requirement that applied to them under the revoked directions, the person 

may commit an offence under the Act. 

Note: This paragraph will apply only to persons who were in the affected area after 

12. 00 pm on 27 June 2021, and ·who left the affected area before the lockdown period 

began at 12.01 am on 29 June 2021, and who have not subsequently re-entered the 

affected area. Such persons will remain subject to the level of ongoing restriction 

applicable under paragraph 22 of the Outbreak Restrictions (Level 1) Directions, and 

not the level of ongoing restriction applicable under paragraph 23 of these directions. 

OPERATION 

6. Unless specified otherwise in these directions, these directions apply in the affected area 

only. 

7. These directions are intended to apply despite the COVID Safe (Phase 5) Directions, and 

to the extent of any inconsistency, these directions prevail. 

INTERPRETATION 

8. Unless specified otherwise, any reference in these directions to any other direction made 

by the State Emergency Coordinator is deemed to be a reference to that direction as 

amended or replaced from time to time. 

DIRECTIONS 

Prohibited gatherings 

9. A person who owns, controls or operates premises in the affected area must not allow a 

prohibited gathering to occur on the premises. 

l 0. A person must not hold, conduct or participate in a prohibited gathering on premises in 

the affected area. 

11. A person must not attend a prohibited gathering on premises in the affected area. 
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Additional requirements for certain gatherings 

12. In addition to any other requirement imposed by these directions, a person must not hold, 

conduct, paiiicipate in, or attend in the affected area: 

(a) a gathering of persons at a home, other than a gathering: 

(i) of a kind referred to in subpai·agraph ( c) or ( d); or 

(ii) attended only by persons who usually reside at the home; or 

(iii) where the total number of persons present does not exceed 1 0; or 

(b) a private gathering of more than 20 persons that occurs at an outdoor space 

unless the gathering is for a community sporting event; or 

( c) a wedding or a wedding reception, other than to the extent that, excluding the 

celebrant and staff, it involves no more than 20 persons; or 

( d) a funeral or a wake, other than to the extent that, excluding staff and those 

persons who presence is necessary to conduct the funeral or the wake, it 

involves no more than 20 persons. 

Note: In addition to the above capacity limits, the gatherings referred to in paragraph 

12 are also subject to the 4 square metre rule. For example, an indoor gathering of 10 

persons at a person's home could only proceed if the indoor space in question was at 

least 40 square metres in area. 

Restrictions on certain places 

13. Every owner, occupier or person apparently in charge of an affected place may only 

allow a gathering: 

(a) of up to 20 patrons at that place; and 

(b) where there is at least 4 square metres of publicly accessible space for each 

patron at the place. 

14. Every owner, occupier or person apparently in charge of an affected place: 

(a) must provide seated service only if food or beverages are sold or supplied from 

the affected place for consumption within that place; and 

(b) must not provide any exercise classes. 
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15. Every owner, occupier or person apparently in charge of a university or other higher 

education facility may only allow a gathering at the place provided: 

(a) that there is at least 4 square metres of publicly accessible space for each person 

at the gathering; and 

(b) that there are no more than 20 persons ( excluding staff) in any classroom or 

other indoor space at the university or other higher education facility. 

Special requirements applicable to community sport 

16. A person must refrain from attending or pa1iicipating in a community sporting event 

unless: 

(a) the event is held in an outdoor space; and 

(b) the person is: 

(i) participating in, coaching or officiating; or 

(ii) an adult supervising participants under the age of 16 years, provided that 

no more adults than are reasonably necessary to supervise the 

community sporting event may be in attendance as spectators. 

Special requirements applicable to events 

17. A person must refrain from unde1iaking, engaging in, holding, conducting or attending 

an event. 

Special requirements applicable to sporting events 

18. Notwithstanding paragraph 13, a stadium operator may host a professional sporting 

event at a major stadium provided that no spectators are in attendance at the professional 

sporting event. 

19. The owner, occupier or person apparently in charge of a spo1iing venue other than a 

major stadium must not allow any spectator to attend any sporting event held at the 

relevant venue unless: 

(a) that spectator is an adult supervising participants in the sporting event under the 

age of 16 years; and 

(b) no more spectators than are reasonably necessary to supervise the participants 

in the sporting event are in attendance. 
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Face covering requirement 

20. Subject to paragraph 21, a person in the affected area must wear a face covering at all 

times while they: 

(a) are in an indoor space; or 

(b) are in an outdoor space that is accessible to the public; or 

( c) are on public transpo1t. 

21. A person is not required to wear a face covering where: 

(a) the person is within or at their home; or 

(b) the person is a child 12 years of age or under, unless the child is attending school 

in Year 7 and above; or 

( c) the person is at the time attending school as a student in Year 6 or below; or 

(d) the person has a physical, developmental or mental illness, injury, condition or 

disability which makes wearing a face covering unsuitable; or 

( e) the person is communicating with a person who is deaf or hard of hearing and 

visibility of the mouth is essential for communication; or 

(f) the nature of a person's occupation means that wearing a face covering is 

impractical to perform that occupation or creates a risk to their health and safety; 

or 

(g) the person needs to temporarily remove their face covering so as to enable 

another person to appropriately perform their occupation; or 

(h) the nature of a person's work or the activity that they are engaging in means that 

clear enunciation or visibility of the mouth is essential; or 

(i) the person is consuming food, drink or medicine; or 

(i) the person is asked to remove the face covering to asce1tain identity; or 

(k) not wearing a face covering is required for emergency purposes ( other than 

emergency preparation or emergency preparation activities, unless another 

exception specified in this paragraph applies); or 

(1) the person is working in the absence of others in an enclosed indoor space 

(unless and until another person enters that indoor space); or 
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(m) the person is a resident in a residential aged care facility; or 

(n) the person is engaged in an activity involving swimming; or 

( o) the person is running or jogging or otherwise engaged in some form of strenuous 

or vigorous exercise or physical activity that is taking place outside; or 

(p) the person is travelling in a motor vehicle and either is the sole occupant of that 

vehicle or is travelling in the vehicle with other persons provided that all the 

occupants of the vehicle are members of the same household; or 

( q) the person is undergoing medical, dental or beauty related care or treatment to 

the extent that such care or treatment requires that no face covering be worn; or 

(r) the person is directed by a judicial officer or tribunal member in proceedings in 

a court or tribunal to remove their face covering to ensure the proper conduct of 

those proceedings; or 

(s) the person is a prisoner or detainee in a prison, detention centre or other place 

of custody; or 

Note: Nothing in these directions affects any other power a person may have 

to require a prisoner or detainee to wear a face covering. 

(t) not wearing a face covering is otherwise required or authorised by law; or 

(u) wearing a face covering is not safe in all the circumstances, 

provided that, where a person is relying on an exemption under subparagraph (e) to (u), 

that person resumes wearing the face covering as soon as reasonably practicable after 

the person no longer falls within the relevant exemption. 

Restrictions on travel out of the affected area 

22. A person who: 

(a) has visited a Tier 2 exposure site, whether or not that location was a Tier 2 

exposure site at the commencement of these directions or the Exposure 

(Western Australia) Site Directions; or 

(b) has received oral or written notice from a responsible officer that they are a 

casual contact, 
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must not leave the affected area unless that person has received approval in writing to 

leave the affected area from the Chief Health Officer or a person authorised by the Chief 

Health Officer for that purpose. 

Note: A person who has visited a Tier 1 exposure site or has received oral or written 

notice they are a close contact is subject to specified quarantine requirements under 

the Exposure Site (Western Australia) Directions and under those requirements must 

not leave the affected area. 

Requirements for persons who leave the affected area 

23. A person who was in the affected area at any time after 12.01 am on 29 June 2021 and 

travels or has travelled outside of the affected area: 

(a) must not attend any place contemplated in paragraph (a), (b), (c), (d), (f), (g), 

(h), (i), G), (k), (1), (u), (v), (w), (x), (y), (aa), (cc), (dd) or (ee) of the definition 

of affected place at paragraph 26, other than: 

(i) for the purpose of obtaining takeaway food or beverages; or 

(ii) in the case of place comprising a pub or hotel, for the purpose of staying 

in the person's overnight accommodation at that place, provided that the 

person must not visit any bar, restaurant or cafe at that place for purposes 

other than obtaining takeaway food or beverages; and 

(b) must comply with the requirements of these directions whilst they are outside 

of the affected area including, for the avoidance of doubt: 

(i) any restrictions or prohibitions which apply to gatherings, events and 

community sporting events; and 

(ii) any face covering requirements; and 

(iii) any capacity limits imposed by these directions; and 

(iv) the four square metre rule wherever it is imposed by those directions. 

Note: This paragraph will apply to any person who was in the affected area at any 

time after the lockdown period began at 12.01 am on 29 June 2021, and who 

subsequently leaves or has left the affected area. 
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AUTHORISATION 

24. For the avoidance of doubt, in addition to and without limiting any other authorisation 

any relevant officer may have to do so, all relevant officers are authorised under 

section 61 of the Act to give any direction to a person for the purpose of giving effect to 

these directions. 

DEFINITIONS 

25. Affected area means: 

(a) the Metropolitan region described in Schedule 3 to the Planning and 

Development Act 2005 (WA) (Planning Act); 

(b) the Peel Region described in item 6 of Schedule 4 to the Planning Act; and 

( c) Rottnest Island, as described in section 4 of the Rottnest Island Authority Act 

1987 (WA). 

26. Affected place means: 

(a) a business characterised as a pub, bar or club (other than a nightclub) that 

supplies alcohol under a licence granted under the Liquor Control Act 1988 

(WA), but not including any part of the business constituted by a bottleshop; 

or 

(b) a nightclub; or 

( c) a hotel, whether licensed or unlicensed, but not any part of the hotel constituted 

by a bottleshop; or 

(d) a restaurant or cafe (including premises selling food or drink in a food court); 

or 

( e) a gym, indoor sporting centre, wellness centre, health club or fitness centre 

(including a centre offering yoga, barre, pilates, aerobics, dancing or spin 

facilities) or boot camp; or 

(f) a casino; or 

(g) a cinema (including a drive-in cinema or outdoor cinema); or 

(h) a major stadium; or 

(i) an entertainment venue of any other kind; or 
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(j) a gaming or gambling venue; or 

(k) adult entertainment premises (including but not limited to strip clubs, brothels 

and sex on premises venues); or 

(1) an amusement park or arcade (including, for the avoidance of doubt, a wildlife 

park); or 

(m) a place of worship, other than for the purposes of a wedding or funeral that is 

otherwise carried out in accordance with these directions; or 

(n) a beauty parlour, salon, hairdressers or barbershop; or 

( o) a nail salon; or 

(p) a tattoo parlour; or 

(q) a spa; or 

(r) a massage parlour; or 

(s) a sauna; or 

(t) a bathhouse; or 

(u) a play centre, whether indoors or outdoors; or 

(v) a community, recreation or youth centre or facility (including but not limited to 

community halls, clubs, Returned and Services League facilities and Police and 

Community Youth Centres); or 

(w) a swimming pool, whether indoor or outdoors (not including a community 

swimming pool which is run on a non-commercial basis or a swimming pool 

which forms part of the common property of shared residential premises such 

as an apartment complex); or 

(x) a gallery; or 

(y) a museum; or 

(z) an historic site; or 

(aa) a library; or 
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(bb) a local government facility which is not essential to the continued functioning 

of the local government (such as, but in addition to, libraries and swimming 

pools); or 

(cc) a playground; or 

(dd) a skate park; or 

(ee) an outdoor gym; or 

(ff) Perth Zoo. 

27. Authorised officer has the same meaning that it has in the Act. 

Note: At the time of making these directions, all police officers are authorised officers, 

and paragraph 24 ensures that relevant officers are also authorised officers for the 

purposes of these directions. 

28. Bottleshop means an area physically attached or adjacent to the premises of a business 

characterised as: 

(a) a pub, bar or club that supplies alcohol under a licence granted under the Liquor 

Control Act 1988 (WA); or 

(b) a hotel, 

that is for the sale of packaged alcohol to be consumed off the premises of the pub, bar, 

club or hotel. 

29. Casino has the same meaning that it has in the Casino Control Act 1984 (WA). 

30. Casual contact means a person who has had "casual contact" (as that term is used in the 

Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) CDNA National Guidelines for Public Health 

Units from time to time) with a confirmed COVID-19 case. 

31. Close contact has the same meaning that it has in the Controlled Border for Western 

Australia directions. 

32. Community sporting event means: 

(a) an organised and scheduled spo1ting event; or 

(b) an organised and scheduled training session relating to an organised and 

scheduled sporting event, 

involving members of the community. 
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33. Direction includes a quarantine direction and any other direction under the Act or the 

Public Health Act 2016 (WA), whether the direction is given orally or in writing. 

34. Emergency officer has the same meaning that it has in the Public Health Act 2016 (WA). 

35. Entertainment venue of any other kind means any entertainment venue except a 

casino, cinema or nightclub. 

36. Event has the same meaning that it has in the COVID Safe (Phase 5) Directions. 

37. Exempt gathering means a gathering: 

(a) at an airp01i that is necessary for the normal business of the airport; or 

(b) for the purposes of or related to public transportation, including at public 

transportation facilities such as stations, platforms and stops; or 

( c) at a medical or health service facility that is necessary for the n01mal business 

of the facility; or 

( d) at a disability or aged care facility; or 

( e) for the purposes of providing care or assistance (including personal care) to a 

vulnerable person or providing emergency assistance; or 

(f) for the purposes of emergency services; or 

(g) at a prison, detention centre, lock up or other place of custody for the purposes 

of or related to the operation of that place of custody; or 

(h) at Parliament for the purposes of its normal operations; or 

(i) at a court or tribunal; or 

G) at a food market, supermarket, grocery store, retail store or shopping centre that 

is necessary for the normal business of those premises; or 

(k) at an office building, factory, mining site (including mmmg site 

accommodation), construction site or other place of work that is necessary for 

the nmmal business of those premises, except at a university or education 

facility other than to the extent described in paragraph (m); or 

(I) at a school, early childhood education facility or childcare centre that is 

necessary for the normal business of the school, facility or centre; or 
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(m) at a university or other higher education facility but only to the extent that the 

institution provides accommodation for students, such as a boarding house; or 

(n) at a hotel, motel or other accommodation facility that is necessary for the normal 

operation of accommodation services; or 

( o) in an outdoor space where a gathering of persons which would otherwise 

constitute a prohibited gathering may be present for the purpose of transiting 

through the space; or 

Example: Forrest Place, Perth. 

(p) in an indoor space where a gathering of persons which would otherwise 

constitute a prohibited gathering may be present for the purpose of transiting 

through the space; or 

Examples: Perth Busport; an elevator or lift. 

(q) in an indoor space or an outdoor space where everyone in the gathering is a 

member of the same household; or 

(r) in or on a vehicle (including a motor vehicle, boat or aircraft), unless the vehicle 

is being used for the dominant purpose of serving or consuming food or drink; or 

(s) specified in writing as exempt from this direction by me (whether conditionally 

or unconditionally), or someone authorised for that purpose by me, as the State 

Emergency Coordinator, provided that any conditions to which the exemption 

is subject are complied with. 

38. Exercise class means any dance, pilates, yoga, sw1mmmg, fitness or physical 

conditioning related class, but does not include a personal training class involving one 

instructor and one student. 

39. Face covering means a disposable surgical mask or fitted cloth mask that covers the nose 

and mouth (but does not include a face shield). 

40. Higher education facility includes a vocational education facility or technical college. 

41. Home means the premises or place where a person usually resides or other premises 

(such as a hotel or short stay accommodation) at which a person is able to reside. 

42. Household means two or more persons who usually reside at the same home, irrespective 

of whether those persons are related to each other. 
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43. lndoo1· space means an area, room or premises that is or are substantially enclosed by a 

roof and a sufficient dividing structure, regardless of whether the roof or sufficient 

dividing structure, or any part of them, are permanent or temporary or capable of being 

opened or closed. 

44. Major stadium means, as context demands: 

(a) Optus Stadium; or 

(b) HBF Park; or 

(c) HBF Stadium - Main Arena; or 

( d) RAC Arena. 

45. Motor vehicle has the same meaning that it has in paragraph (b) of the definition of 

"motor vehicle'' in section 4 of the Road Traffic (Administration) Act 2008 (WA). 

46. Nightclub means a place that has a nightclub licence under section 42 of the Liquor 

Control Act 1988 (WA) or another place that is specified in writing by the State 

Emergency Coordinator, or a person authorised by the State Emergency Coordinator for 

that purpose, to be a nightclub for the purposes of these directions. 

47. Outdoor gym means an outdoor space used for, and equipped with, facilities or 

equipment for exercise. 

48. Outdoor space means any space that is not an indoor space. 

49. Patron means a person who is not staff (and for the avoidance of doubt includes 

spectators). 

50. Place of worship means premises used for religious activities such as a chapel, church, 

mosque, synagogue or temple. 

51. Playground means an outdoor space used for, and equipped with facilities for, 

recreation, especially by children. 

52. Police officer means a person appointed under Part I of the Police Act 1892 (WA) to be 

a member of the Police Force of Western Australia. 

53. Premises includes: 

(a) land (whether vacant or not); and 

13 



(b) land covered by water, whether permanently or temporarily or from time to 

time; and 

(c) the whole or any part of a building or other structure, of whatever type and 

whether of a permanent or temporary nature; and 

( d) a vehicle. 

54. Private gathering means an organised or planned activity for a common recreational 

purpose. 

Example: A party or picnic is a private gathering. A wedding or funeral is not a private 

gathering because it does not have a recreational purpose. 

55. Prohibited gathering means a gathering of two (2) or more persons in a single undivided 

indoor space or a single undivided outdoor space at the same time (whether or not the 

space is a publicly accessible space), where there is not at least 4 square metres of space 

for each person at the gathering, but does not include an exempt gathering or a gathering 

that is otherwise permitted by these directions. 

56. Publicly accessible space means space which is ordinarily open to the public or used by 

the public. 

57. Relevant officer means: 

(a) an authorised officer; or 

(b) an emergency officer; or 

( c) a responsible officer. 

58. Responsible officer means: 

(a) an officer, employee or contractor of the Department of Health; or 

(b) an officer, employee or contractor of a health services provider; or 

(c) any other person authmised by the Chief Health Officer orally or in writing to 

perform a function for the purposes of these directions. 

59. Skate park means a facility specifically designed for skateboarding, rollerskating or 

rollerblading, containing structures such as ramps and basins. 
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60. Stadium operator means the owner, occupier or person apparently in charge of the 

relevant major stadium. 

6 1 .  Staff means a person who has responsibilities at a place as an officer or employee or in 

some other capacity (including a voluntary capacity) and includes: 

(a) in the case of a sporting activity, coaches and officials such as umpires, referees 

or scorekeepers; and 

(b) in the case of a religious service at a place of worship: 

(i) a person who leads or presides at the service, such as an imam, priest or 

rabbi; and 

(ii) persons who assist the person who leads or presides at the service 

(including those who would ordinarily read from scripture or some other 

sacred text to a congregation or other group gathered to participate in 

the service); and 

(iii) persons present for the purpose of live streaming or recording the 

service. 

62. Sufficient dividing structure means a wall or other structure which: 

(a) substantially comprises material that is impervious to air flow; and 

(b) is anchored to the ground or floor in a way which ensures that it cannot be lifted 

or pushed apart; and 

(c) either: 

(i) reaches from the ground or floor to the ceiling ( or roof if there is no 

ceiling); or 

(ii) starts from the ground or floor and is at least 2 metres high from the 

ground or floor to its lowest vertical point measured from the ground or 

floor. 

Note: In addition to meeting these requirements, a sufficient dividing structure must 

comply with any other legal requirements applicable to the structure in any way, 

including any legal requirements relating to the structural integrity of the structure (such 

as, but not limited to, requirements typically imposed or administered by local 

governments). 
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63. Tier 1 exposure site has the same meaning that it has in the Exposure Site (Western 

Australia) Directions. 

64. Tier 2 exposure site has the same meaning that it has in the Exposure Site (Western 

Australia) Directions. 

65. Wildlife park means an amusement park at which the dominant fo1m of amusement or 

entertainment relates to any or all of exposure to or experiences with or viewing wildlife 

but, for the avoidance of doubt, does not include Perth Zoo. 

Example: Caversham Wildlife Park. 

PENALTIES 

It may be an offence to fail to comply with any of these directions, punishable by imprisonment 

for up to 12 months or a fine of up to $50,000 for individuals and $250,000 for bodies corporate. 

Christopher John Dawson 
Commissioner of Police and State Emergency Coordinator 

L- July 2021 \ i 4-S hours 
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