
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT ACT 2005 (WA) 

Sections 67, 70 and 72A 

QUARANTINE DIRECTION - EMIRATES FLIGHT EK421 

The World Health Organization declared COVID-19 a pandemic on 11 March 2020. 

On 15 March 2020, the Minister for Emergency Services declared a state of emergency with 

effect from 12 am on 16 March 2020 in respect of the pandemic caused by COVID-19 pursuant 

to section 56 of the Emergency Management Act 2005 (WA) (Act). The state of emergency 

applies to the State of Western Australia. 

I, Bradley William Sorrell, Police Commander, authorised officer, and duly appointed delegate 

of the State Emergency Coordinator pursuant to section 12, now give the following direction 

pursuant to my powers under sections 67, 70 and 72A of the Act. 

PREAMBLE 

1. These directions set out the requirements that apply to relevant persons and are for the 

purpose of preventing the impo1tation of COVID-19 into Western Australia and 

otherwise limiting the spread of COVID-19 in Western Australia. 

COMMENCEMENT 

2. This direction comes into effect upon signing. 

3. Nothing in this direction affects the operation of an oral quarantine direction prior to 

the start time. 

DIRECTION 

4. On and from the start time, a relevant person is no longer required to comply with an oral 

quarantine direction. 

5. If a relevant person is not already in their suitable premises, they must travel as soon as 

possible and by the most direct route available and without stopping except as required 

by law or necessary for fuel or rest to the suitable premises. 

6. A relevant person must travel to their suitable premises in their own vehicle, unless an 

authorised officers directs otherwise. 



7. A relevant person must remain inside their suitable premises for the quarantine period, 

unless: 

(a) they are given another direction which they are required by law to obey; or 

(b) they leave to escape an immediate threat to their safety in accordance with 

paragraph 8; or 

( c) they leave to seek urgent medical treatment at a hospital in accordance with 

paragraph 9. 

( d) they leave Western Australia in accordance with paragraph 1 0; or 

(e) they leave to attend a COVID clinic to undergo a test for COVID-19 in 

accordance with paragraph 11. 

8. If a relevant person leaves their suitable premises to escape an immediate threat to their 

safety, they must: 

(a) go no further from the suitable premises than they have to in order to escape 

that threat; and 

(b) return to their suitable premises as soon as it is safe for them to do so; and 

( c) if they are unable to return to their suitable premises within an hour of leaving, 

telephone the police on 131 444 and infonn them that they are relevant person 

who is subject to a quarantine direction and had to leave their suitable premises. 

9. A relevant person may leave their suitable premises to seek urgent medical treatment at 

a hospital provided that: 

(a) it is necessary for them to leave their suitable premises in order for that 

treatment to be provided; and 

(b) prior to leaving their suitable premises ( and if it is practicable to do so), they 

telephone the ambulance service or hospital at which the urgent medical 

treatment will be sought and inform them that they (the relevant person) are 

subject to a quarantine direction and need to attend the hospital for urgent 

medical treatment; and 

(c) they go to the hospital by ambulance or by the most direct route available and 

without stopping except as required by law; and 



( d) they comply with any direction or instruction given by a responsible officer or 

an emergency officer at the hospital; and 

( e) unless otherwise directed or instrncted by a responsible officer or an emergency 

officer, they return to their suitable premises as soon as possible after the urgent 

treatment has been provided and by the most direct route available and without 

stopping except as required by law. 

10. A relevant person may leave their suitable premises to leave Western Australia 

provided that: 

(a) when travelling to the departure terminal to embark on a departing flight, they 

travel in a private vehicle, taxi or rideshare vehicle or other manner approved 

by an authorised officer, from their suitable premises to the departure terminal 

by the most direct and practicable route available and without stopping except 

as required by law or necessary for fuel; and 

(b) as soon as they arrive at the departure terminal, they remain at the departure 

te1minal until they leave on the departing flight; and 

( c) they board the departing flight when it is possible to do so and remains on the 

depa1iing flight 1mtil it takes off; and 

(d) if they are unable to leave Western Aush·alia on the departing flight for any 

reason, they contact an authorised officer as soon as possible and ask for a 

direction and comply with any direction given. 

11. A relevant person may leave the suitable premises to attend a COVID Clinic for the 

purposes of undergoing a COVID-19 test provided that; 

(a) they travel to the COVID Clinic nearest to them and by the most direct route 

available and without stopping except as required by law or necessary for fuel 

or rest; and 

(b) once they leave the COVID Clinic, they must travel as soon as possible and by 

the most direct route available and without stopping except as required by law 

or necessary for fuel or rest to the place they are required to remain under the 

quarantine requirement and remain there in accordance with the quarantine 

requirement; and 



( c) they must travel to and from the COVID Clinic nearest to them by: 

(i) private vehicle, a taxi or rideshare service; or 

Note: a rideshare service does not include a bus, train or other form of 

mass public transport. 

(ii) walking, provided that: 

(A) the COVID Clinic is located within 2 km of the their suitable 

premises; and 

(B) they take all reasonable steps to keep at least 1.5 metres away 

from any other person whilst walking to and from the COVID 

Clinic. 

12. While a relevant person is subject to this direction, they must: 

(a) take all reasonable steps to keep at least 1.5 metres away from any other person; 

and 

(b) not allow any person to access their suitable premises unless the person 

accessing the suitable premises: 

(i) is a relevant officer or a person assisting a relevant officer; or 

(ii) is acting in compliance with a direction or instruction given by a relevant 

officer; or 

(iii) accesses the suitable premises for medical or emergency purposes; or 

(iv) is required to access the suitable premises for the purpose of performing 

critical and time-sensitive maintenance at the suitable premises, 

provided that no more than two persons access the suitable premises at any one 

time if they access the suitable premises in accordance with subparagraph (b)(i) 

to (iv); and 

( c) while they are outside of their suitable premises pursuant to paragraphs 9, 10 

and 11 of these directions, they must wear a face mask, if available and 

appropriate having regard to the relevant person's age and ability to wear a face 

mask, from when they leave their suitable premises until they leave Western 

Australia _or are otherwise directed by an authorised officer. 



13. A relevant person must call 1300 316 555 immediately if they develop or have recently 

experienced any one or more of these symptoms: 

(a) a fever of 37.5 degrees or above; or 

(b) a recent history of fever; or 

(c) symptoms of acute respiratory infection (including, but without limitation, 

shortness of breath, a cough or sore throat); or 

( d) loss of smell or loss of taste. 

Note: even though the symptoms may not be caused by COVID-19, calling this number 

is essential to a relevant person's safety and the safety of everyone and will help to ensure 

that a relevant person receives any treatment a relevant person needs. 

14. If a relevant person cannot comply with a term or condition of this direction, they must 

contact an authorised officer as soon as possible and ask for a direction and comply with 

any direction given. 

INTERPRETATION 

15. Unless specified otherwise, any reference in these directions to any other direction made 

by the State Emergency Coordinator is deemed to be a reference to that direction as 

amended or replaced from time to time. 

DEFINITIONS 

16. Except where expressly defined below, or where the context requires otherwise, terms 

used in this direction have the same meaning as corresponding terms in the Controlled 

Border for Western Australia Directions. 

17. Oral quarantine direction means any oral direction that was given to a relevant person 

on 12 July 2021 and which required a relevant person to quarantine. 

18. Quarantine period means the period ending 11.59 pm on 25 July 2021 or such earlier 

times as an authorised officer specifies in a direction. 

19. Relevant officer has the same meaning that it has in the Quarantine and Isolation 

(Undiagnosed) Directions (No 2) made on 4 December 2020. 



20. Relevant person means a person who was a passenger on Emirates Flight EK421 that 

was due to depart Pe11h at 10.20pm on 11 July 2021 to travel to Dubai but instead failed 

to depart. 

21. Sta1·t time means the time at which this direction comes into effect. 

22. Suitable premises means: 

(a) if the relevant person is a resident of Western Australia, their usual place of 

residence; or 

(b) if the relevant person is not a resident of Western Australia, the room or 

premises at which you are currently occupying or staying as the case may be; 

or 

(c) such other premises as directed by an authorised officer. 

PENALTIES 

It may be an offence to fail to comply with this direction, punishable by imprisonment for up 

to 12 months or a fine of up to $50,000 for individuals. 

Bradley William Sorrell, Commander 
Delegate of the State Emergency Coordinator 

/;2 July 2021 It; at hours 


