AGRICULTURE PROTECTION BOARD.,
14° and 15° Geo. VI., No. LXXVI.

No. 76 of 1950.

AN ACT to provide for the Constitution of an
Agriculture Protection Board and for the
Co-ordination of the Administration of Certain
Acts Relating to the Control, Prevention and
Eradication of Noxious Weeds and Vermin and
for Other Purposes Incidental Thereto.

[Assented to 5th January, 1951.]

BE it enacted by the XKing’s Most Excellent

Majesty, by and with the advice and consent
of the Legislative Council and the Legislative
Assembly of Western Australia, in this present
Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:—

1. This Act may be cited as the Agriculture
Protection Board Act, 1950.

2. This Act shall come info operation on a Iday
to be fixed by Proclamation.

3. In this Act, unless the context requires other-
wise—
“Advisory Committee” means the Emu and
Grasshopper Advisory Committee consti-
tuted under the provisions of this Act:
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“Noxious Weeds Act” means the Noxious Weeds
Act, 1924-1939, and any Act amending or
deemed to be substituted for it,

“Protection Board” means the Agriculture
Protection Board constituted under the
provisions of this Act;

“Protection Fund” means the Agriculture Pro-
tection Board Fund referred to in section
nine of this Act;

“Road Districts Act” means the Road Di_stricts
Act, 1919-1948, and any Act amending or
deemed to be substituted for it;

“to sell” means to sell by wholesale or retail,
and includes barter, supply for profit, offer
for sale, receive for sale, have in possession
for sale, expose for sale, send forward or
deliver for sale, cause or suffer or allow to
be sold, and the disposal or offer for dis-
posal of goods under hire purchase agree-
ment; and “sale” and “sold” and other
derivatives have a corresponding meaning;

“Vermin Act” means the Vermin Act, 1918-1946,
and any Act amending or deemed to be
substituted for it;

expressions used have the same meanings as
in the Noxious Weeds Act and the Vermin
Act.

4, (1) In this section, any reference to an Act
includes a reference to the provisions of the Act
and any regulation, by-law, Order in Council,
Proclamation, declaration and notice made or given
and promulgated under the provisions of that Act.

(2) This Act shall be construed in conjunction
with the Noxious Weeds Act and the Vermin Act
and the Road Districts Act, as if the provisions of
this Act were incorporated with and formed part of
each of those Acts, but where the provisions of this
Act are in conflict or are inconsistent with the
provisions of any of those Acts, the provisions of this
Act shall prevail to the extent to which they are
so in conflict or inconsistent.
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(3) Subject to the provisions of the last preceding
subsection, the provisions of this Aet shall be in
addition to and not in derogation of the provisions
of the Noxious Weeds Act and the Vermin Act and
the Road Districts Act.

5. (1) For the purposes of co-ordinating the
administration of the Noxious Weeds Act and the
Vermin Act and the provisions of the Road Districts
Act relating to noxious weeds and for carrying this
Act into effect, there shall be a board constituted
as provided in this section which shall be called The
Agriculture Protection Board of Western Australia.

(2) The Protection Board shall consist of nine
members, including the Chairman.

(3) The Chief Inspector appointed pursuant to
the provisions of the Vermin Act, who shall be
Chairman,;

the officer in charge of the administration of
noxious weeds control pursuant to the
provisions of the Noxious Weeds Act, who
shall be Deputy Chairman and who shall
act as Chairman in place of the Chairman
during his absence;

the Government Entomologist, who shall act as
Chairman during the absence of both the
Chairman and the Deputy Chairman; the
Chief Warden of Fauna and an officer of
the State Treasury;

or while any of those offices is vacant, the person

acting therein—
each by virtue of his office, shall be a member
of the Protection Board;

and—
the remaining four members, who shall be
appointed by the Governor to hold office during
the Governor’s pleasure, shall be nominated by
the Minister, and one shall represent the pas-
toral industry; one shall represent the agricul-
tural industry; and two shall represent local
authorities, and the Minister shall nominate
such members from such names as .are sub-
mitted to him by the executives of the organisa-
tions concerned.
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(4) The Protection Board shall be a body corpor-
ate with perpetual succession and a common seal,
and may sue and be sued and shall have power to
purchase, take, hold, sell, lease, exchange, mortgage
and dispose of real and personal property.

(5) Meetings of the Protection Board shall be
held at such times as may be prescribed and until
prescribed, when convened by the Chairman.

(6) The Protection Board shall conduct its pro-
ceedings in such manner as may be prescribed and
until prescribed, as the Protection Board shall
determine, but in any case—

five members shall constitute a guorum for the
conduct of business;

all matters shall be determined by a majority
of the votes of the members present, and
where there is an equality of votes the
question is to be determined in the nega-
tive;

each member, including the Chairman, shall
be entitled to one vote only on the deter-
mination of any matter.

(7) The Protection Board may act and exercise
all of its powers, notwithstanding any vacancy in
membership, and no act or proceeding of the Protec-
tion Board shall be invalid or illegal in consequence
only of any vacancy in membership ex1st1ng at the
time of any act or proceeding.

(8) (a) The Minister may, in respect of each
nominee member of the Protection Board, appoint
a person to be deputy to that member and to repre-
sent the same Inferests as that member.

(b) Any person appointed as a deputy shall, in
the event of the absence of the member, have all
the powers of that member during his absence.

(¢) No appointment of and no act done in that
capacity by a deputy shall be questioned on the
ground that the occasion for his appointment had
not arisen, or had ceased.

(9) Acceptance of, or acting in the office of mem-
ber or deputy member of the Protection Board by
any person shall not of itself render the provisions
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of the Public Service Act, 1904-1948, the Super-
annuation Act, 1871-1947, or the Superannuation
and Family Benefits Act, 1938-1947, applicable to
him nor affect the application of those provisions to
him if they applied to him at the time of the accept-
ance of or acting in the office.

(10) Every member of the Protection Board shall
be entitled to such allowances and remuneration for
his services as may be prescribed.

(11) The Protection Board shall cause to be kept
minutes of all its proceedings in such manner and
form as the Minister may direct or approve.

6. Subject to the Minister, this Act shall be
administered by the Protection Board.

7. The expenses of the administration of this
Act shall be paid out of the Protection Fund.

8. Subject to the Minister and to the provisions
of this Act, the powers and duties of the Protection
Board shall include the following:—

(a) making investigations and enquiries into
and formulating schemes for the efficient
co-ordination of the control, prevention and
eradication of—

(i) noxious weeds; and
(ii) vermin;
(b) authorising and directing the expenditure
of moneys from the Protection Fund for

putting into effect schemes formulated and
for the purposes of this Act;

(¢) recommending to local authorities the
action to be taken for such control, pre-
vention and eradication, where the expendi-
ture involved is to bhe met from the funds
of the local authority;

(d) controlling and prohibiting the trapping of
rabbits on any holding, by any person other
than the owner or occupier of the holding,
except where such person has the consent
of the owner or occupier so to do.
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compelling the owner or occupier of any
holding to control, prevent and eradicate
vermin and eggs from the holding in such
manner as the Protection Board shall
direct;

(f) maintaining, improving, altering, repair-

(g)

(h)

ing and renewing any Government fence
and any other structure or source of water
supply upon the land upon which the Gov-
ernment fence is erected and any
machinery, implement, livestock, vehicles
or other plant, used in connection with the
maintenance, improvement, alteration or
renewal of Government fences;

controlling, regulating and prohibifing the
sale for use in the control, prevention or
eradication of vermin, or noxious weeds, of
any apparatus, appliance or substance
offered or represented or which may be
offered or represented as suitable for any of
those purposes;

purchasing equipment and materials for
the control, prevention and eradication of
vermin and noxious weeds for resale to any
local authority or other person or body
pursuant to the provisions of any Act or
scheme formulated by the Profection Board
at cost price plus such amount to be deter-
mined by the Protection Board as shall
represent the costs of and incidental to
the purchasing, handling, forwarding and
administration;

(1) borrowing in such manner and subject to

such conditions as to borrowing and expen-
diture as the Tregsurer shall specify, such
sum or sums as shall not exceed at any
one time one hundred thousand pounds
for—

(1) meeting the expenses occasioned by
any emergency arising or likely to
arise in the control, prevention and
eradication of noxious weeds and
vermin; and
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(ii) purchasing wire netting and other

appliances required for supply to the
owner or occupier of a holding, pur-
suant to the provisions of section
eighty-nine of the Vermin Act;

(j) making advances to—
(i) the Boards of vermin districts for the

control, prevention and eradication
of vermin, where, in the opinion of
the Protection Board, the area of, and
incidence of vermin in the vermin
district involves extraordinary ex-
penditure in confrolling, preventing
and eradicating vermin;

(ii) local authorities for the control, pre-~

vention and eradication of noxious
-weeds;

(k) (i) payment, subject to the provisions of

(i)

subparagraphs (ii) and (iii) of this
paragraph, of bonuses at such rates, for
such periods for destruction of such
vermin in such districts as may, for
the purposes of this paragraph, from
time to time be declared by notice pub-
lished in the Gazetie by the Protection
Board and until any declaration is
made under the provisions of this para-
graph to the contrary, the provisions
of this paragraph shall apply to the
destruction of dingoes, dogs run wild
or at large, foxes, wedge-tailed eagles,
emus, emu eggs, wild goats and kan-
£aroos;

from time to time by declaration, notice
of which shall be published in the
Gazette, varying the provisions and
operations of a declaration made
and promulgated pursuant to the
power conferred by the last preced-
ing paragraph, by cancelling those
provisions and that operation wholly
or in part absolutely, or by cancelling
those provisions and that operation
wholly or in part and substituting
other provisions and their operation for
those so cancelled;
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ey

(m)

(iil) the rates of bonuses in respect of each
type of vermin shall be uniform in
respect of any one vermin district,
but may differ from those in respect
of other vermin districts;

(iv) the rates of bonuses, together with the
bonus payable under the provisions of
section one hundred and three of the
Vermin Act, shall not exceed—

for each dingo, or dog run wild or
at large, destroyed—one pound
five shillings;

for each fox destroyed—six shil-
lings;

for each wedge-tailed eagle de-
stroyed—{five shillings;

for each emu destroyed — three
shillings;

for each emu egg destroyed-—six-
pence;

for every one hundred wild goats
destroyed—two pounds;

for every one hundred kangarocos
destroyed —one pound {ive
shillings;

delegating such of its powers and duties,
except this power of delegation, for such
time and subject to such conditions as the
Protection Board shall determine, to the
Advisory Committee;

employing such officers and other em-
ployees as are necessary for the purposes of
carrying out the powers and duties con-
ferred and imposed upon the Profection
Board by this or any other Act;

with the consent of the Minister of the
Crown charged with the administration of
any Government department making use,
for the purpose of carrying out the provi-
sions of this Act, of the services of any per-
son employed in that department; and
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generally doing all such acts, matters and
things as the Protection Board shall con-
sider necessary or conducive to the control,
prevention and eradication of noxious
weeds and vermin and as the Protection
Board is authorised to do under the provi-
sions of this or any other Act.

9. (1) The funds necessary for the efiectual
exercise by the Protection Board of the powers
conferred and duties imposed upon it by this Act
shall be—

(a)

(b)

(e)

(d)

(e)

the sums and contributions referred to in
section eleven of this Act;

such moneys as are, from time to time,
appropriated by Parliament for that pur-
pose;

such moneys as the Protection Board may
horrow pursuant fo the provisions of this
Act;

the proceeds of any sale, lease, mortgage,
exchange or other disposal of land or
personal property which the Protfection
Board is authorised to effect and which
may properly be so used; and

the proceeds of investment of any part of
the fund which is not required for an
immediate use.

(2) All such moneys shall be placed to the credit
of an account to be kept at the Treasury and called
The Agriculture Protection Board Fund and shall
be applied to the purposes of this Act.

(3) The Protection Fund shall be operated upon
in such manner as may be prescribed.

10. All moneys standing to the credit of the
Protection Fund may, until required by the Protec-
tion Board in connection with the exercise of its
powers or the discharge of its duties under this Act,
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be temporarily invested as the Treasurer may
direct in any securities in which moneys in the
Public Account may lawfully be invested, and all
interest derived from such investment shall be paid
to the credit of the Protection Fund.

- Contribu- 11. (1) In this section—
§?§éctgion “Commission” means The Western Australian

Government Railways Commission consti-
tuted pursuant to the provisions of the
Government Railways Act, 1904-1948;

“expenditure” means the expenditure of the
Protection Board in carrying out the duties
and exercising the powers conferred upon
it by this and any other Act;

“specified area” means all those portions of the
State comprised in—

that part of the State which is north
of the twenty-sixth parallel of
south latitude;

the Vermin Districts of Black Range,
Coolgardie, Dundas, HEsperance,
Kalgoorlie, Leonora, Meekatharra,
Menzies, Mount Margaret, Murchi-
son, Shark Bay and Wiluna.

(2) In each year, pursuant to the authority of the
next succeeding subsection, there shall be paid into
the Protection Fund for the purpose of meeting ex-
penditure in respect of—

(a) the control, prevention and eradication of—

(i) noxious weeds—

a contribution by fhe Commis-
sion of five hundred pounds;
and

a sum of not less than seven
thousand pounds;
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(ii) vermin, a contribution by the Com-
mission of two thousand five hundred
pounds;

(iit) vermin, except insects, a sum of not
less than forty-four thousand
pounds;

(iv) vermin, in the specified area,—

a sum which amounts to not less
than three-fourths of the ex-
penditure fo which this para-
graph relates and which ex-
penditure is estimated by the
Protection Board from time to
time but does not exceed twelve
thousand pounds—

but the provisions of this sub-
paragraph shall not be con-
strued as limiting the expendi-
ture mentioned in the fore-
going subparagraphs of this
paragraph to parts of the State
not included in the specified
area, the intention being that
the sum mentioned in this
paragraph is authorised as
additional expenditure in the
specified area;

(v) grasshoppers, a sum of not less than
thirty thousand pounds;

(b) the general expenses of the Profection
Board, & sum of not less than twelve
thousand pounds.

(3) By virtue of, and without other authorisation
than the provisions of this Act—

the Commission shall make the contributions
mentioned in the last preceding sub-
section;

the sums which are mentioned in the last pre-
ceding subsection and which are other than
contributions shall be appropriated from
the consolidated revenue fund.
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(4) The provisions of this section requiring the
Commission to make contributions to the Protection
Fund shall not be construed so as to affect any
responsibility of the Commission to comply with the
provisions of the Noxious Weeds Act.

(5) Nothing contained in this section shall limit
or affect the expenditure of any other monies or
funds available for the purposes of this Act.

12. (1) For the purposes of assisting and advis-
ing the Protection Board there shall be a committee
constituted as provided in this section, which shall
be called the Emu and Grasshopper Advisory Com-
mittee.

(2) The Advisory Committee shall consist of five
members, including the Chairman, all of whom shall
be appointed by the Minister and shall comprise—

an officer of the Rural and Industries Bank of
Western Australia, who shall be Chairman,
and four representative members 1o repre-
sent those parts of the State in which the
agricultural industry is carried on and in
which the control, prevention or eradica-
tion of emus or grasshoppers or both, is
required.

(3) Meetings of the Advisory Committee shall be
held at such times as may be prescribed and, until
prescribed, when convened by the Chairman.

(4) The Advisory Committee shall conduct its pro-
ceedings in such manner as may be prescribed and,
until prescribed, as the Advisory Committee shall
determine, but in any case—

three members shall constitute a quorum for
the conduct of business;

all matters shall be determined by a majority
of the votes of the members present, and
where there is an equality of votes the
question is to be determined in the nega-
tive;

each member, including the Chairman, shall
be entitled to one vote only on the deter- .
mination of any matter.
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(5) The Advisory Committee may act and exercise
all of its powers notwithstanding any vacancy in
membership and no act or proceeding of the Ad-
visory Committee shall be invalid or illegal in con-
sequence only of any vacancy in membership exist-
ing at the time of any act or proceeding.

(6) (a) The Minister may, in respect of each
member of the Advisory Committee, appoint a per-
son to be deputy to that representative member and
to represent the same interests as that member.

(b) Any person appointed as a Deputy shall, in
the event of the absence of the member, have all the
powers of that member during his absence.

(¢) No appointment of and no act done in that
capacity by a Deputy shall be questioned on the
ground that the occasion for his appointment had
not arisen, or had ceased.

() Acceptance of, or acting in the office of, mem-
ber or deputy member of the Advisory Committee by
any person, shall not of itself render the provisions
of the Public Service Act, 1904-1948, the Super-
annuation Act, 1871-1947, or the Superannuation
and Family Benefits Act, 1938-1947, applicable to
him nor affect the application of those provisions to
him if they applied fo him at the time of the accept-
ance of or acting in the office.

- (8) Every member of the Advisory Committee shall
be entitled to such allowances and remuneration for
his services as may be prescribed.

(9) The Advisory Committee shall cause to be kept
minutes of all its proceedings in such manner and
form as the Protection Board may direct or approve.

(10) (a) The Advisory Committee may and at the
direction of the Protection Board shall make
inquiries into and report and formulate recom-
mendations in respect of matters relating to the
administration of the provisions of this Act relating
to the control, prevention and eradication of emus
or grasshoppers, or both.

(b) The Advisory Committee shall present its
reports and recommendations to the Profection
Board.
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(¢) The Advisory Committee shall exercise such of
the powers and duties of the Protection Board as the
Protection Board may delegate to it.

Delegation
of powers. 1 3 -

(1) The Protection Board may, in relation to
any matter or class of matters, or in relation to the
whole or any particular part of the State, by writ-
ing, delegate all or any of its powers and functions
under this Act, except this power of delegation, so
that the delegated powers or functions may be exer-
cised by the Advisory Committee with respect to the
matters or class of matters, or the whole of that
part of the State specified in the instrument of
delegation.

(2) Every delegation under this section shall be
revocable at the will of the Protection Board and no
delegation shall prevent the exercise of any power
or function by the Protection Board.

(3) Where, by the provisions of this or any other
Act, or a regulation in force by virtue of this Act or
any other Act—

(a) the exercise of any power or function by the
Protection Board; or

(b) the operation of any provisions of this or
any other Act or regulation made under this
or any other Act,

is dependent on the opinion, belief, satisfaction or
other state of mind of the Protection Board in rela-
tion to any matter—

(¢) that power or function, where delegated to
the Advisory Committee, may be exercised
by the Advisory Committee; or

(d) thatprovision may operate,
as the case may be, upon the opinion, belief, satis-
faction or state of mind of the Advisory Committee
in relation fo that matter.

Contracs. 14, In relation to contracts to which the Protec-
tion Board is a party, the following provisions shall
apply—

e o ing (a) every contract made by the Protection

clsputes, etc. Board may, if the Protection Board thinks
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fit, specify the person to whose satisfaction
the contract is to be completed and the
mode of determining any dispute which
arises concerning or in consequence of the
contract;

the powers granted to the Protection Board
under this or any other Act to make con-
tracts may be exercised as follows—

(i) any contract which, if made between
private persons would be required by
law to be in writing under seal, may
be made on behalf of the Protection
Board in writing under the common
seal of the Protection Board, and may
in the same manner be varied or dis-
charged,;

(ii) any contract which, if made between
private persons would be required by
law to be in writing signed by the
parties to be charged therewith, may
be made on behalf of the Protection
Board in writing signed by any
person acting under its authority
express or implied and may, in the
same manner, be varied or dis-
charged;

(iil) any contract which, if made between
private persons would be valid in law,
although made by parol only and not
reduced into writing, may be made
by parol on behalf of the Protection
Board by any person acting under its
authority express or implied and may
in the same manner be varied or dis-
charged;

all contracts so made and duly executed by
the parties thereto respectively shall be
effectual in law and binding on the Pro-
tection Board and all other parties thereto,
their successors, heirs, executors or ad-
ministrators, as the case may be, and in
the case of default in the execution of any
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such contract either by the Protection
Board or by any other party thereto, such
actions or suits or other proceedings may,
subject to the provisions of this Act, be
instituted either by or against the Protec-
tion Board in its corporate name or by or
against the other parties making the de-
fault, and such damages and costs re-
covered as might be instituted and re-
covered had the like contract been made
between private persons;

no contract made by the Protection Board
the consideration of which exceeds five
thousand pounds or the performance of
which may extend over a period exceeding
three years shall have any force or efiect
unless sanctioned by the Governor;

the Protection Board may compound and
agree with any person or firm who has
entered into any contract with it or against
whom any action or suit is brought for any
penalty contained in any such contract or
in any bond or other security for the per-
formance thereof or for or on account of
any breach or non-performance of any such
contract, bond or security for such sum of
money or other recompense as the Protec-
tion Board thinks proper.

Accounts. 15. The Profection Board shall provide and keep
books and enter therein true and regular accounts—

Reserve

(a)

(b)

of all moneys received and paid and of all
moneys owing to and by the Protection
Board, and of the several purposes for which
those moneys are received and paid and
owing; and

of all the assets and liabilities, profits and
losses.

accounts. 16. The Protection Board may, in respect of the
exercise of its powers and duties, establish and re-
cord in its books, such reserve accounts for renewals
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or depreciation as it thinks fit, and may in every
year, credit to each such reserve account such sums
as it thinks fif.

17. Annual estimates of the revenue and ex-
penditure of the Protection Board in connection
with the exercise by it of its powers and the dis-
charge of its duties under this Act shall be pre-
pared under such heads and in such manner as the
Treasurer shall direct, and shall be submitted to
Parliament.

18. The books of account to be kept by the Pro-
tection Board shall be open to the inspection of the
Auditor General and any person authorised by him
to inspect them, and he may take copies or extracts
from them.

19. The accounts of the Protfection Board in re-
lation to the business carried on by it under this
Act shall be balanced every year on the thirtieth
day of June.

20. (1) The Protection Board shall, in every year,
cause a full and true balance sheet of its assets and
liabilities, together with a trading account, and such
other statements as may be necessary, to be com-
piled from the books of account, and to be sub-
mitted to the Auditor General for audit.

(2) Such balance sheet and statements shall be
so prepared as to show fully and faithfully the finan-
cial results of the Protection Board’s operations for
the year.

(3) The Auditor General shall certify that he has
found the accounts in order or otherwise as the case
may be, and whether in his opinion the accounts are
properly drawn up so as to present a true and cor-
rect view of the transactions for the period under
review as shown by the books, and all items of re-
ceipts and payments and all known liabilities and
assets have been brought into account and the value
of all assets fairly stated.
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(4) The Auditor General ghall, in respect of such
accounts, have all the powers conferred on him by
the Audit Act, 1904-1947, -

21. The Protection Board shall prepare an annual
report of its proceedings and operations during the
preceding year, which report, together with copies
of the balance sheet and statements of account then
last prepared and audited and the Auditor General’s
report thereon, shall be laid by the Minister before
both Houses of Parliament as soon as practicable in
each year.

22. (1) Save as otherwise expressly provided, no-
thing in this Act shall affect any rights, powers,
authorities or duties of any Government depart-
ment.

(2) Where the exercise of any rights, powers or
authorities or the discharge of any duties by the
Protection Board may affect the exercise of any
rights, powers or authorities or the discharge of any
duties by any Government department, the Pro-
tection Board shall, so far as practicable, confer and
co-operate with that department.

(3) Any question, difference or dispute arising or
about fo arise between the Profection Board and
any Government department with respect to the
exercise of any rights, powers or authorities, or the
discharge of any duties by either or both of them,
may be finally and conclusively determined by the
Governor.

23. No matter or thing done by any member of
the Protection Board or the Advisory Committee or
by any officer or other person appointed or em-
ployed under the provisions of this Act, if done bona
fide in the exercise of his powers or in the perform-
avc~ of hig duties under this or any other Act, shall
subject him fo any personal liability in respect
thereof.
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24. (1) No action shall be maintainable against
the Protection Board for any cause unless the action
is commenced within twelve months after its cause
shall have arisen.

(2) No such action shall be commenced until one
month after a notice in writing is given to the Pro-
tection Board stating the cause of action and the
name and address of the party about to sue.

(3) No action shall lie or be brought or continued
against the Protection Board in respect of any
injury to the person, unless the person injured sub-
mits himself to examination by a medical practi-
tioner or medical practitioners appointed by the Pro-
tection Board at all reasonable times as the Pro-
tection Board may require.

25. Where there is conflict or inconsistency be-
tween the provisions of this Act and those of the
Workers’ Compensation Act, 1912-1949, to the extent
of the conflict or inconsistency, the latter shall pre-
vail.

26. All courts, judges and persons acting judici-
ally shall take judicial notice of the common seal
of the Protection Board affixed to any deed and shall
presume that such seal was properly affixed thereto.

27. Any notice, summons, writ or other proceed-
ing required to be served upon the Protection Board
may be served by being given personally to the
Chairman or the officer of the Protection Board
authorised to receive it.

28. Every notice, order, summons or other docu-
ment requiring authentication by the Protection
Board may be sufficiently authenticated without the
seal of the Protection Board if signed by the Chair-
man or officer of the Protection Board authorised
to sign it.
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29. The Protection Board may, without prejudice
to the provisions of section one hundred and
twenty-eight of the Vermin Act, order either gener-
ally or in any particular case that proceedings be
taken for the recovery of any penalties incurred
under or for the punishment of any persons offend-
ing against this Act or under or against any by-law
or regulation.

30. In all proreedings before justices or in any
Court of petty sessions, any officer of the Protection
Board appointed by the Chairman in writing under
his hand for that purpose may represent the Pro-
tection Board in all respects as though such officer
was the party concerned.

31. (1) In any prosecution or legal proceeding
under the provisions of this Act or the by-laws or
regulations instituted by or under the direction of
the Protection Board, no proof shall be required,
until evidence is given to the contrary, of—

(a) the constifution of the Protection Board;

(b) any order of the Protection Board to prose-
cute;

(c) the particular or general appointment of
any officer of the Protection Board to take
proceedings against any person;

(d) the powers of the officer to prosecute;

(e) the appointment of the Chairman or of any
member or officer of the Protection Board;
or

(f) the presence of a quorum at any meeting at
which any order is made or any Act is done
by the Protection Board.

(2) The production of—

(&) a copy of the Government Gazette contain-
ing any rule, by-law, regulation, declara-
tion, order or notice purporting to have
been made or given under any of the provi-
giong of this Act; or
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(b) a copy purporting to be a true copy of any
such rule, by-law, regulation, declaration,
order or notice certified ag such under the
hand of the Chairman or an authorised
officer of the Protection Board—

shall be evidence until the contrary is proved of the
due making, existence, confirmation, approval and
giving of such rule, by-law, regulation, declaration,
order or notice and of all preliminary steps necessary
to give full forece and effect to the same.

32. All documents whatever purporting to be
issued or written by or under the direction of the
Protection Board and purporting to he signed by
the Chairman or an authorised officer, shall he
received as evidence in all courts and before all
persons acting judicially within the State and shall
without proof be deemed to have been issued or
written by or under the direction of the Protection
Board until the contrary is shown.

33. (1) The Governer may make regulations
prescribing forms, fees and other matters and
things which, by this Act, are contemplated,
required, or permitted to be prescribed, or which
appear to him necessary or convenient to be
prescribed for the purpose of effectually carrying
out the provisions of this Act, or for better effecting
the objects and purposes of this Act.

(2) The regulations may impose a penalty not
exceeding fifty pounds for a breach of any regula-
tion.
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