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An Ordinance for the further amendment of the Laws
with respect to Lvidence. (16 & 17 Vie., c. 83,
Tmperial.) [dssented to 20tk April, 1855.

HEREAS the law touching evidence requires further amend-

ment: Be it therefore enacted by His Excellency the

Governor of Western Australia and its Dependencies, by and with the
advice and eonsent of the Liegislative Couneil thereof :—

1. That on the trial of any issue joined or of any mabter or question
or on any inquiry arising in any suit, action or other proceeding in any
Court of Justice or before any person having by law or by consent of
pariies, anthority to hear, receive and examine evidenee, the husbands
and wives of the parties thereto, and of the persons in whose behalf
any such suit, action or other proceeding may be brought or instituted
or opposed or defended, shall, except as hereinafter excepted, be com-
petent and compellable to give evidence either vivd voce or by deposi-
tion, according to the practice of the Court, on behalf of either or any
of the parties to the said suif, action, or other proceeding.

Amended by 2, That nothing herein contained shall render any husband com-

8 ¥ie, Mo 10 pafent or compellable to give evidence for or against his wife, or any
wife competent or compellable to give evidence for or against her
husband, in any eriminal proceeding or in any proceeding instituted in
consequence of adultery.

3. That no husband shall be compellable to diselose any eommuni-
cation made to him by his wife during the marriage, and no wife shall
be compellable to disclose any communieation made to her by her
husband during the marriage.
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