WESTERN AUSTRALIA.
ANNO QUARTO & QUINTO
VICTORIZA REGIN A,

No. 9.

An Act to provide for the Registration of
Births, Deaths, and Marriages, in the
Colony of Western Australia.

RTHEREAR it is expedient that all Births, Deaths, and Mar- p,0n0re.
riages, in the Colony of Western Australia should be duly
Tegistered ;—Be it therefore enacted, by Iis Excellency the Governor 4 Registrar and Sub-ro:
of Western Australia, by and with the advice and consent of the ¥ be appointed.
egislative Council thereof, that it shall be lawful for His Excellency
the Governor, with the advice of the Execative Council, to appoint
2 Registrar for superintending and keeping a General Register of all
Births, Deaths, and Marriages in the colony of Western Australia,
and also Sub:registrars in the several districts of the colony as may
be found expedient ; notice of which appointments shall be published
0 two successive Gazettes.
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covernor to make regu- 11, AND be it enacted, that His Excellency the Governor, with

lntions for the guidance ghe advice of the Executive (ouncil, may from time to time issue

?;?sﬁiﬂ?““r and Sub-re- regulations for the guidance of the said Registrar and Sub-registrars,
and other officers, in performance of their respective duties, in accor-
dance with the provisions of this Aet.

Sub-registrar mey ap- IIL. AND be it enacted, that it shall be lawful for any Sub-

3;‘3231;31?{;?513 10 sha registrar to appoint by writing under his hand, subject to the
approval of the Governor, a fit person to act as his deputy in case of
the illness or unavoidable absence of such Sub-registrar; and ever
such deputy, whilst so acting, shall have all the powers and duties,
and be subject to all the provisions and penalties, herein declared
concerning Sub-registrars; and in case of the death of the Sub-re-
gistrar, shall act as Sub-registrar until another Sub-registrar is ap-
pointed ; and every Sub-registrar shall be civilly respounsible for the
acts or omissions of his deputy.

Aunuat abstract of Re- 1V, AND be it enacted, that the Registrar shall, within two

%&it‘givte‘;n‘;‘;_l“‘d bofere months after the Slst day of March in each year, furnish to the
Colonial Secretary, for the information of His Excellency the Go-
vernor, a return of the number of Births, Deaths, and Marriages,
registered duoring the twelve months past.

Register Books, &e, to V. AND be it enacted, that a sufficient number of books for

be provided making entries of all Births, Deaths, and Marriages, shall be fur-
nished at the cost of the Local Government to the Registrar and Sub-
registrars, where such officer may Dbe appointed, as aforesaid,
according to the forms of the annexed schedules; and all such other
forms ds may be required by this Act.

Notice of Biths ma VI  AND be it enacted, that the father or mother of any child
gfgf};;gti;ffr;l"m o the horn, or the occupier of every house or tenement in which any birth
o or death shall happen, shall within one month after the date of such

birth or death respectively, give notice thereof to the Sub-registrar

of the district, and such Sub-registrar is hereby required to inform

Sub-registrar to segister himself carefully of every birth or death which shall happen within
same, k. his district, and to learn and register, and to take a duplicate register
of the same as soon after the event as conveniently may be done, ac-

cording to the forms ir the annexed schedules, touching every such
birth or death, as the case may be. '

All books, &c,to be  VII. AND be it enacted, that in every case in which any Regis-
fffﬂf;};&‘}l1°2:1§ﬁf§';‘fg‘§21 trar or Sub-registrar, or deputy, shall be removed from, or cease to
brar, hold, the said office, all boxes, keys, books, documents, papers, and
cther goods and chattels in his possession as such Registrar, Sub-
registrar, or deputy, shall be given up as soon as conveniently may
be to his successor in office, and if any person shall refuse to give P
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the same in such case as aforesaid, it shall be lawful for any Justice

of the Peace, upon application made for that purpose, to issue a sum- ,
mons under his hand for such person to appear beforc any twomee: "7 11 s
Justices of the Peace, who shall hear and determine the matter in a

summary way ; and if it shall appear to the said Justices that any

such boxes, keys, books, documents, papers, or other goods or chat-

tels, are in the custody or power of any snch person, and that he

refuses or wilfully neglects to deliver the same, the said Justices are

hereby required to commit such offender to a Common Gaol or house

of Correction, there to remain without bail until he shall have

delivered up the same, or until satisfaction shall have been given in

respect thereof, to the person in whose custody the same ought to be;

and the said Justices may grant 2 warrant to search for such boxes, Search warrent.
keys, books, documents, papers, goods or chattels, as in the case of

stolen goods in any dwelling-house or other pemises in which any

credible witness shall prove upon oath before them that there is rea-

sonable cause to suspect the same to be.

VIIL. AND be it enacted, that every person by wlom the infor- Informant, to sign  his
mation contained in any Register of Births or Deaths under this Acg ™™™ ¥enintheRegnier
shall have been given, shall sign his or her name, annexing his or her
description and place of abode, in the Register, and no register of
birth or death according to this Act shall be given in evidence which
shall not be signed by some person professing to be the informant,

and to be such party as is herein required to give such information
to the Sub-registrar.

IX. AND beit enacted, that after the solemnization of every Registryof Marriages.
marriage, the Sub-registrar, or his deputy, shall cause such marriage
to be registered according to the form of the annexed schedule, and
such entry shall be signed by the Sub-registrar, or his deputy, and
by the parties married, and by two credible witnesses : after which,

such officer shall take a duplicate register signed by the several par-
ties aforesaid.

X. AND be it enacted, that every Sub-registrar shall transmit t0 puplicate Registers and
the Registrar by the earliest proper opportunity, all such duplicate gﬂ:ggnﬁggi;t’faf“"’“ded
registers as aforesaid, and shall, within one month after the 81st day
of March in each year, send to the Registrar a Return of all Births,

Deaths, and Marriages that may have taken place in his district _
during the past year; and in case any duplicate register shall begslzelécdup({icgé&nfégggt:;
lost or destroyed, the deficiency tnay be supplied by a copy from e suppiicd.

the original Register, attested by the Sub-registrar, and, where

Practicable, by the Mirister or person who performed the ceremony.

XL AND be it enacted, that the Registrar shall cause to he Duplicates of Registors of

. . . . . . births, deaths, and mar-
transcribed into the General Register, all the Duplicate Registers of yiages to bo transeribed

into one general Register.
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Births, Deaths and Marriages, and shall enter them in such ordep
that by means of Indexes or other orderly arrangement the samg
may be readily seen and examined. And every registrar or sub.
Scasches to be made and Yegisirar shall at all re_asouable times allow _searches to be made of
%‘;gi‘;ﬂ;ﬁi:gﬁgﬁ;;g any register book in his keeping, and shall give a copy certified un.
er his hand and seal of any entry or eptries in the same, on payment

of the fee hereinafter mentioned.

Certified copies given by ~ X1I. AND be it enacted, that a Seal of Office shall be furnisheq

e e ey at the cost of the Local Government to the Registrar and Sub-

sealed, registrars, who shall respectively cause to be sealed therewith all
such certified copies as aforesaid, and all such certified copies so
sealed as aforesaid shall be received as evidence of the birth, death,
or marriage to which the same relates, without any further or other
proof of such entry, and no certified copy purporting to be given by
the Registrar or Sub-registrars shall be of any force or effect which is
not sealed as aforesaid.

Penalty fornot givingno-  AI11.  AND be it enacted, that if the father or mother of any

tico of birth ordeath. ¢hild born, or the occupier of any house or tenement in which any
birth or death shall happen, shall fail to give notice as aforesaid of
such birth or death within the space of one calendar month from the
time of such birth or death, he or she shall forfeit and pay a sum of
not less than Twenty Shillings and not more than Five Pounds.

};?}ngf&fo‘l‘iﬂﬁ‘fg]g“’ XIV. AND be it enacted, that every person _Who_ shall W.ilfully
make or cause to be made, for the purpose of being inserted in any
Register of birth, death, or marriage, any false statement touching
any of the particulars herein required to be registered, shall be sub-
ject to the same pains and penalties as if guilty of perjury.

Penalty for not duly ver A V. .AND be it enacted, that every Sub-registrar th shall re-
,%ii"ﬂ;i%;a‘;iiélfﬁ o Jeaths, fuse or without reasonable cause omit to attend at any marriage or to
ing or injuring the regis- TegIster any marriage at wh;ch he may .be present, or any blrth_ or
Lors, not Jess t;‘\:“&eg;; death of which he shall have had duenotice, and every person having
Tweaty five Paunds,  the custody of any register book or duplicate register thereof, who
shall carelessly lose or injure the same, or carelessly allow the same
to be injured whilst in his keeping, shall for every such offence
forfeit and pay a sum not less than Five Pounds nor exceeding

Twenty-five Pounds.
Penalty for desiroping o XVI. AND be it enacted, that any person who shall wilfully des-
- " troy or injure, or cause to be destroyed or injured, any register book
or duplicate register thereof, or shall falsely make or counterfeit or
cause to be falsely made or counterfeited, any part of such registers, or
shall wilfally insert or cause to be inserted in any register book any
false entry of any birth, death or marriage, or shall give any false
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certificate or shall certify any writing to he a copy or extract of any
register book, knowing the same register to be false in any part
theveof, or shall forge or counterfeit the seal of the Registrar or Sub-
regisirar, shall be guilty of Felony.

XVII. PROVIDED always and be it enacted, that if any error Accidental errors may te

ghall be discovered to have been committed in the form or substance ®orected.

of any entry, it shall be lawful for the Registrar or Sub-registrar to

rectify such error in the margin without any alteration of the origi-

nal entry, provided the same be done in the presence of the parents

of the child whose birth may have been erroneously registered, or of

the parties married, or of two persons who may have been attending

vpon any person in his or her last illness, or who can bear testimony

to the death of the same.

XVIII. AND be it further enacted, that all fines and forfeltures Recovery of fines.
incurred under the provisions of this Act may be recovered by sum-
mary conviction before any two Justices of the Peace, and in case
any such fine or forfeiture, together with costs of convietion, shall not
be paid within the time mentioned by the order of the convicting
Justices, it shall be lawful for the said Justices to levy and raise the
same by distress and sale of the goods and chattels of the offender,
and in case such goods and chattels be found insufficient for that pur-
pose, to commit the offender or offenders to prison, there to be kept
to hard labour for any time not exceeding six calendar months, unless
such fines, with all the costs of proceeding, shall be sooner paid.

XIX. AND beit further enacted, that if any person shall think Appeal to Quarter Ses-
himself aggrieved by any judgment or conviction made under this®"
Act, such person may appeal therefrom to the next Court of Quarter
Sessions, which Court shall hear and determine the matter of such
appeal, and shall summon all necessary parties and witnesses, and
shall make such ordersin affirmation or reversal of the judgment or
conviction appealed from and for the payment of the costs of the ap-
peal as to such Court shall seem meet, and shall enforce such order
(if necessary) by distress and sale of the goods and chattels of any
person refusing or neglecting to obey such order, or by imprisonment
of any such person for any time not exceeding six calendar months,
provided that notice of such appeal be given by the appellant to the
Justice or Justices from whose judgment or conviction such appeal Notice aud seentiiy &
shall be made within three days next after such jndgment or convic- coss of appeal. — °
tion, and that such appellant deposit the sum of Five Pounds with the
said last-mentioned Justices or enter into recognizance with two
sureties for securing paymient of the costs of such appeal.

XX. AND be it enacted, that no conviction before any Justice or ¥o conviction, &e, void

» v . . . fi
Justices under this Act, nor any adjudication made on appeal there-2r oot %;fng;m‘,’;rﬁ“ be
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from shall be quashed for want of form nor be removed by writ of
certiorari or otherwise, and no warrant or commitment shall be held -
void by reason of any defect therein, provided that it be thereiy
alleged that the party has been convicted, and that there be good ang-
valid conviction to sustain the same.

Appropristion of fines,” XX L. AND beit further enacted, that all fines and forfeitureg
recovered under this Actshall be divided, paid and applied as follows
(that is to say), after deducting charges of prosecution and sale from
the produce thereof, one moiety shall be paid to the Colonial Trea.
surer, to be appropriated towards the government of the colony in
such manner as the Governor, acting with the advice and consent of
the Legislative Council, shall by law appoint, and the other moiety to
the party or parties informing.

Act may be amended, e, XXIL  AND be it enacted, that this Act may be altered, amended
or repealed, by any Act or Acts to be passed in the present Sessions

JOHN HUTT,
GoveRNOoR AND CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEFR.
Passed the Council
27th May, 1841.

WarginsHAw Cowan,
Clerk of the Council.
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Where died.\Informant’s name, %ec.
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