WESTERN AUSTRALIA.

BUSH FIRES.

1 & 2 Fpwo. VII, No. 18. :
(As amended by No. 36 of 1904 and No. 27 of 1925.)

AN ACT to diminish the Dangers resulting from
. Bush Fires.

{dssented to 19th February, 1902.]

HEREAS if is expedient to amend the law relating

to Bush Fires: Be it enacted by the King’s Most

KExcellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of

the Legislative Council and Legislative Assembly of *West-

ern Austxaha in this present Parliament assembled, and by
the authority of the same, as follows

1. This Act may be cited as the Bush Fires Act, 1902, . short tive.

2. This Act shall come into force on the first day of Datw of commence-
ment and adminis-

March, 1902, and shall be administered by the Minister for tration.
Lands, hereinafter referred to as ‘‘the Minister.” Fo. 27 of 1025, &. 2.

3. The Bush Fires Act, 1885 (49 Vict,, No. 9), and the gep.
Bush Fires Act, 1885, Amendment Act, 1898 (62 Viet., No. 17)
are hereby repealed.”

4. TIn this Act, if not inconsistent with the context— Interpretation.

““Bush’’ shall mean and include grass, stubble, scrub,
bushes, trees, and all other vegetation.

““Prohibited times’’ shall mean the times of the year
dunng which it shall be declared by ihe Governor
in Council to be unlawful to set fire to the bush
within any district or part of the State.

“OCcupler of land’’ shall include any person residing
on the land and having charge or control thereof,
whether such person shall be the owner or tenant or
a bailiff, servant, caretaker or other person residing
and having charge or control as aforesaid.
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2 Bush Fires.

tovernor may de- 9. (1) The Governor may, by notice in the Gazette, de-
fwe  Proniblted  o)are the times of the year during which it shall be anlawful
to set fire to the bush within any district or part of the State

mentioned in the notice.

- (2.) A copy of the Gaeette containing any such nofice
shall be received in all courts of justice and elsewhere as
evidence ‘of the prohibited times within the distriet or part
of the State named in such notice.

No. 36 of 1004, 8. 2. (3.) The Governor may, from tune fo time, suspend the
No. 270l 1925, 8. 7. heration of amy declaration made under this section, so far
. us such declaration extends to any railway reserve, or any
land under the control of the Conservator of Forests, for

any period not exceeding six weeks in any one year.

ety for lighting 6. LKvery person who shall “‘filfully or negligently set fire
hibited times. to the bush within any district or part of the State during
the plolnblted times for that distriet or part shall be liable

to a penalty not exceeding Iifty pounds:

No. 27 of 1025, 3. 8. Provided that, subject to section seven, it shall be law-
ful during such prohibited times for any owner or occupier
of land to burn off the bush between two plou<rh breaks or -
spade breaks, between the hours of eight o’clock in. the even-
ing and twelve o’clock midnight, for the purpose only of pro-
tecting any dwelling-house or other building or stack of hay,
wheat, or other produce within ten chains of a dwelling-house
or other building :

- Provided. also that the outer break shall not be d1stant
more than ten chains from the property to be protected.

o sl to b4 7. No person shall burn any part of the bush at any time

cautions token. during the months of October to April; both inclusive, un-
fess— ’

(a) he bas delivered or caused to be delivered person-
ally to each ownmer or occupier of all adjoining
lands four days’ pr evious notice m writing of such
mtention; nor unless

(L) he keeps at least three men in attendance until all
grass, sinbble, or serub has heen burnt, fo prevent
such fire extending beyond the limit of his own
land or land occupied by him.

Bvery person acting contrary to this section shall bu
liabhle to a penalty not e\ceedmn Flf_i ¥ pounds.
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Nothing in this section contained shall anthorise any act
or thing contrary to section six.

Ta. (1.) The Governor may, by a notice published in the
Gazette, declare anv defined portion of the State to be a fire-
protected area. i

(2.) Within any such area it shall be unlawfu! for any
person to set fire to the bush on any land, or at any time,
without the permission of the Minister, or an officer acting
with his authority.

Penalty: Fifty pounds:

Provided that such permission shall be granted subjec:
only to the compliance by the applicant with such eonditions
as may be prescribed by regulations under,this Act to re-
strict the fire to the land on w]neh the burnmo" off is carried
out.

(3.) Section five of this Act shall not apply to a fire-pro-
tected area, buf section seven shall apply.

(4:) Notwithstanding that permission is granted as

Pire protected
areas.

No. 27 of 1925, 5. 5.

aforesaid, nothing in this section shall be deemed to relieve .

any. person from liability for any actionable damage sus-
-tained by any other person in consequence of the burning-off
operations.

8. No ];ﬁerson between the first of October and the 30th

April in any year shall (in connection with any gun, rifle,
pistol, or other firearm) carry or use any wadding made of
paper, cotton, llnen or any other ignitible sub%tance ‘

Every person acting contraly to this section shall be
liable to a penalty not exceeding Ten pounds.

‘9. If any person, within the period last aforesaid, shal
use or carry any gun, rifle, pistol, or other firearm upon or
over any land the property of or in possession of any other
person, the owner or occupier of such land or his servant
may seize and examine such gun, rifle, pistol, or -other fire-
arm, and all ammunition and material carried by such first-
named person, for the purpose of ascertaining the nature of
the wadding carried or used. ’

Every person refusing to allow such seizure and exam:

ination, or who shall, upon the ocecasion’ thereof, refuse to
disclose his name and address to the person demanding the

No ignitible wad-
ding to be carried
or used.

Person offending -
against preceding
soction may be
searched,



4 Bush Fires.

same, or who shall give a false name or address, shall be
liable to a penalty of not less than Two pounds nor more
than Five pounds:

No fire 1o be Hghted 10 (] ) NO }'ICI'SOI]-—"

or used In open, un.
akgn, TrecRane (a) shall light or use any fire in the open ‘air for the
: purpose of cooking, camping, or for any other
purpose, without a space of ground around the
same of the radius of ten feet at least having been
previously cleared of all grass, hushes, and leaves
or branches of trees; or
(b) having lighted or used any such fire, shall neglect to
fully and completely extinguish the same before
. leaving the place.

BEvery person acting eontrary to this section shall be liable
to a penalty of not less than Two pounds nor more than
Twenty pounds.

(2) Tiverv person who is discovered or proved to have

“been in any party which has lighted or nsed any such fire,

or to have heen present when the same was lighted or used

- contrary to this section, shall he deemed guilty of having
acted contrary to this section.

Yo gmokink neas 11. FEverv person who.shall at any time smoke any. pipe,
cigar, cigarette. or other substance within twenty vards of
any stable or of any rick, stack, or field of hay, corn, straw,
stubble, or other inflammable vegetable production, shall,
unless such smoking was within a town, or with a pipe pro-
perly and securely covered, be liable to a penalty of not less
than Ten shillings nor more than Two pounds.

Peoalty for lahtios  12.” Whosoever shall-—

or attempt!

et "t 'fn:u‘“mtf“ ’ (a) light or cause to he lighted, or attempt to light any
fire; or

{(b) put or place any matches or other mﬂqmmable or

combnstible substance, matter, or thing.in snch a
nosition that the same may dlreet]v or indirectly
he ignited bv the sam ‘s rave, or hy friction or ather
means, or he exploded or set on fire, or whereby
anv fire may be lighted or caused.

under such circumstances as to be likely to inijure or dam-
age any person or property shall, whether such fire shall he
caused or not, e guilty of an offence, and liable on snmmary



Bush Iires.

conviction {o be imprisoned for any term not exceeding one
vear, with' or without hard labour, or to a fine not exceeding
One hundred pounds.

13. 'When a bush fire which a coroner has, by section one
of the Fire Inguiry Aect, 1887, jurisdiction to inguire into
originates or extends within the district of a roads hoard,
the coroner having jurisdiction within such district shall
hold an inguiry into the cause and origin of such firve if re-
quested, in writing, so.to do by—

(a) the roads board of the'd:is'trict; or

(b) any bona fide resident who has suffered damage
from such fire.

14, No conviction, payment of penalty, endurance of
punishment, or proceeding taken under this Act shall take
away or affect any right of action or other remedy at Com-
mon Law or otherwise which any person may have in respect:
of any loss or damage caused by any such fire as aforesaid.

19. The sections in the Second Schedule of the Interpre-
tation Aect, 1898, lettered respectively A, D, ¥, and I, shall he
incorporated with this Aet.

16. All moneys received for penalties imposed for of-
fences against this Act shall be paid to the Minister, who
shall pay .a moiety thereof, less expenses, to the municipal
council or roads board within whose limits such offence was
committed, for the use of the said council or board.

16a. The Governor may make regulations for the pur-
poses of this Act, and may prescribe a penalty not exceed-
ing twenty pounds for any breach thereof.

By Authority: I'kkp, Wai, Simrsox, Governwent Printer, Perth.

‘Coroner to hokl
Inquiry when re-
quested.

This Act not to
affect rights at Iaw.

Intorpretatfon Act,

Penalties.
No. 27 of 1025,
B, 4,

Reguistions.
Xo. 27 of 1925, 5. 8,
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