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Colonial Secretary’s Office, Perthy

L January 4, 1844,
Hiy Exeéllency the Governor has beén
g‘ea&eﬂ*tonppbim’*s;;w. Viveash, Esq,, 10
e Sub-Registrar of Births, Deaths, and
Marriages;j for the Distriet of the ‘Swan

sbove Perth, in the room of T\ N, Yale,

Esq.

By His Exeellency's command,
PETER BROWN. ;

Colonial Seeretary’s Office, Perth,
January 11, 1844,

His Exzcellency the Governor has been
pleased to direct the following Fourth 4n-
nual Report of the Protector of Natives,
C. Symmons, Eeq., to be published for
general information.

By His ecelleney's command,

PETER BROWH.

Perth, Dec. 31,1843,
8ir,~—At the close of the fourth year
afterentering on the dufies of Preteetor of
Aborigines, T have the honor to submit my
Aonusl Report to His Escellency the

Governor.

The conduct of the natives under my su-
perintendence has for so long a period heen
so strietly inofleusive, so almost wholly free
from these acts of petty aggression, which
might naturally be expected in the unre-
strained intercourse of an uncivilized people
with Europeans, that were I not borne out
by the experience of my widely extended
district, I might be suspected of having pre-
arranged my late quarierly reports on one
andeviating system of panegyric.

During the period of the last (15) fifieen
inonths, not a native subject to my juris-
diction has been arraigned at the eviminal
bar; a fact, however mainly atiributable to
the good conduct of the aborigines, is like-
wige, I consider, most creditable to the for-
bearance and kind feeling of their European
neighbors, and affords the most satisfactory
evidence of the efficient working of our
police regulations, and general system of
native management.

_ Independently of frequent visits to the
stations in my more immediate vicinity, |
have during the past vear made two official
tonrs to the Murray, Leschenanlt, Vasse,
and Angusta distriets, To Augusta my
aitention was in the month of April lust

~more particularly directed, rumours of
threarened outrage on the family of Mr.
Turner, the almost sole remaining resident
in that district, having reached me at head-
quarters, and to which the very recent
removal of the military from that outpost,
combined with ita extremely isolated posi-
tion, gave some plausibility.

Accompanied, therefore, by the Chief
Constable of Poliee for the southern dis-
trictg, I proceeded direct to Angusta. On
my arrival, I found that this, like all other
rumors connected with, or emanating from
the natives, had been much exaggerated ;
that the aborigines in the immediate vieinity
were not only decidedly friendly disposed,
but were sctually in the employ of Mr.
Turner as herdsmen and farm laborers;
and that the threais of aggression were of
such an extremely vagne and indefinite
nature. that ne importance ¢6tld reasonably
be autached 10 them,

But alikough the result of my visit gave
me no reason to apprehend and premedi-
tated evil inteutions on the part of the native
pepulation, still it wounld have been at that
time prematore fo infer that Mr. Turner’s
position, so isolated, so dependent on his
own resonrces,and feeble means of defence,
was not one of considerable difficuliy.
Nine mionths have since elapsed, and with

the: exception of the robbery ofiwhit Ivfi
wholly unguarded, no-inierrupiion: of ihie
-formier friendly. interéourse has oceurred
tand by’a continuance of that firmness and
- forbearance for which Mr. Turner and his
; family have héen hithierto distinguisned, 1
v8se but smhallicansé forapprehending future
danger;jor ¢ven'sefious aniisyantedrom thie
aboriginul population. “

In cach of the otlier distriorg, the ‘expe-
Urienee of . the pase year induees mie 16 be~
! lieve that, asthe intercoursels morefrequent
"80 are the goot offices between the nutives-
tand the settlers becoming daily more esren-
tial, and their mutual interestz more closely
connected and recognised.

His Excellency will feel gratified at thus
finding that the, withdrawal of the troops
from several of the outstations, a measure
fraught at the time with uncertainty a= to
its effects on the native character, has been
hitherto unattended by any obnoxious results
t0 the peace of the community.

O native schools at Perth and Fre-
mantle are making a steady and most satis-
tactory advunce. At the former, a more
efficient systern of internal management
hus, under the superintendence of the Com-
mittee, heen lately adopted By the present
arrangement, the pupils are subjected to 2
more constant supervision thun  before:
their meals are taken in the presence of the
Wesleyan Minister and his family, and 2
greaterorderand decorum thereby enforeed.
Dormitories and other necessary apartments
havebeen erected by subscription, and other
arrangementsare in process of organization,
all tending to the further gradusl perfee-
tion of this interesting experiment. Ata
late publie examination,the progress evinced
in reading, writing, needlework, and the
rudiments of scriptural knowledge, was
Lighly encouraging and satisfactory.

In the early part of this year, the rites of
haptism and marriage were administered
by the Wesleyan Minister to two aduls
natives, both late pupils of our schoel, and
at present resident in service ut the Mission
House. Some months subsequent I wit-
nessed the baptism by the Rev. the Colonial
Chaplain of a young adult native boy, who
has heen for some years in the regular
employ of an inhabitant of Perth. Spon-
sors, as for an infant, took uponthemselves
the usual obligations, although the lad was
perfectly cognizant of our Church Cate-
chism, and spoke English with remarkable
fluencey.

At the commencement of the past yearit
was judged expedient to withdraw the
Gosernment stipend from the native school
at Guildford, the progress of the pupils,
and its couscquent advantages, not being
deemed equivalent to the expense; & fact
chicfly attributable to the scattered nature
of the population, and the unavoidable un-
favorable hours of wition. In lieu of this
school, another has been estahlished or: the
Upper Swan, but is of too recent formation
to permit me to speak decidedly of its future
prospects of success.

With reference to the native establish-
ment on the -Island of Rottnest, it is grati-
fying to remark that the number of its
prisoners is gradually decreasing, and that
from the influence of its name, it will pro-
“bably henceforward serve rather as the
preventive than the puoisher of crime.

Since my last annual report, two prisoners
have died,~—the one from dysentery, the:
other from venereal ; the general health of
the remainder (at this time seventeen in
number). has been uninterruptedly good.
With the concurrence of His Excellency,
I have made some alteratious in the dis-
cipline and domegtic arrangements, as also

gone slightraddition o the divtary of the
establishments e waprer T huve done,
not <0 much on aceonnt of awy previous
insuflicivnuy, a8 to-prevent the possibility
of complainte: by the prisondrs on this
seore;.

Un the miuds of thode nativessvhio have
been subsequently released from Hetfotat,
the disciplive of the prizson has produted o
most salutary effect, - In bar one instanies:
since the formution of the cmblishmenty
has amative, onee ¢ prioner, roudered hime

self again amenable to thé laws, while the

exaggerated nurrations of the aborigines 1o
each other of the rigour of the guol regus
lations, has grestly aided in deterring the
hush natives frem the commission of acta
of aggression,

During the past year 1 have had my af.
tention directed 1o several cases of native
intoxication. This being a vice from which
until of iate the sborigines had been res
markably exempt, has doubticss bren ens
couraged in them by the example, and 1
fear in muny instunces by the very persua-
sions of the Europeans.

The taste for ferniented liquors is, how-
ever, yet in its infancy, and will, I trust, be
effectually checked by a legal enactment
passed last sessions, rendering it penal b
supply any native with intoxicating drink.

The appointment of Mr. E. Hester as
Chief Counstable of Police for the southern
district, and the stesdiness and activity dige
played by him ou various occusions, appesy
w have given general satistaction 1o the
settlers.  In a thinly populated disirier,
surrounded by numerous tribes of nneivie

lized mnatives, the efficacy of such an ape

pointment must be self’ evident, when it ia
filled by a person so intimatelv sequainted
with the habits and lunguage of the abo-
rigines as Mr. Hester, in constaut and
direct communication with the local magis-
tracy, and ever on the apot 10 conciliate the
well inclined, aud repress the turbulence of
the disaffected.  Incases of actual outrage,
the services of such un individual are traly
valuable, as the efforts of the ordinary dige
trict constables, when in the pursuit of nas
tives in the bush, have in most instances
proved ineflectual.

I haveseverai times within the past year,
at the mutual request of the parties, inden.
tured native lads to respectable settlers in
the district of Perth, and in almost every
instance they have given satisfaction,

As an initiatory experiment, preparatory
to a longer period of service, and as tending
gradually to wean the native from his de-
sultory and roving habiry, I am inelined,
under certain reservatious, to think favoe
rably of this system of indenture, but from
the experience in a late instance of s injue
rivus effects, and indeed totul incflicacy
when applied to service of any long dura-
tion, I am decidedly opposed 1o auy native
hetng permitted or indueed to bind himselt
for more than six wmonths, and in most
cases I should certuinly prefer three, To
endeuvor to retain by legal enactments the
services of an unwilling European servant,
is ever an irksome, too gencrally a losing
game to the employer; but 10 hope for
suecess in a similar struggle with a refrace
tory native, is a manifest absurdity.

Inthe casg of the native Ngugandung,
who was arrested i1 the Vasse district for
an aggravated assault on a native woman,

and on a charge for having broken into a
settler’s hut at Augusta,

In endeavorin
to escape from the constable, he threw hime-
gelf into the River Vasse and was drowned.
He hud previously beex twelve months at
Rottnest.



Time, kind treatment, and a just appre-
ciation of the benefits derivable from his
intercourse with civilization,  can alone
transform an Australian savage into a wil-
ling and permanent coadjutor of his Euro-
pean brethren.

Trusting that the above brief recapitu-

lation of the fruits, trifling though they may’

appear, of the system of native managewent

organized and carried out by me <ince my -

‘sppointment as Protector, may meet with
the.approval of" His Excellency,
T have the honor to remsin,
Sir,
Your very obedient servant,
CHARLES sYMMONS, .
Protector of Natives.
~The: Honorahle the %
Lolonial Secretary. §
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Commissariat Office, Perth,.

January 4, 1843.

Sealed tenders in triplicate will be re--

ceived at this office on W ednésday the 17th

The Chairman havinga plan for bring-

January, 1844, from such parties "as may | ing about a more equal distribution of the

be desirous of obtaining Bills of Exchange

on the Right Honorable the Lords Coms
missioners of Her Majesty's Treasury pays’

able in London at thirty days]sight for an
amount not exceeding £5,500. -«

The tendérs must state in figures and
words at length the Rate of Exchange
offered in specie for the Bills, and also the
description of coin,

For further particulars application to be
made to this office.

W. H. DRAKE,
Dep.-Asst.-Com.-General;

e e
GENERAL ROAD TRUST.

: AN adjourned General Meeting of the

Roud Trust will be holden at the

Court-hiouse in” Perth on Wednesday, the |

24th instaut, at one o’cloek precisely, for
the purpose of electing a Chairmun and
other officers for the present year.

fands that niay be avuiluble this year to
subimit to the considératon of the Trustees,
a full attendance is particularly requested.
By order of the Chairmun,
E. PICKING,
Clerk to the Trustess.
Perth, Jan, 3, 1844,

General Post Office, Perth,
Jun, 6, 1844,
Detained at Guildford Post Office for
non-payment of ship pestage, since thelast
list published—. ‘
‘David Croal, No. 24 Arthur-streets
Edinburgh.
H.CAMFIELD,
 Postmaster General.
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