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Colowial Secretary’s Office, Perth. | party was broken up by an event as dis- | lagoons we ciossed a very barren countr y

Awgust 3, 1841,
IS Ixcellency the Governcr has
been pleased to direct the publication
of 2 letter received from Iidward John
Tiyre, Iisq., by the Resident Magistrate at
Albany, containing a Report of the coantry
within the limits of Western Australia,
traversed by bim in his journey from Fow-
Iov’s Bay to King George’s Sound..
Ly His eecellency's command,
PETER BROWN.

Albany, King George’'s Sound,

July 10, 1841,
81r,—I have the honor to report o you,
for the information of Iis Excellency the

Governor, my arival in the Colony of

Western Australin everland from Adelaide;
and, though I regret exceedingly that my
lahors have not been productive of any dis-
covery likely to prove beneficial to either
colony, I am induced to hepe that a slight
outline of my route, and of the country I
liave been traversing, may not prove unin-
teresting to his Lxcellency inr a geographi-
¢al point of view.

On the 25th of February last Ileft Fow-
fo's Bay with a party consisting of an
{verseer and three native boys. T was
provided with ten horses, and _provisions
wlenlated to last nine weeks. U pon enter-
ing upon the limits of Western Australia 1
found  the commtry extending round the
Great Australian Bight for upwards of five
Tundred miles, to consist entively of the
fossil formation, with a considerable eleva-
fion ahove the Jevel of the sea, varying,
perhaps, from two Lundred to six hundred
fzet, and forming for the most pait, a coun-
fry which presented the appearance of an
dlevated and almost level table land.  This
extensive region was of the most desclate
and harren choracter hmaginable, almost
antirely without grass, destitute of timber,
and in’ mauy parts covered by an impene-
table serub.  There was no surface water,
neither were there creeks or water courses
of any doseription.  The only supply of
water procured by the party throughout
{lis dreary waste was obtained by digging
inthe drifis of pure white sand found aloug
the eoost ut places where the great fossil
hank receded a Iittle from the margin of the
sen. The supply thus oblained was very
precarious; and, duting the progress of our
jpumey, we crossed over, at various times,
intervals of sixty and one hundred miles in
extent throughout which it was impossible
to procure a drop of water in any way.  In
this fearful country our horses suffered
most severely, and, on two different occa-
sions, wers seven days at a time without
water, and almost without food also.  Trom
this canse we lost many valuable animals ;
and our progress was impeded by the fre-

uent and long delays Lecessary to recruit
those that were still leftalive. Our journey
thus became protracted to a period far be-
yond what had been caleulated upon, and
it hecame necessary, not merely to econo-
mize most strictly the provisions we had
brought with us, but eventually to destroy
two of our horses, as an additional supply
of focd to the party. In the midst of these
diffieultics, and when only halfway across
the Great Austrelian Bight, my very small

[ tressing as it was tragical, and T was left |
alone with a native of King George’s
Sound.

This melancholy occnrrence, added to.
the weak and jaded condition of the few
remaining horses, eflectually prevented my
examination of the country beyond the line
of my immediate route.  In fact, from the
time of our entering the colony of Western'
Australia, such was the dreadful nature of
the country that the whole party had been
obliged to walk, and it was only en our

and the native boy could venture to ride.
The first improvement observed in the face
of the country was the finding a narrow
strip of grassy land immediately to the
eastward of Point Malcolm; butitwasuot
until we had passed to some distance be-
yond Cape Arid, that we met with the first
permanent surface waicr in the shape of a
small fresh water Inke.

The character of the country was new
changed, wnd consisted of open elevated
sandy dowus, covered by serub and under-
wood, and generally based upon an oolitie
foundation, with a few granite blufls at in-
tervals. Wenow crossed in our route many
salt water crecks ov inlets, most of which
received adrainage of either brackish or
fresh water from the interior.  The first of
these oceurs immedintely east of Cape
Arxid, but it is very small, and seperated
from the sea by a bar of sand; others, as
we advanced further to the westward, were
of a more considerable size, and bore the
appearance of being counected with the
sea. These might possibly afford secure
harbors for boats, but the circumstances
under which 1 was travelling did not admit
of any delaying to examine them, and for
the convenience of crossing I usually kept
so farinland as 4o intercept them above the
termination of the salt water reaches. The
streams of brackish, or sometimes of fresh
water connected with these crecks werg
however, usually very small; nor did we
pass a single one of importance.  The high
downs upon which these water courses wind
are, as 1 before remarked, sandy, and co-
vered with shrubs, and the soil peor and
destitute of grass; but in the valleys them-
sclves, and.on small portions of the slapes
immediately above them, we fouud some
patches of goed, and, occasionally, of rich
soil, upon which the herbage was abundant
and juxuriant.

These tracts, however, as far as I could
Jjudge, were of very limited extent, nor was
there any timber in their vicinity beyond
the few small stunted tea trees growing
along the banks of the water courses. At
intervals, between the various creeks, we
met with many lakes, sometimes of salt, and
at others, of fresh water. A few tea trees,
and, occasionally, a few straggling Euca-
lypti, grew around their margins, but I
seldom succeeded in finding any grass.
Passing behind Lucky Bay to the lagoons
west of Esperance Bay, I traversed a con-
siderable extent of grassy land, consisting
for the most part of sandy undulations, but
with many patches of rich seil in the flats
and vallies. Water appeared to be abun-
dant, but there was still a total absence of
all timber but the tea trce.  From the salt

arrival at East Mount Barren, that myself |

and had much difficulty in procuring any
grass for our horses.  The water was gene-
raily very brackish, and there was much
scrub,  The rock formations consisied
principally of quartz, ivonstone, and sand-
seome, with mmch guit on the surface.

About 16 miles N.E. of Cape Richie wo
fell in svith a considerable salt water River
from the N.N.W., which appears to join
the sea at a gap left by Flinders in the
coast line, and marked as “a sandy Bight
not perfecily seen.” We foind several
permanent.pools of fresh w ater not very fur
distant, in deep narrow gullics, by which
the country hereabouts is much: intersecied.
From the depth of this river, and the bogey
nature of its bed, we were obliged to trace
its course for about ten miles from the sea
before we could cross. Here the water-
course was obstructed by a ledge of rocks,
and its channel appeared to beeome more
contracted and rocky. The water was,
however, still brackish, and the soil for the
most part of an inferior description ; along
its invnediate banks there was a little grass
and more wood than we had praviously
seen anywhere, The trees were, tea tree,
casuaring, and Fuculypil. Beyond the
poiut. at which we erossed the. river, the
country (as far as 1 was enabled to juden
from a distant view) appeared to imlv;“a\:;z;;
somewhat. Many clear and seemingly
grassy patches were seen on the slopes
toward the yiver, and good runs for caitle
or sheep might probably be found in this
dirvection, After cvossing the river, we
met, {or the fivst time, with stunted trecs of
the kind called mahogany ; but it was noi
until we had passed some miles 1o the
wastward of Cape Richie that we saw any
large trees, or entered upon a country that
could properly be called 2 timbered one.
Here the mahogany, red gum, casuarina,
and other. trees common at King George's
Sound, abounded, and formed a tolerably
dense forest nearly all the way to that set-
tlement.  From the head of Doubtfut
Island Bay, I had kept some distance from
the ceast, cutting off the various corners as
circumstauces admitted, and I cannot give
an opinion therefore of the country immed;-
ately upon the coast line, That portion,
however, which lies between Cang Richie
and King George’s Sound is, I believe,
already toowellknown torequire any further
examination.

On the 2nd of June we had met with =
French whaler, the “ Mississippi” of Havre,
commanded by Capt. Rossitre. To ibis
gentleman [ am much indebted for the very
kind and hospitable reception I experiencet
during a residence of 12 days on board,
whilst my horses were recruiting after
their severe toils, and for the very Liberal
manner in which 1 was furnished with sup-
plies upon prosecuting my journcy to King
George’s Sound. N

Atthelatter place I arrvived on the 7il:
of July instant, after having travelled over
an extent of country which, from sinuosities
of the coast line and otlier obstructions, had
exceeded upwardsof 1,040 miles in distance
from Fowler's Bay; and, for the last 590
miles of which, I Lave been unaccompanied
byany but a nativeof King George’s Sound,
known by the name »f % Wylic,” and whowm



I would respectfully recomiend to His
Excellency the Governor as deserving of
the favor of the Government for services
rendered under circumstancesof a peculiarly
trying nature.

I regret exceedingly, that the very limited
time of my stay in Albany has not per-
mitted me to prepare a copy of the chart of
wmy line of route tor the information of His
Eixcellency the Governor.

I have omitted to state that, during the
progress of our journey, we met with very
few natives, and those for the most part
were timid, but well disposed. The lan-
guage spolken by them is exactly similar to
that of the natives at King George’s Sound
as far asthe Promeontory of Cape ¢ Le
Grand,” and this similarity may probably
extend to the commencement of the Great
Cliffs, in about longitude 1244 degrees E.
A Tittle beyond this point the language is
totally different,and the boy ¢ Wylie” could
not understand a word of it.

I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your very obedient servant,
Epwarp Joan Evxz.
To J. R. Pririirs, Esq., ]
Gov't Resident, Albany. §

Colonial Secretary’s Ojfice, Perik,

July 31, 1841,
:E; IS Excellency the Governoris pleas-
ed to direct the publication of the
following Acts, which have, during the
present Session, passed the Legislative

Couneil—

ANNO QUARTO ET QUINTO,
VICTORIZ REGINIE.

No. 1. An Act to revise, renew and amend
an Act entitled “ An Act to impose cer-
tain Dutles on imported Spirituous Li-
quors, Wines and "Tobacco” March
12, 1841.

2. An Actto renew and amend an Act en-
titled “ An Act for the Regulation of the
Customs of Western Australia.,” March
12, 1841,

3. 4An Act to revise, renew and amend an
Actemitled “ An Act to amend an Aet
to regulate the sale of Spivituous and
Fermented Liquors by retail, and for the
issuing of certain Licenses connected
therewith,” March 12, 1841,

4, An Act to continue for a limited time
“ An Actto enable the inhabitants of any
Township to assess themselves for the
Improvement of the Town,” March 12,
1841,

5. An Act to Naturalize Johann August
Ludwig Preiss. April 15, 1841,

6. An Actto Naturalize Frederick Wal-
deck, April15, 1641,

7. An Act to revive, renew and continue
for a limited period an Act entitled ““ An
Act to amend an Ac: for the Regulation
of Pilotage and Ehipping in the Har-
bours of Western Australia. May 3,
1841,

8. An Act for repealing the laws now in
force relative to the Licensing and regu-
lating of Public Houses, and for better
regulating the granting of Licenses for
the sale of Al@,bBeer, Wine, Spirits, and
other Liquorsin Western Anstralia in
future. May 14,1841,

9. An Act to provide for the Registration
of Births, Deaths, and Marriages in the
Colony of Western Australia,  Blay 27,
1841.

10. An Act to regulate the solemnization
of Matrimony n the Colony of Western
Australia. Day 27,1841,

11, An Act for applying certain sums aris-
ing from the Revenue receivable in the
Colony of Western Aunstralin to the ser-
vice thereof, for the Financial Year

commencing Ist April, 1842, June 10,
1841,

12. An Act to Naturalize Benjamin Fran-
klin Simmons. July 22, 1841.

18, An Act to impose a duty upon the
transfer of' landed property. July 29,
1841,

14. An Actto remove the annoyance occa-
sioned by dogs in the Colony of Western
Australia.

15. An Act for the Regulation of Pilotage
and Shipping in the Harbours of West-
ern Australia,

By His Excellency’s command,
PETER BROWN.

Colonial Seeretary’s OQffice, Perth,

August 4, 1841,
IS Excellency the Governor has

A been pleased to appoint Robert
Neill of Albany, Esquire, Deputy-Assist-
ant-Commissary-General, to be a Magis~
trate of this Territory.

By His Exceilency’s command,
PETER BROWN.
Colonial Secretary’s Ofjice, Perth,
July 29, 1841.
TEN DERS in triplicate will be re-
cetved in this Office until 12 o’clock
on Tuesday, the 10th of August next, for
“ Lining a Cell, and otler Repairs at Fre-
mantle Gaol.”

For specification and particulars refer-
ence to be made to the Superintendent of
Public Works, Perth.

Ly fis Excellency’s command,
PETER BROWN.
Colonial Secretary’s Office, Ferith,
August 4, 1841,
SALE OF ALLOTMENTS AT
BUNBURY.
I8 Excellency the Governor has

_ been pleased to direct the publication
of the following notices, which have been
issued by the Resident Magistrate of Les-
chenault, respecting the sale of certain
Allotments in the Town of Bunbury.

By His Excellency’s command,
PETER BROWN.

Bunbury, July 13, 1841,
HE Sub-Collector of Revenue will
put up for sale by public auction, on
Tuesday, the 17th of August next, at One
o’clock, the undermenticued Town Allot-
ments—— )
Bunbury No. 6
Do, No.11
Po.  No. 859
For further particulars application to be
made to the Sub-Collector or Assistant-
Surveyor,
G, ELIOT,
Resident.
Colonial Secretary’s Office, Perth,
July 28, 1841,
HIS Excellency the Governor is pleased
A to dirvect it to be notified for general
information that the undermentioned Allot-
ments in the Town of Perth have reverted
to the Crown in consequence of the non-
performunce of the conditions of Assign-
ment—

Perth Building lot W No. 7

Do. W« 22
Do. Y « 16
By His Bucellency’s command,
PETER BROWN.
Colonial Secretary’s Office, Perth,
July 22, 1841,
IS Excellency the Governor has
. been pleased to appoint Francis
Corbet Singleton, Esq., to the office of
Resident Magistrate of the Murray River
District, vice Captain R. G. Meares, re
signed.
By His Lrcellency's command,
PETER BROWN

Colonial Secretary’s Office, Perth,
July 28, 1841,

SURRENDER OF LAND.

THE undermentioned. application for
the Surrender of Land having been
received in conformity with the public
notice issued on the 29th September, 1837,
His Excellency the Governor has been
pleased to direct the same to be notified for
the information of parties who may be in
any way interested—

Henry Edward Henderson—Two-thirds
of Location No.26 Plantagenet, con-
taining 2,000 acres, formerly assignedto
the applicant.

By Lis Lxcellency’s commnand,
PETER BROWN.

Colonial Secretary’s Office, Perth,
July 19, 1841,

'%/'%7"1 TH reference to a notice bearing

date the 11th May last, addressed
to the Holders of Land in Occupancy
whose licenses of occupation have expired,
requiring them without delay to prove to
the satistaetion of the Government whether
or how far the conditions of assignment
have been performed: Notice is hereby
given, that all such lands, as are above de-
scribed, for which no schedule of improves
ments actually eflected, or notices of the
necessary improvements being in progress,
may be sent in within three moaths from
this date, will be considered as having re-
verted to the Crown for non-performance
of the conditions of assignment.

Dy His Lixcellency’s command
PETER BROWN.

Colowiat Seeretary’s Office, Perth,
July 15, 1840,
SALE OF ALLOTMENTS AT
BUNBURY,
}:_E:IS Excellency the Governor is pleas-
H_ed to direct the following Notice,
which has been issued by the Government
Resident of Leschenault, relative to the
sale of two allotments to be published for
general information.

By His Hxcellency's command,
PETER BROWN.

Bunbury, July 5, 1841,
HE Sub-Collector of Revenue will
ofler for sale by Public Auction, ut
Bunbury, on Monday, the ninth day of
August next, at one o’clock, the under-
mentioned allotments, subject to the exist-
ing regulations—
Bunhury No. 5
Deo. S

For further particulars application to be
made to the Government Resident and
Agsistant-Surveyor.

GEORGE ELIOT,
Government Resident.

GENERAL ROAD TRUST.

ENDERS will be received on Mon-

day, the Sth of August next, at 11
o’clock in the forencon, for making good
the approach from the end of St. George's
Terrace to the bridge on the Flats,

For particulars apply to the Superinten.
dent of Public Works, who will receive the
tenders.

By order of the Chairman of the General
Road Trust,
EDWARD PICKING,
Clerk to she Trusy
Perth, July 20, 1841.
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