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Australia, and only 67 m 100 men" L ne,erUIC!e.:;~" 8TI'~ng. that I 

and 51 in 100 womeu, could write thejr lour atJ.opted coulltry' is eminently' blessed' from 
names in the .English murriage registers. with a most salubl'ious Imd healthy cli- this complaint been said to be one of 
I may add, that the probable relative edu- mate:- the most formi(lable prevailing diseases iu 
cation of both sexeil is &trikingly'illustrated 'Comparative statement of the Deaths to the the Colony, there ,is;reason to conel ude, tha L 
in the above proportionS:. pOlJUlation. the imp.ortance of rJa):ing,eul'ly attention to 
, Table Dsbows a very significant, increase Western Allstralia. • • •• 1 to 9421-41 I the (~isease, so ~troll~ly incu!cat~d by the 
m the aggregate amount of mortalIty; and Van Diemen's Land 1 6') 161-220 medICal profeSSIOn, has had Its due weight 
this dift'erel;l0e must at once excite attenl~(m, Cape of 'Good Hope:::: 1 001 wit h the public. , 
as the acCIdental deaths from drownmg, Eno-Iand (Kino-dom of). 1 463-5 I cannot close my observatIOns on the 
&t; .• which so largely'enh.anced the n,umber Ma":II,itius •••• ~ ........ : 1 442-5 the deat1'ltl, w!thout lloti?ing ~he disparity in 
la~t ~ear, are set down thiS ye~r at mI; but New South Wales •.•••• 1 3697-200 the COl~pal'attve, mOl't?bty of PI'nh ,and the 
thIS mcrease may not be attrIbuted to any South Australia ( n€) returns) outstatIOns; "",bleh al'lses proba hly from the 
fatal epidemic, endemial, or contagcous • excesses and se!lentary occupt.tions of many 
disease, from aU which we appear to have I~ the !lext anlJl:al report, I pu~pose of the inhabitants of Perth, and the morc 
been happily free since the etita@lislll~ent ma~m!5 a, comparatlv? ,statemen.t ,~f the active ,and vigorous employments of the resi
of tIlIl Colony; 01' to the more effiCIent m~)J tahty 1Tl ~1I ~he Br!I~sl~ C~loIlles, a~d, dents 111 the country. On comparing the 
working of the registration, for the !lumber wltho,ut allY 1TlvldIOU~ (listmr.tlOll, to arl'lVC deaths by taking the proportions of the 
of deaths set down last year was very nearly, by thiS m~ans at a kn~wled~e of t~le pro- populations respectively in town and coun
if not quite correct; nor may it be ascribed b~ble health of the mhabwlnts In each try, it will be seen, that the deaths in Pel;ih 
to the increase of population i allll the Colony. , " , and it;; vicinily 31'e 1 in 65·79livin(!', whilst 
'present infant statc of the registration, does ,I!l compliance with Ills ElI.cell~ncy S ill the country they are ollly I in llD-3:!li\'
not afford sufficient informatioll to gro\indwIshes, I have endeavOl:ed t,) ,a8~ertam ~be ing. In order to arrive at thcs~ proportions 
conjectures 011 the cause of this preponde- death,S caused by exceSfHve dl:mklllg. '1 he I have estimated thc population of PCl'llLut 

rant sickness-whether it has arisen from 8tal'tling nu~nbcl' ~ompal'ed wah ~he aggl':- ] ,250 and the pGpubtioll of the count ry ilt 
an unusually unhealthy season, 01' from gate mOl'tahty, bemg about?n (>lgh!h, Wl!l 2,625; but the census beillg takcn this' 
what other source -it must, therefore bCl doubtless he a fearful warning to the habl- mav be much above these llumbcl'H. 
left to ot11el's to ac~ount for the incrcas~ of tu~l drunka:·t!l'; ,'1'1' ho to a ppcasc an ac- • J' . 

cl b 1 tl t t1 b bJ t ff t The ;ol'cgoing remarks, ncccssal'ially 
deaths during the past year. qml'e ,mol' l( , l1r5 ,an ~l'~ a y 0 e ec l' -

It is I}roposcG as the registration becomes !n)m Wne to tIme an oblivIOIl of former tmitcd in theinfant state of the I"cgiiitratioll, 
, cl {' 1 1 tl I I may not be con~idcred altogether devoiuof more matured in yeal's,to arranO'(l the tables, Imln:u e!lcefl, am l,eur ess)" IOU~ J s.ure y, '" 

" I t t t bid I interest to the COlOTlists, viewing ;:IH'm ill in such a liIJanncr as to render it easy to\ 1'1lS 1I1l~ I? 0 e erlll y, ",a I'e\'o tlllg In U - ~, 
t I I b t eonncxion with the 11l'eSellt slale and future 

'compare the various forms of fatuI diseases;' gC;l;e m III empera e :a I S' 
'2X1d to show the diseases in town and eoun- ,I he, nllm')er of elllldren bO,l'n d~ad and prospects of W cstel'll Australia. Eut as 

1 h '" f tl advancing' years will embrace triellllial, try, and in the V{ e~tern, Ellstel'll, :mu (J:Hlg m t e ul'st ~ea!' 0 lell' ~xlstence, 
'8 h d',' 0' I ,'I h" fl "Ill always be consIderahle; but It may be quinquennial" septennial, and decennial, 

out ern 1Stl Hits, to\:"et lel' \\ It 1 t C III ll- , j' k 1 1 l' - I· periods of l'e Orj"tralion to the stalititical ill-
f 1· t .1 , '.] d'· ' . satls acton' to -now t lat t le num Jer llll 118 " -, ' , 

ence 0 C Ima e 3l\u beaSOIlS In eac I IstrlCt, Cl" 11 1 'l\ b f, d 'quircr the reports of' those veal'S will Le of 
hut anyattem pt to embrace these important ,0 ~nfiY IS 8ma ,antdWI , le lun VOl'y j~n. more valtl(' 'md will be lool-ed forward Iv 
'desiderata in the present state of the regis- SlgTll can~ coml;al'c WIt I tIe mOI':a Ily ,'I er '.' " ' 
"1 ' 'amOn{f c1111dl'cn lIJ oldel' and more tllleklv "It 1 ",reatel lntcI est. 

tratlOn, WOU't lead to deceptive conclUSIOns, IOd '1 I . I The followioO' intercstinO' letter from W 
:ll.ndprescntan air of millutenesl', which has Pfeop ~l cc:unltrd'~E, W lcre a n,l]IIDero

d
lls e

l 
a~s P Dinej,. Eso'" SnrfTeon ~ll\i Suh R'l'fis' 

t b d Id ' t'h b 1 t' d 0 CPI( CllllCa . Iseases prevaI, an w ICI'C' • , -J" ", - ~'" • 
no een, an COli 110, ave eell 0 ) a~ne. I" ., f I ' I. d 1- traI' of Fremantle, which accompanied the 
The nomenclature of dIseases, aptlv Bmd to t I~ clrcl~mstanc( sot 18 pe?p e 0 nc: t ?( hI' , f' l' 'l . 
1 f 1" . ··'"1· d nIlt of etther mothers or cluldl'cn obl'lIf111W t e aunuu J elm not lat gellt (,man to the 
)e 0 as m,uc l}lmpol rlu,nce

l 
as, welg l~S a

l
11 thosc comf~rts and indulg'cnces whicll the}": Gcneral Re~dstf'l' Office, may be ~ati~rac-

m.mSlIl'es m t le p IYSlca SClence~ 18 3 so, , - ' t ' , cl l'f 1 f' t: tl I'" 
dd 'h cl'ffi"J '. d' l'eqUll'e,andwhlchare3tthccommallll,and O!y,.as~n.\ (I Iona proo 0 Icsauon.y 

attcn c WIt I Cll ty at present, an It ,'I' I ' \ of t!llS climate ,_ 
is next to impossible, without the assistance ;: It Illl t lC ~e:Hls of a,ll m Y cstern Auslra- . 
of the medical gentlemen in the scveral IH1~ ,The dltT~rence m the dea,ths of male To tlte Regi$trw' of Bil'llts, J;c" Pert!'. 
districts, to enter the causes of death uni- and female children callnot fatl to be rc- Sm,-" Knowin~ that you are ahout to 
formly in the same names-local terms of marked, and ~ome,what snpport,s tl~e state- nllke youI' 311nual rcport on the mortali!.', 
equivocal mcanillo- having becn frequentlv ments made III a former part of tIllS kite!', of \Y"stem Austl'alia, take the !ilJertv
€lent to tl1i!l office"! much must thel'efor~ to the effect, that tllel'e was a gl'pater mona- (holding the otnce of 8uh.R('gist I'D l' for th-e 
be left to future imiJl'ovemellt, to'attain any: H.lY among male int;mts, altholl~h male District of Fremantlc) of f()rwal'dilll!; you 
thing like perfection in this and othcr I'e- blrths uSllally, pl'~ponderated; which, may fcw remarks OIl the disense;; most 
epects. And here I may take an OPPOI'tu- cause and ~lallltaHl a prepon,del'ance HI the and of the state of the climate, ~~g regan]stil{p 
nity of stating, that much of the practical and female port~ol1 of a c?mmun,lty, and pr~ba- health of the illhabitants of this ColoTlor. . 
IIIcientific benefits expected to arise fl'om the ~!y help to mdllcean ll1eI'C;]SJ:lgpo~)ttlattOn. "\Ye have 110 particular extn·ml:sO'fhcat 
vital statistics obtained through the medilim I he very remarkable a~d Wide dJ!1el'enee or eold; though the days iu summer Ill''' 
of the genel'all'egistl'ation, must depend not hetween the male l;nd female dehliI!', may hot, Ihe !li~ltts un variably al'e eool, cnahl'lI~ 
only on the vigilance of the Sub.Regi8tI'1lI'S, bc, accoundtEod fori 1nl tlbl~ morf'~ themlf~el'atle, us to rise in the mon,ing- ill elwel'fulnc:3" 
but also the cor,cul'rence of the medical quw,t, Ill: l'egu ar l~ Its, 0 t e ema e nnd hcalth, !'lIti,dy exempt flOm timt la,;si
profession in the Colony. It is obvious, portlOf: of our commUl~lfy. , , tude and debility, which warlll climates 
that the cooperation of the medical gentle- It w:lI be obsQrved tlla~ thedeaths llrJsmg generally occa:;ion, 
mCIl practising thl'ou ... hout the Colony is from dlEeases ofthe l'esplr~tory orgal1:! arc " l\Ieasle~, small pox, tYtJhuill, or pu~r" 
Ilbsc1utelyessential to ~nsure a faithful state- somewhat, numerous, hemg. about one- peral fevers, 01' any of those dire di~eases't() 
~cnt of the caUBe ®f death; and would :e~enth?l the tOlall1\~mber of deaths; an,cl which the :Mother' Country is suhjecr, arc 
earnestly recol!l:lmend, that every practising It I" but Just ,to Ollr clImate to st~te ,tl~el'e IS here llnknowlI. Amollg the tlisease5 most 
member of the profession, who 1'l1Uy have reason to b~heve? that all the Illdlvtduals p~evalel1t, may melltion opthahniu, and 
been at the death, or in attendance ''Yho ha~e dl~tl from pulmon31'~ c~ll1sump. Jnlld form ofdysentel'!, hoth ofwiJieh prOfit 

the last illness of any person shall tlOll, ~lI'nved III Western Australia III a stale but triflincr if common care bc, tal'clI 
after such death place in th? h::md~ 'of tile bord:l'ing Oil asel'i~us disorg?niz~tioll ofth~iI' i pro.rer,rel~~dies ::-pplied; ~lllt t~Cl fl'e~lll~lItly. 

of the house, who IS reqUIred to lung:;, ,And medICal men lllfOl m, mc, that whICh IS the caS{!1l1 most COIOlllC~, the 
a wl'ittclI statement of the mat:y Jt1sta~ce::l are known, of 'pers0~~ rality of invalids think i.t nc('dle~s to 

immediate cause of death, IH~vlT~g 18ft l~nglalld some ):eaI'S smce JOI' application to tbe profe"sion, until a 
such occupier may show at the tillS C~lony, HI ,a 'lcry pl'c?al'lous and dymg !'outinr, varyillg accol'din~ to the 

; and I trust, the usual state WIth affectIons of thcn who have own ideas of the mattm', has heen 
the profession will cheerfully b,een restored to a re- course to, whieh invariably Pl'ov<"s vCI,elJ""'" 

this important call; alld so, as sl~ellce bere; but that a m?!'e cure to the pl'actitionel', and highly 
aud the numerical might have bel;u If 81lch people the individual; amI hy which means 
the causes of death, we may had .be~n, per::iu'Idcd to leave Hl often the foundation of chronic 

with their and notwithv the lnClpllmt of the not uuft'rquently filtal, an(l at 
the smallness of our Spomdie diseases of the nel'vou,; system a source of gl'eat annoyance. 

interrsting, uscful, low; and if the chiefly but it not fol' their l1!lf'ollseious 
medical or vital exclusively ineidenta! to youngehildl'cu with the common 

promised in tIle first annual 
report to place other Colonies in juxta
position with ours, in order to exhibit what
ever dift'erence may prevail in refercllce to 
sickness and mortality; and to 
thiiil means, at a ku owledge of the com pa· 
ra-live health of the people in either eolonv; 
I llave obtained fi'om the • 

of 1836, the following data; 
,the comparison is not of so cow

nature as I had contemphted, 
tl'ta }llu\city of it 

the rate would be very JO\'!' occasionally are 
that ill other cOllntries. thc free pall'0I1age 

In discuses of thIS the pl'ofe~oion 
rate of was out of 1000 clo:=e the scellt', and retire into the 
living; but if dca1hs from thru~h and to amI to reap, and atler 
dysentery be added to the Ilis€ascs of the di

the mortality of tbis class 
would be to about 2·25. The deaths 
from this description of disease were at ex
actly the same rate in England, as shown in 
the first annnal report of the Registrar-
General. that it is 

the enumerated iausca of morta- I wl.fJ> 



came under own 
11'1,1IH,W'UIII1 UUIJJiICil,le", requiriug : 

tion, will receive attention and COrrt'lC- Stai.mlent cif tlte ~f Deaths, di,~tin-
tion. The duplicates and letters referring fJUiS1dI1!/ tlte sexes, and the natlU'S of the knowledge I can mention as 

the Hfe was not considered worth a day's 
purchase at home--the patient lived here 
npwards ofthree years. 

to the registry, have been orderly arranged diseases, g'o, to lvMch each death mas 
for preservation, and the indexes are per- aU1'ibuted: together n'itlt tile a[Je,~: Il,-
fected. capitulation, g·c., J'c, 

I am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, DEATHS, 

W. P. DINEty. 
fhlr,lIIon, and Medical Attendant 

at Fremantle Gaol. 

Two hundred and thirty seven entries 
Jlave been made during the year; which 
to!]'etl1l;lr with th®se of the first year, com-

four hundred and five legal registers Description of Diseases, 
recorded 8ince the estalzllishment of the &c. :\ c) I ~ !I ~ 

Sept. 26, 1843." 
Having allud{ld to such particulars 

in the tables as appear worthy of notice, it 
only remains for me, before concluding this 
letter, to aowerl to a few of the duties con
nected with the registration. 

The ileveral annual returns that have been 
received from the Sub-H,egish'ars 
Olllt the tel'l'itory, are for the most part 
factory, and evidence the increasing atten-
tian bestowed those gentlemen on the 
registration. the number of births re· 
turned as having been entered in one or two 
Districts, particularly Bllllbury and Aua· 
tralind,may appear to {aU short of the actual 
number of births that have taken place. 

With regard to thE! dutiell 
immediately in my office have 
report, that every duplicate received 
been duly transcribed into the General Re
gisters-that each entry has been carefully 
examined with its corresponding duplicate, 

re.,.istration. 
III concYuding this I would assure 

His Excellency, that I not relax my 
in conjunction with the gentle

men connected \'fill! the registration, to im-
preS!! upon the the necessity and 
propriety of their to afford e'fery 
facilit'f in their to the local officers ill 
in the· work of the rigistratioll; 
and I cannot avoid a confident ex
pectation, that at the close of the Ilext year, 
I shall be able to that am !lot aware 
of any pel'lIon on application, re-
fused to comply the inexpensive pro-
visions of a which has in Tiew, not only 
individual family welfare, but a/so 
objects of colonial beFlefit and importance. 

1 have the honor to bc, S il', 
Your very obedient servant, 

GEO. FRED. STONE, 
Registrar of Births, &0. 

The HOIlorable the t 
Colonial Secretary. j 

SUBJOINED STATEMENTS. 

Statement sllO?!'ing tlte male a?ld 

Perll! ••••••••••• 
Fremantle •••• , •• 4 
Guildford ........ 7 
York. (I. e •• e 01> oee. 1 1 1 
Toodyay ••• , .••• 1 3 3 
Albany .......... 2 I I 2 
Vasse eo c 6 .. 0.011 eGO 1 2 2 
BUElbury ••• G •••• 6 6 1 7 .... 

0 

Pi njarra •••••• " • 2 '" oo~ f!)~ 

(,) 

Total •••••.•• 14 
~ 

iltat81ruJt~t tif tlte Po,!ulation if the (Jo!ony-pl'oportion tif bh'ihs, marriages - and 
deatlts, to the population, and the yearly inr:rease, !J'c., !S·c. ' 

Populatiol.l ofWest!'ril Australia 3~th Sept., ]842 ••..••••• ,3,475 
Probable mcz'case since, bIrths. . . . . . . . • . . . •• • • • . 400 

3,875 

Proportion of birth!!! to the as 1 is to 24,5253 
"marriages Ilil I is to 88.068 
46 deaths "as 1 is to 94.51 
" births to marriages, 3·59 or about as is to I 
€6 births to deaths, 3·85 or as is to 1 

1842·3 158 J increase 86 
u .. 6 
" "12 

Births dlu'ing 1841·2 721 
Marriages" " 38 
Deaths " 6& 29 

tile years 1841·2 and 1842·3 

Aoc:or41illl! to the l'ites of the Estab1islled Church- 1841·2 1842·3 
Sub.Registrars' Licellses........ 19 21 

U Ct.rtificates •••••• 3 2 

Totals... • •• • • . • ••• • • • 22 23 
according' to the rites of the Established Church-

In the Wes!eyan Methodist Chapel. • • S fj 
" Sub.Registrars' OBicei!l ••• •• •• 13 16 

Totall!l...... ••• ....... 16 21 

Total ,l'JI~3,n'l!llVeg in each year.. .. • • .. ss 44 

; § e~ .-., I;'" t'"4 

--------,--~-,-

Abscess on tlle liver ••••. '11 1 
Agealld cOllsequentuebility 1 1 2 
Apoplexy •••• , .•••...•. , I 1 
COil vulsions. • . • . . • • • • • . 1 1 
Consumption, pulmonary. 3 1 4 
Diarl'!Jrna............... 1 1 
Dysentery ...•.....•... , 1 1 
Epilepsy ••••..••... , . . . 1 1 
Fever •••.. c...... ..... . 1 
H eal't diseased. . . . • • • • • . 1 1 
Inflammation of the brain] 1 
Ditto bowel!', caused by ill 

drinking cold water •. S 
Ditto of the lungs...... 2 2 
Liver diseased. . . . • • • . . . 1 1 
Mesenteric disease... . . .• 1 1 
Spleen, enlargement of. .. , 1 1 

'{Ji~~:: ~~. t'h'e' ;l;i;l~i .~;_ 'l'l 1 1 2 
lumn, soon after child- 1 1 
birth ••............ 

Unknown cause ••••••... 
Casualties (see be~ow) •... 
Still and premature hirths 

1 
8 I 

2 

I 
9 
7 

----,---
Total deaths ....... , 41 

Casualties. 
Excessive drinkillg •• • • . . 5 5 
Accidentally shot. . • . . . . . I I 
A bean by accident got} 1 1 

into the windpipe •... 
Poison'l! byeatingtodstools I 1 
Temporal'Y insallilY. • • • • . 1 1 
By accidental dl'0wIJiug .. nil nil nil 

I 

Total casualties ...... ==19 
Ages, &c. 

l\'Iales under 2 years •.•••. " U 
Females do. . • . . . . .• (; 
Two and under five........ 1 
Five " ten.... ..... 0 I 

Ten t€ iwenty • ..... l' 
'l'wenty" thirty. • • . . . 2 
Thil'ty .€ forty. • • • . .• 9 
1i'o1'ly " ~jlJ . '" ... . 5 
I~ifty " sixty. " , . .. • 3 
Sixty and upwards... ........ 3 

Total .•............ 41 

RECAPITULA 1'101'. 

Sporadic Diseases. 
Of the nenlOus system.... . . 4 

< respiratory organs. . . . 0 
" organs of circulation. . 1 
" digestive ol'gans •• ,. •• 6 
" J ntegumcllLary system 1 

Uucertain seat ••••.•.• ,', . . .• 1 
Jl"ge ••••..••••....••••. ,... 2 
Not above specified. . • . •• • .• 17 

38 

Not includmg three deatIls arising fr0111 
Thmsh and Dysentery; which, it is laid, 
Ille not sporadical. 

Commissal'iat Qlfice, Perth, 
Septmnbe7' 28,1843. 

Tendol's in triplicate will be received at 
tbis Office on Thursday, the 19th Octoher 
next, for Five hundred weight of CalldJclII; 
required for Her I\fajesty's service. 

For further particulars application to 0111 
mad6 at thii Office. 

W. If. DRAKE, 
Dep.-Asst •• Com •• General. 

m"! 

Printed by C!URLE!l M .. u::uuu, 
GonrmIlini Pl'iIItc,. 




