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Colonial Secretary’s Qffice, Perth,
October 1, 1848,

His Escellency the Governor has been
pleased to direct the following Annual
Report of the Registrar of Births, Deaths,
and Marriages, to be published for general
information,

By His Eaxcellency’s command,
PETER BROUN.

FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT
oF
BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS.
General Regisier Office, Perth,
August 31, 1845,

S1r,—I have the honor to transmit, for
the information of His Excellency the
Clovernor, the fourth Annual Report of
Births, Marriages and Deathe.

The resulis of this, the fourth year of the
establishment of the general registration,
again afford proofs of the continued success
and great popularity of the system. And
so satisfied are the ‘colonists of its legal ad-
vantages, that many persons have urged
for permission to register chddrexz’,‘bom
previous to the passing of theact, To the
diffusion of a true knowledge of the ten-
dencies of the law, and to the activity of
the gentlemen entrusted with the operative
department, is to be ascribed the good
working of the general registration in Wes-
tern Australia,

INTRODUCTORY.

The last annual report was prefuced by 2
few observaiions on the important advan
tages derivable from statistical inguirics;
and more particularly those comprehended
in the term vital statisiics.  These inquiries
were observed to be absolutely essential to
she welfare of the Colony, masmuch as
withont them a correct judgment could not
be formed regarding most branches of our

" economic polity. . Whereas with them, we
possess the most decisive mark, and indeed
the only unerring test, of the physical and
moral prosperity of the community. It
was ohserved likewise, that the smallness
of our numbers would not lessen the im-
portance of such inquiries : for itis notthe
mere array of numerous and extensive cal.
culations, which demand and fix the atten-
tion of those who may be engaged in pur-
suing thetedious track of scientificrercarch;
and it must be conceded, that the limited
results of a narrow field of observation, are
more likely to be correct and intelligible,
and therefore in a greater degree useful
and valuable to the patient searcher after
truth.

These and other collateral matters, how-
ever, were only glanced at, so that they
may be taken up and investigated more
fully, if it should be deemed desirable on
a future occecasion. At present, it is pro-
posed to submita {ew remarks, M}ich h,:we
been suggested since the publication of the
third report.

As thesubject attempted to be elucidated
is one but little understood by colonists in
general, I deom it alike prudent and neces-
sary to revert to topics which it may not be
found requisite againtodiscuss,  Lre many
vears elapse, a conviction of the paramount
importance, interest, and untility, of statis-
tical analysis, will, we may expect, so genes
‘vally prevail among us, as to establish a
progressive interest in reports upon a topic,
which many eminent philosophers and
leading statesmen in Huaropehave emphatis
cally announced, as claiming a rank among
the most profound and useful inguiries in
which ihe intellectual powers of man can
‘be engaged,

Altheugh the popularity of the general
regisiration is abundantly manifested among
all classes, there appearstoexist in the minds
of a few people an unwillingness to concede
1 practical value to the study, from a mis-
taken apprehension, lest it should lead toan
indulgence in theoretical empirical notions,
The moral good and physical benefits, how-
ever, resulting from the promotion of sound
inguiry, justity us in pronouncing, thateon-
clusions based on registered facts, of the
seience of vital and medical statisties, can-
not reasonably be subject to any such objec-
tions; whilst we may fairly consign to scep-
ticism the ingenious visionary calculations,
whereby atiempts are made to account for
that which lies beyond the reach of human
investigation. :

The statistical inguirer contents himself
with the legitimate purposeof accumulating
and investigating facts, of pointing out
analogies, and indicating the inferences to
which they lead j—this is far different from
that presumption which wouid establish
axioms upon mere theory, or the weakness
that would found a system of vital statistics
upon vague hypotheses,

To lessen dispatation is the main purpose
of these veports. Disputable matters ve-
guire infinitely more time and thought in
their consideration than those which are
ascertained. Those things frequently oc-
‘eupy most atfention, regarding which no
positive proof or scientific domonstration
can beoffered. And itis precisely these
ihings abont which men dispute with most
pertinacity, sach one urging his own un-
founded opinions, with as mueh. assurance
as if they were supported by the most in.
controvertible, data. Bent alone on dis-
arming controversy, and advancing the
hestinteresis of hisfellow-men, the laborious
statist in differeiit countrics, silently gathers

decisive and tangible kuowledge respeetirg.

life, health, and wortality ; the deductions

‘from which, will gradually form a ground-

work for a'mighty changein the social ope-
ratians of the world.. ‘ :

To explain more clearly the great value
of such inguiries as are made public by
means of these reports, I will instance a
few facts already obtained, And possessed
of these, it will be those persons alone, who
may prefer feelings and fancies, who will
continue to doubt the expediency of arith-
metical inquiries concerning our population.

Amongst the common ideas respecting
ourpopulation, ithas been thouglit by many
to be little other than stationary, indepen-
dent of immigration. But the application
of statistics proves it is rapidly progressing.
During the existence of the registration our
numberg, by natural increase alone, have
udvanced at the rate of 4.4 or nearly 4}

‘per cent. per annum; which rate, if con-

tinued, will oceasion, per s, a doubling of
our population in 19 years! And there
can be no cause to which to attribute this
increase, but the well-doing of all classes
of our socicty, and the abundant productien
of food admitting of a large additional
number of consumers.  Another cheering
fagt to those anxious for the moral as well
as the political advancement of Western
Australia, is ‘the relative increase of our
female population by births ;—the actual
increase of female over male births in three
years has been 77 l—thus rapidly bringing
about, without any artificial means, a due
proportion of the sexes. It may be also
observed, that the male and female nfanits
are nearly egual in the total population;
while in Perth female are to male infants
as 100 to 85! By such caleulations, also,,
we find adults to have increased only 27 per
cent. more than infants since 1836,

Many facts are belng established con-
nected with health  and -mortality, . The
mortality of children .under ove year
was not: believed to be so.low as. the
statistics have shewn it to be,~—only 7.2
per cent. of the birthsl The number
of persons who annually. die; from any
given disease was not known , wherens by
statisties we ascertain correctly the annual
deaths from every possible cause. - And
although the duration of life of any one
individual among us is uncertain, yet it:is
competent to the statist, when he has ascer.,
tained the total deaths in a series.of vears,
to say with tolerable certainty, under ordi-
nary circumstances, the number likely to
take place of any particular class of diseascs
in succeeding years, Insingle instances ot
course there can be no cortainty; but when
the aggregate is taken into account, it can
be shewn . that all things connected “with
population are subjected tofixed and regular
laws, . Were 2 man - always to. examine
individual drops of water, he could never
eonceive the phenomenon of the rainbow ;.
it is onlv when tae drops are apgregated. in
masses that he can contemplate that glovious
arch spanning the horizon, and seeming 1o
connect earth with heaven.”

When, thercfore, we consider the accu-
mulating nomber and value of statistical
facts, velating to this, bighly importany
subjeet, it is impossible. not 10 ba deeply
impressed with a desire for the prosperous.
worging of the established system. ofregis-
iration; whicl offers such highly important
advaniages to the publis generally, as well .
as to. families and. individeals. = For, the

_vegistration, be it observed, does notmerely:

enjoin a record of statistical details, but the
astablishment of a central office in Perth,.
where ouly, evidence of the date and every
other requisite particulur conneeted with.
births, murriages, aud deaths, throughout
the Territory, may he obtained with Lttle
trouble, and.at a trifling expeuse, ‘

Among the many circumstances which:
should ensure a due appreciation of the
science of vital statistics, there is nonemore
obvions than an explanation of some of the:
acknowledged principles which seeve to.
guide research.. , The science of vital sta-
tistics is not intuiiive any more than mathe
matics, Themind cannotdraw conclusions
without having been previgusly furnished
with premises.  With a view, tharefore, of
assisting the public in-regard to the applis
cation of the facts collected in these reports,
I have appended a few remarks on the
subject of population,which I had prepared
to accompany the last report.  As an ad-
junet to the reports the enquiry may be of
value, Readers, however, who have not
entered upon . the -etudy of  population,
should beware of supposing any paper-of a
limited extent will make ‘them acquainted
with it. . Those who would accurately esti-
mate vital statistics must siill go. to the
founiain heads of information.  Bat, al-
though delusive as a perfeet guide, these
remarks may be found not wholly, useless.
At all events, they may prove adequate to
the wants of such as haveneither the time,
the inclination, nor. the need of 2 ihm’m:gh
acquaintance with the sciences

The: present veport is_confined: to two.
sections: the one the annualmovement of

the population; the other. the Medical

Statistics.

Theannual movement embraces the facis
collected during the past, year connceted
with the navural increase of our numbers ;

omitting many comparisons institnted:in

my last report, which it is unnecessary to.
repeat every year.
In the medical statistics an analysis has



been made of such facls in the tables as
throw light on the causes of death, and
the public health, ineluding such inferences
thevefrom as the statements'appeared to
Justify.

The coneluding section on Education, as
illustrated by the signatures in the registers,
T trust may be found not less useful than
interesting:

SECTION L
The Annual- Bovement of the Popu-
lation.

Wotwithstanding the partial depression
which is' every day yielding to activity and
enterprise, it 18 encouraging 'to. know that
the colony has constantly progressedin the
namber of its inhabitants;  The last year’s
inerease, however, i small. ' Afier adding
the births and arrivals'to the population of
Sept., 1844, and substracting therefrom the
deaths and departures, we have a progress
of 1} per cent. daring the year. Incounsi-
derable as this progress may appear, com-
pared with that of previous years, it issatis-
faectory with reference to the late departures,
temporary and otherwise, from the colony.
True, children’ do not immedidtely supply
the place of adults or grown persons, but
in & young cominunity, they soon become
eapable of doing some sort of work, and ere
they leave their paterna: roof fully replace
the charges incident to their infant main-
tenance.
© Thé number of births occurfing during
the past,is somewhat less than that of the

- previous year; but the difference is very
trifling. © The proportion to the total popu.
lation 18 1 to 23.8, being 10 less than the
former year. The proportion of births to
marriages is nearly 6 to ‘1, whereas in the
previous year it was a little above & t0 1;
the difference in favor of births heing
solely occasioned by a decrease in the
wumber of marriages, which I will presently
allude to.

The proportion of births to deaths for
the year is nearly 3 to 1. But the increase

~in'the deaths hai caused the relative pro-

“ portion of births to be lower than that of
the previous year. The increage of popu-
lation by the excess of births has been at
the vate of nearly 3 per cent. per annum
~during the year ;—the average of the three
firat years was 4.4 per cent. per annum ;
the minimum annual per centage being
4.2.- Bo that it seems our population has
not gained its usual yearly accession of
numbers by births.

* The proportion of males to females is as
105 to 78, giving an excess of male births
" of 27 during the year. This very unusual
excess of males is adverse to the relative
increase of females, aliuded to in the last
report.  The following tabular statement
will illustrate how materially this excass of
males hae operated in that respect:—

- Births. Dreaths.
Males.. 105 Males.. 42
Females 78 Females 21

27 21

Leaving a surplus of 6 in favor of males;
wheveas, it may be recollected, that in
1842-3 the gain of females was 855 and in
18434 it was 42-~the net increase in the
two years being Y71 Tt is curious to ob-
serve the sudden change in favor of the
male sex.  Ofcourse; we cannot draw un-
erving conclusions from the partial results
of two or three'years; an average of several
years may give the usual preponderance in
faver of mhles. ;
Manniaces.—~The number of marriages
throughout the year ending 31t August,
1843, for thewhole colony, has been'd less
than in 1843-4: 10 less than in 1842.3;
and’'4"less than in 1841-2. The actual
decrease “of “marriages, which has taken
place - during “the past two years; may be
ascribed to the cffects of tempovary strait.
ened circumstiances. TIn’ the districts of
Perth and York, however, there was an
- increase in' the number of marriages in
1844:6 as compared with the previous
‘year. - In Perth the increase was 68 per
cent., and in York there was an addition of
35 and yet these are the districts in which

there was a decrease of births, and a great
increase of deaths. In every other district,
except Pinjarrab, there was a decrease.
The proportien - of marrizges to the total
population, though high since the regis-
tration commenced, has been fluctuating,
depending of course upon the prosperous
state, for the time being, of the colony.
The extremes are in 1842.3, when they
amounted to 1 in 88.068; and in 1844.5,
a year in which the effects of depression
were experienced, when they foll to 1 in
128.5. But the extremes in Perth, the
most populous district, in 1841-2 were 1 in
54, and in 1843-4 they fell 1o 1 in 93.5.
During the year ending 3Ist August, 1845,
the proportion to the population in Perth
wag again as high as 1 in 64,

(To be continued. )

Colonial Secretary’s Office, Perth,
October 1, 1845,

His Exeellency the Governor has been
pleased to appoint Mr. Joseph Ridley to
act as Superintendent of Police in the
York and Toodyay Districts, during the
suspension of Mr. John Druommond.

By His Excellency’s command,
PETER BROUN.

Colonial Secretary's Office, Perth, |

October 2, 1848,

His Excellency the Governor direets it
to be notified, that the appointment of
Henry Camfield, Esquire, 1o the office of
Postmaster-General has been confirmed.

By His Fecellency's command,
PETER BROUN.

Colonial Secretary’s Office, Perth,
' Uretober 2, 1845.
Notice is hercby given that the Resident
Magistrates have been instructed to enforee
the penalty against she proprietor of any
stock found depastaring on Crown Lands,
for which Licences according to the Act of
Council 7th Viet. No, 14 have not been
obtainel. )
By His Breellency's command,
PETER BBOUN,

Colonial Secretary’s Office, Perth,
Sepiember 26, 1345,

His Excelleney the Governor has ben
pleased to direct 1t 1o be notified for general
information, that in order to afford greater
accommodation to the public, the Office of
Registrar of Deeds will be kept open until
4 J'elock every day excepiing Saturday,
when it will be closed at noon.

Dy His Excelloncy's command,
PETER BROUN.

Proclamation.

To His Excellency Joun Huvr, Hsq..
Governor and Commander-in-Chief
of the Terrvitory of Western Aus-
tralia and its Dependencies, and Vice-
Admiral of the same.

Whereas by an Act of the local Legis-
lature, entitled “ an 2t for the improvement
of the Towns in the Colony of Western
Australia,” the Governor is empowered to
establish by preclamation the tolls, rates,
dues, or charges payable, or by reason of
the use of any lines or modes of communi-
cation within any towa of the said Colony ;
and whereas by @ certain proclamation
dated 21st December, 1848, it was declared
that the tolls, rates, dues, or charges enu-
merated in the said proclamation should be
payable at the Town Trust Jetty in Perth ;
and whereas it has been found ‘expedieut to
alter and amend certein of the said tolls,
rates, dues, or charges: Now, therefore, 1
the Goverror, by virtue and in pursuance
of the authority conferred upon me by the
said recited act; do thereby order and direct
that the following tolls, rates, dues, and
charges, shall be henceforth payable at the
said Jetty, and in lieu of those enumerated
in my former proclamation, to wit 1—
Coe .
Al goods not otherwise enumerated,

fur every ton, mecasurement or

. p
welght oy evensuoosonscenins 2

Bor every pipe, puncheon, or cask

equalingize..oouvevonseneea. 1 0
Forevery halfditto......cuivusen ]
For every quarterovbarrel...ou. oo 3
For every bag of flour, or other of

similar size ... ooeviieinnaen, 3
For every horse, or head of horned

BLOCK abii s b csenee neon &
For every pig, sheep, or goat (or 1a.

the 8COTe) . uss s s s cnonaons 1
For every bale of wool ..., ... .. 3
For every tonof hay ........ a2 0
For every parcel not carried by owner

landing .o.. oovii i, 2

For every person landing or em-
barking voovvr ciae viniiaenn, 2
For every carriage or cart with four

wheels covivnniiiiiiininnee.. 2 0
Ditto with two wheels............ 1 @
For every yard of stone .. vu ..., 3
For every 1,000 bricks ocovv 0.0 2 0
For every cord of firewoodeas .. .. 6

All goods landed ov the Jetty and not
removed on the same day, wil be liable to
an additional half-toll for each and every
day they are suffered to remain.

Empty boats are not to be fastened to the
Jetty, and the Tollkeeper has orders to emt
them adrift,as they block up the approaches
and are liable to injure the structure.

Gliven wunder wmy hand and seal af
Perih, this twenty-ninth day of Sep.
tember, one thousand eight hundred
and _forty-five.,

s JOHN HUTT,
“Govenxor, &c.
By His Liccellency’s command,
PETER BROURN,
Colonial Secretary.
Gop save voE Queex 111

Proclamation.

By His Fuxcellency Jonn Hurr, Fs-
quire, Governor and Commander-
in-Chief of the Territory of Wes-
tere  Australia and its Depen-
dencies, and Vice-Admirel of the
same.

Whereas by an act of the local Legisla~
tare, passed in the fourth and {ifth yeara
of the reign of Her present Majesty Queen
Victoria, No. 17, entitled “an act to pro-
vide for the construction and management
of roads and other internal communications
in the Colony of Western Australia,” the
Governor is empowered to establish by
proclamation all tol s, rates, dues or charges
which may hereafler become payable at or
by reason of the use of any lines or modes
of communication within the said Colony 5

'and whereas the Road Trustees have pro-

posed to collect a toll at Mahogany Creek,
for the purpose of raising fands for the
repairs of the York and Noriham roads,
and have recommended that the following
scale of tolls and charges shall be payable
thereat: Now, therefore, I, tha Governor,
by virtue and in exercige of the authority
given to me in and by the said recited act,
do hereby establish the following tolis and
charges, and do order that the same shall
and may be demanded and paid at Maho»
gany Creek, and be applied towards the
repairs of the sald ¥ork and Northum
roads, viz. s— '

d.

For every head of neat cattles . .... &

For each horse, ass,ormufes--<.... 3
For each score of sheep, lambs, pigs,

OF QOALS savuvrvuonnonconnnnses o
For each gig, chalse, cart, dray, or
other vehicle drawn by one horse,

ass, mule, or by one pairof oxen.. 8
For each additional horse, ass, or
mule, or every additional pair of

OXEN sooave sacsvuooasvsnisaas O

Except, nevertheless, all Her Majesty’s
officers and soldiers, being in proper staff,
or regimental or military uniform, dress or
undress, and their horses (but not when
passing in any private or hired vehicle),
and all reeruits marching by route, and all
carriages and horses belonging to Her
Maje tv, or employed on her service undi ¢
the provisions of the Mutiny Act, when
conveying persons or luggage, or returning



therefrom ;. and all Mail Carriers when
actually engaged in their duty, whe are
respectively to be exempted from any toll
or charge whatsoever,

Ghiven wnder my hand and seal at Perih,
this tvendy-sizth-day of Seplember,
one thousand eight hundred and
forty-five,

JOHUN HUTT,
Governor and. Com.-in-Chief.
By His ecellency’s command,
PETER BROUN,
Colonial Becretary
Gop Save rue Quesy !

Colonial Seoretary’s Office, Perth,
Sepiember 25, 1845,

Hig Excelloncy the Governor divects it
to be notified, that 2,679 acres of the
Location 15a on the Canning, comprising:
2,746 acres of land, which stands in the
Books of the Burvey Department in the
name of the late Mr. John Ferries, have
rvaveried to the Crown for non-performance
of the conditions of assignment,

By His Fweellency’s command,
PETER BROUN.

Colonial Seeretary’s Office, Porihs
September 21, 1848,
Notice is hereby given of the intention
of the Government to offer for sale by
public Auection, in front of the Public
Offices, Perth, on Wednesday, the 22ndof
®etober next,,

A Bay Colt, with four black lege, and
few white spots en the forehead, about 4
vears old, and:15 hands 8 inches higlh,

This colt has been running on the estate
of 8, P, Phillips, Esqg., Toodyay, nearly
the whole of the last three years, and he
wag-advertised in the Jngquirer newspaper
of the 1fth, 2drd, and 30th of Angust,
1843,

Terms cash, or approved bills.at three
months’ date.

The colt may be seen at Herne Hill

By His Bxeellency's command,
PETER BROUN.

Uolonial Seeretary’s Office, Perth,
Awugust 15, 18485, .
GOVERNMENT DEBENTURES
His Excellency the Governor divects it
to-be notified, that tenders will be received
at this Office until noon on Tuesday, the
7th October next, for the purchase of
Government Debentures to the extent of
£2,000.

Payment will be required to be made

-in cash-on fourteen days’ notice from this

Office ;- and the tender may include the
whole of the abeve amount, or any part

“thereofl

The Debentures: will be issued for the
sum of £10 each, under the signature of
His Excellency the Governor, under the
antherity of the Aect of Council Oth

Vigtoria No. 8; and they. will bear in-|

terest af a rate not exceeding seven per

" ~~tomer annum, payable quarterly at the

Colonial Treasury in- Perth.,  The tendére:
will specify at what rate of interest the-
money will be lent.

These Debeutares will continue out for-
a period of ten years, but the Government
reserve to itself the right of calling them
in atan earlier date, on giving six monthy’
notice in the Government Guzette, after
the cxpiration of which-time all interest
will cease,

By His Iipeellency’s command,
PETER BROUN.

GENERAL ROAD TRUST.

QUARTERLY MEETING of the
f Trustees of the General Road Trust
will be held at the Court-house, Perth, on
Wednesday, the 1st October next, at 13 for
1 o’clock.
By order of the Chairman,
EDWARD PICKING,
Clerk. to the Trust
Perih, Sept. 10,1845,

In conseguence of the Quarter Sessions
being held on she same day, the Mesting
advertised as above is adjourned until Wed-
nesday, the 18th October, at the same time
and place.

By ovder of the Chairman,
EDWARD PICKING.

Printed by Cuances Macraviy,
Government Printer,





