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York, 1anua.ry l, 1.846• 

Sir1 •I ha.vo tb.e honor to tran ~it to you f'or his 'l!lxoellenor• • peru•al.,: 
my an.nu.al report o:t affairs connected wi. th the aborigine a in the 41 striot 
assigned me a.;-3 Proteotor. 

I Qm, happy to ea¥ that I can report f8V'OUra.bly ot tblt contbna.•d goo4 
conduct or the na.t1voa in that part of the d.istriot from worth• •• tu 
south as the locations extend on the Avon and Dale riTer•• a 41,,anoe. •t 
about titty miles, the natives inhabit1ng the southern portion ot lht• 
country• were tormorly vesry daring and troubleeome• but haTe ot lat• 
cond•oted themselves in a peaoeable manner, •till however oooaai~nally 
oommi tting some au.eh minor ortenoe • aa robbing ahepherd • s lmt•• ( troQ.ttent 
ly wholly unprotected,) and stealing provielons trom settler•• houat'•• 
&:c. I have only one oas& ot ahee:p stealing, 1n this part ot t)le 41 P 
triot, du.ring the past year, a. eingle eheup only having been, tat•il• 

I regret not being able to report quite •o taTOurablJ of ihl contuot 
ot tm nat1TtUJ of that portion ot tw diatrict lying betwoetl Berth .. 
and the Victoria Plain•• In the valley of the Toottyq ••nral oaa.a 
ot shaep stealing have occurred, unattended however with any atie-,.t •• 
violence or intimidation, a few complaint a have been 11.ad.e in. ~ •
dietrict of aheep at&tiona robbed, &c., all being oa••• ot miJor illport 
oxoept one, which occurred at. a sheep el'ta.tion no~r Horth-. lit ohal'at 
ot a boy aa hut keeper; a number ot natj.ye·s came. and h . g o•~t the 
boy, three of them held him down, while the othera r1tlt4 the hat o.t all 
the prov·isione it contained; yet in this. which ••Y be regN'4t'4 a• ut 
aggraTated case, an unwillingneaa to commit murte:r is obierTlible,· tu 
ditterent from the apirit which actuated the natiTes .1.n earlier 4'1•• 
under 111m1l a.r oiroumetance 8• · · 

Tarrants have bee11 1 aaued to apprehend tl'1e principal per•••• 
oomcerned in these oftenoea. and I have no doubt they will ehortly be 
secured. 

I lament extremttly ha.ving to report the death t>t a Xlll'op•an• by 
the hand. of a native, which na.ti vo waa afterwards ehot by tht Sap·erin• 
tendent of Police, who found it necessary to tire 1n·oncleaTouring to 
apprehend him. As this case howeTe:t, and all particular• oonlJ-eoted. 
with it, was tully reported. to his Excellency a·t the time, it i• unnec• 
essary for me to eay more upon the subject. 

A conaide-Jra.ble number .of nativee. principally boya and JQl ng men. 
are as usual employed by the aottlers in herding stock, &o, • and. ao .. 
few in reaping oorn and otb.er farming operation•; but ae Tery little 
dependence can be placed u1>on their :promises to rem.a.in in aerv1oe tor 
any length of time, fewer are on that account em.ploye.d. 

I have much aatisfaotion in noticing a oont.ir1ued diapoaition on 
the pa.rt of' the natives in the neif!',hbourhood or York, to apply tor 
advice and medicine 1n oaeea ot aiokneae, all that hav@ pnaente4 them• 
selves or that ooul.d be persuaded to attend, h&.ve reoeived food an4 
medicine ao long aa they requir~d it, and I hc>pe that the gr&t'4itou• 
aesiata110e thus rendered, will have iti3 propar effect in praaoting a. 
feeling of confidenoe on their part, in the motives by which we ~ 
aotuated. 

· In requrring to the experience Qf paat yeare, and comparing ·the 
relative situation o.f ·native a and settlers 'then and at present, tbe.N ie 
much worthy of observation, and much I think to encourag• hop•• of th• 
continued etfioacy ot the maana hitherto used "tor the restraining ant 
correoting the te,~ll.nge of both parties, and promoting a aoo4 :under• 
standing l)etwecn tham. Seldom do aota of aggression on ei the.r .ai4e 
proceed aa formerly, from impulses ot preJudice and animosity; thl 
settler rega.rda the native as entitled to friendly treatment •o long 
as he absta.ina trotn his -5.cpreaationa. and t,he se are all hct ha• to t•.ri 
in seeking red.roes from ·the magistrate, he ahowa no vindictive feeling• 
and the culprit on his })art appears to regs.rd himself leas a• u el>Jeot 
of personal resentment, than as an offendttr against the law • rut 1• well 
aware that settlers have no wish to injure or ill-treat hi•• ait4 aq)l , 
is to be eaid in estimation or hi.a own misdeeda. In hie ramblfa througl! 
the bu.eh in search of food. hia only want, he frequently t1n4a a sh•J>• 
hord's hut with provisions expo•ed. and unprotected, or fall.a .1n1 •.,ith 
ehe!!p that have been lost by their keepers, or scattered by tht\ natiT• 
do~a, and cannot withstand the temptation offered; such are or•inary-
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