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WESTERN AUSTRALIA.
ANEO DECIMO,
VICTORIA REGINA
By His Ewcellency Lieutenant CUblonel
Freopenicx Carorey Irwin, Knight
Companion of the Royal Haneverian
Guelphic Urder, Gorernor and Com-
wander-in-Chivf of the Territory of
Western Australia, and Viee- Addmiral
of the same g with the advive and ron-
sent of the Legisiutive Council thereof

VA,

NO, X1V,
An Ordinance for improving the Lew of
Evidence. )

Whercas it is expedicnt fo remove the
Jegal incapacities which at prescnt prevent
the admission of the festiimony of vertain
olasses of persons as wimnesses, and 1o leave
the question of the credibilty of such wimes-
g8 10 be decided by the persons appointed
to deeide on theease; snd whereas 1t is also
expedient o admit cortuin publie documents
to be receivable in evidence without the
necessity of proving that the said docomrus
are genuing——De it therifore enacted by
Flis Bzeellency the Governor of Western
Australia and its Dependencies, Ly and
with the advice and consent of the Legis-
lative Council thereof, that no person offe-
red a5 a witness shall hereafter be excluded
by reason of incapacity from crime or in-
1erest from giving evidence either in person
or by deposition, accordivg to the practice
of the Court, on the wial ol any fssue juined,
or of any matter or question, or on any
inquiry arising in any s0't, sction, or pro-
eoeding, eivil or eriminal, in any Court, or
befors any Judge, Commissioner, Jury,
Bhieriff, Coroner, Magistrate, Officer, or
person having by law or by consent of par.
ties, anthority 1o hear, reccive, and examine
evidenee, but that every person so offt red
may and shall be admitted 10.give evidence

on cath, or solemn sffrmation, in thosel

epses where afivmaiin is by law recedva-
ble, notwithetanding that such persons may
or shall have an interest in the matter in
guestion, or in the event of the trial of any
issue, mutter, question, or inquiry, or of
the sult, action, or procceding in which he
is offered as a witness, and notwithetanding
that such persou offered as a witness may
have been previeusly convicted of any
evime or offence—~Provided that, this O
dinsnce shall net render eompetent any
party, to any suit, action, or proceeding
who shall be individeally named in the
record, or shall be virivally ineluded as &
co-defendant on the record in any procecd:
ing against a copariner-hip under the au
thority of any loeal ordinance, or any lessor
of the plaintiff, or tenani of premises sought
to De recovered in ejectment, or the land-
lord or other person in whose right any
defendant in replevin may make cognizance
or any person 1n whose tmmediate or hndi-
widual behalf any action may be brought
or defended, either wholly or in part, or
the hushand or wife of such persons respeet-
ively~—Provided also, that this Ordinance
shall not be held to affiet the admissibility
as a witness of @ mere agent though a party
as sfovesaid ramed in the record, nor to
repeal any provision in a certain act passed
in the Sesston of Parliament holden in the
Heventh year of the reign of his late Ma.
jesty and in the First year of the reign of
her present Majesty, intitnled “ An det
Jor the amendment of the Laws with respect
to Wills"—VProvided also, that in Courts
of Equity any defendant to any cause pends
ing in any such court may be examined as
8 Witness on the behall of the plaintiff or
of any co-defendant v any such cause, sa.
ving just exceptions, and that any interest
wineh sueh defendant so to be examined
may have in the matters, or any of the
malters in guestion in the case shall not be
deemed a just exception to the testimony of
such defendant, but shall only be consides
red as affecting or tending to affeet the cre-
dit of such defendant as 8 wiiness,

IT.  And be it enacted, that wherever,
in uny legal proceedings whatever, legal
proceedings may be set out, it shall not be
necessary to specify that any particular
persons who acted as Jurers had made
affirmation instead of eath, but it may be
stated that they served as jurymen in the
same manner as it no act had passed for
enabling  persons to serve as Jurymen
without oath.

171, And be it enacted, that whenever
by awy act now in foree, or herveafler to be
in foree, any eertificate, official or public
document or proceeding of any corporation
or jeint stock, or other company, or any
certified copy of eny document, byve law,
eniry in auy Register or other book, or of
any other proceeding, shall be receivable
in evidence of any parienlar in any Conrt
of Jastice, o hefore any legal tribunal, or
i any judicial proceeding, the same ghall
be respectively admitted in evidence, pros
vided they reapectively purpert to be sealed
or impressed with a stamp, or sealed and
agned, or signed alone, as required, or
impressed with a stamp and signed, as di
rerted by the respective acts made or to he
Sercafier made, without any proof of the
seul or stemp, where a seal or etamp is ne-
cessary, or of the signature, or of the offf
cial character of the person appearing to
have signed the same, and without any
further proof thereof tu every ease in which
the oviginal record could have been recei
rod in evidence.

iV, And be it enacted, that all conrts,
judges, jastices, masters of courts, commis:
sioners judicially acting, and ether judicial
notice of the signature of any equity or
common law judge of the civil court, or
chairman of Quarter Sessions, of this co-
lony respeetively, provided such signature
be attached or appended to any decree,
order, certificate, or other judicial or offis
cial document.

V. And be it enacted, that all copies of
private and local and personal acts or or-
dinances of the legislatuve of this colony,
purporting to be printed by the government
printer, and of proclamations by His Ex-
celleney the Grovernor, purporting to be
printed by the government printer, or by
any person authorised to act as such for the
time, shall be admiited as evidence thereof
by all courts, judges, justices, und others,
withent any proof being given that such
copies were so printed,

V1. Provided always and be it enacted,
thatifany person shall forge the seal, stamyp,
or signature of any such certificare, official
or public document, or documentor pros
ceeding of any corporation, or joint stoek or
other company, or of any certified copy of
any document, bye law,entry in any register
or other book, or other procecding as afore
said, or shall tender in evidence any such
ceriificate, official or pubiie document, or
document or progeeding of any corporation,
or jointstock or other company, or any
certified copy of any document, bye law,
false or counterfeit seal, stamp, or signature
thereto, knowing the same to be false ov
counterfeit, whether such seal, stamp, or
signature be those of or relating o any
corperation or company alroady established,
or of or relating to any ¢ rporation or com-
pany to be hereafter established, or if any
person shall forge the signature of any
such judge, commissioner, or other officer
as aforesaid, to any order, decree, certificats,
or other judicial or official document, or
shall tender in evidence any order, decres,
certificate, or other judicial or official docu-
ment with a fulse or couuterfeit signature
of any such judge, commissioner, or other
officer as aforeaid thereto, knowing thesame
to be falee or counterfeit, or if any persen
shail print any copy of any private act or
ordinance as aforesaid, which copy shall
falsely purport to have been printed by the
government printer, or by any other person

so authorised as aferesaid, or shall tender
in eyidence any such copy, knowing that

persons by whom’it 80 purports to have
been printed, every such person shall be
auilty of felony, and shall apon conviction
he liable to transporiation fur seven years,
or to imprleonment for any term not more
than three nor less than one yvear, with hard
labor——provided also, that whencver any
such document as before mentioned ghall
have been received in evidence By virtue of
this ordinance, the eourt, judge, commis-
sioner, or, other person oflictating judicially
who shall'have admitted the same shall, at
the requegt of any party against’ whom the
same is so received, be authorised; at ity opr
his own diseretion, to direct that the same
shall be imponnded,. and be kept in the
custody of sume officer of the court, or o'her
proper person, until further order touching
the same shall be pgiven either by such
court, or the court to which such master ov
other officer belonged, or by the person or
persons who constituted such court, or by
the commissioner, or other officer as afore.
said, ou application being made for that
PUrpose.
PREDERICE CHIDLEY IRWN,
Governor and Commanderin Chief
Passed the Council,
nd Sept, 1847, %
Warzivsgaw Coway,
Clerk of the Councils,

NO. XV,
An Ordinance o diminish the dangers
resulting trom Bush Fires

Whereas it is expedient so far as may be
possible to prevent the evils which reenit
from what are commoniy ecalled * Bush
Fires "——be it therefore enacted by His Bx.
cellency the Governor of Western Australia
and its Dependencies, by and with the advice
and consent of the Legislative Conneil
thereof, that any person who shall be con»
vigted of either wilfully or through carelesse
ness setting five toany grass, stabble, serub;
or other nataral vegetation whatsoever, at
any time between the first day of September
in any year and the first day of April in
the year next thereafier following, shall
forfeiiand pay for every such offence a sam
not exceeding J£50. ‘

I1. Provided always and be it enacted,
that it shull be lawful for any lawful ocen-
pier of land to canse such fires 10 be made
at apy time upen the said land for any
purpose whatsoever as shall not extend bé«
yond the distance of ten yards from. the
place where the same shall first bave been
made, nor beyond the limits of such lands
80 held by him as aforesaid,

IILI.  And be it enacted, that it shall be
lawful for any sach occupier of land as
aforesaid to caunse any such fires 1o be
made at any time between the first day of
February and the first day of April in each
vear as shall not extend beyond the limits
of the land go occapicd by him as afore.
said,

1V. And be it enacted, that where the
person unlawfully causing any such fire ng
aforesaied shall be an aboriginal native o1
this ecolovy, or a boy under the age of
siztecn years, it shall be lawful for the
convicting justices at their discretion in
lien of ether punishment to order that he be
publicly flogged receiving any namber of
lashes not exceediog filty,

V. Provided always aund be it enacted,
that no conviction, payment of penalty or
endurgnce of punishment under this ordi-
nanee shall be a bar to any civil proceeding
by action or otherwise, on the part of any
person sustaining damage by any such fire
as aforesaid, for recovery of compensation
for such damage.

VI. And beit enacted, that all infor
mationsand preceedings for offences agains
this ordinance shall be commeneed wiihin
three calendar mouths afler the offences
thereby respectively charged shall hawe
been committed and shall be heard and
determined, and the forfeitures and penal
ties in raapect of the same shall be awarded

the same was not printed by the persen or

snd enforoed in summary manner hefore



any iwo justiced of the peace according to

thieprovisions ofan-act passed in the’ seventh”

year of the reign of Her present Majeaty
entitled “an act ‘o regulatc summary pro-
eeedings before justices of the ‘peace.”
VIL Audbei
pwsml ‘shall think himself aggrieved by
any: (ﬁom*mtmn tmder this opdinavce gv 'm'daé
ing & pecuniary, penalty execeeding ' ten|
pounds, he may, appeal therefrom to ti‘e*
nexs Uourt of Gnarter Seseions,
I*RLD}ERM.JF HIDLEY IRWIN
G overnor and Cominandér-in-Chisf.
Passed the Coune
Qnd S@nf., 1847,
Warginsiwaw COWAN,
Clerk of the'Councils.

Colorial Seeretary's Office, Perih,
September 80, 1847,

s Bxeelloney the’ {,mvem\w direets it
fo be notificd foF general information, that
in consoguence of the' prmxmw wi;mh has
heen hud, and the represcntations which
‘Lave been miade, of the fuficient working
of fthe General’ Road Trust ¢ystem, and
um twking fiito ummiemmon the additional:

penditure which may be expected to avise,
ﬁmm ‘the propoed “charge upon Sandale
iwaod; be has degmed it expedient to intro-,
duce a mensure to the Legisdative Couneil,
by which the functions of the Gpneral
Hand Trust should be ransdorred to a Cen-
tral Board, who shionld have power to ap-
poiut Xfom Cowmmitiees.  His Hxeelloney,
howsver; considers ‘Hiiﬂ measire so impor-
1ant, mzd so intimately mz nected with the
mtwmfa of the setilirs, that it is bis inten-
tion to give ample time for it consideration
Pyrilie publiey bemw the ﬁmi reading of
ine Ordinance. The Bill will - be rmd
first time on Mom ay, Qers11th,

The Bill c«tmcm*mrw “Handal lwood will
Ve deferred to follow the above Bill,

Dy~ His Eﬁaceh’amy’six;*ammcma?,; ‘

G FoMOORE
Co {miulﬁecr@imv.

(falémml evm(mn«, s (ffice, Porth,
Beptember 24, 1847,

T order to give the eqrliest ncmce of the
systemn about to be-adopted with regard to
Tdcenses to cut Handal Wood on ‘Crown
Lands, His Exccllency the Governor has
directed the following abstract of the Re
lations-to “be: pvh»lmkmi for general infors
MEOR 2w

1imiWd sandal-wood s to be cut under

any ‘general timber- lcence issued afier
mm date,
Zi=Tha application for a licence to cut

nasc'te&, ‘that if any

gandal wood must wmention the District in
which 11 isintended {0 cut,
8 —The licence is to cover both mmmor
'iﬂxl removal, andall wood remaining on
the ground at the expiration of the licence
is to‘be the pro nﬂrty af the Government.
4. -»—Wo'}ivmm will be givendor n-sherter
period than sthree mouths in the first in.

its e‘xpimtifm.

& —The priee chargeable, payable in:
advanee, is at the rate of B2 10s. permonth
fortwo men, and £1 8 m.pm man adm ional,

kmd:nb, or carting sandal wood on erown
lavids ave to have a licenve, or to earry a
ticket from a licensed pereon, in a form to
be specified,  This ticket may be cancelled
and o new one issued,

o~ Any licensed person finding wood

zt-which s not protected by an existing
lirenve, muy apply to a Justiee of the
Peace, and receive an order to selze and
appropriate the same to hiz awa use,

B Licenzes may be issned by the Cols
lector of Hevonue, or by o Resident Magis-
ipate of the District.

G All licenses iwm«'d, and all tiekets
cancelled, gre to be published inthe Gaxetts.

The Government will also he ready 1o
regeive any special proposal for lease ur
purchase of the exclusive right to eut any
particular sundal wood, which may suit the
views of indivindals,

By Fis Excelloncy’s command,
G, F. MOORE,
Colonial Secretary.

Coloniul Secretary’s J{;’me, Perth,
Wpfmnber 80, 1847.

His Exeellency the Governor directsit

to be notiffed for the information of ull

whom it may concern that James Puyne

6,000 acres on the Terguson River, ﬁd.
joining the land beld in fee simple
Jamps Henty, Bsq, and known as ‘%”%’eb
'Imgfmn focation Mo, 9
j}y His Bxeellency’s command,
Gl B MOUORE.
Col Qmak ‘:pecremm

Coloaial S&{‘rcz’mw Oﬁ“ e, Por m,
September 24, 1847,

His Excellemy the Governor has die
rected the publication of the following
report of Licenses issued during the wwh
ending 20th September tee

Timber Licenses.—One’ Month.

T N, Yole—irom Sept. 1 {2 men)

stance, Dutit will be renewable from month 4
to tmonth, on application ‘ten days before:

B.-—All men engaged in cutting, lopping,.

ias applied for a Depasturing License for.

2 and 109 granted in fee 10 G XN

J. Harrige 4
Messes, Habgood } (2 mmx},
T, Ellis— 8
J. Handeock o "Iu &

By Resident at Too: dyay.
R. Waters—{iom Sept. 4
T. Lonckyer—{from Svp? g
4. Wheelock—r{rom Sepr. 10,

Lrepasturing Livense

3(»& men'J*

Messrs, W, 8.& L, Burges, | j)&i} acres.
Avon
Ditto Diitto

By His Lxcellency's command,
< GO MOORE.
Colonial Becretary.

Ca[{m?al Heevetary's Office, Pc,:lfc
Beptember 15, 1847,
i’)epfm‘zu' wy Tidcense.

His Exeollency the Glovernor directs it
to be notified for the inlormation of all
whom it may coneern, that Messrs, Carter-
hwu applied for a BDepastaring License for

2,000 acres, Williams ﬂhtmcf, adjmmzw
:Em foltlawing lands granted [n foe simple:
Williams bmanon,Do 120 veresW Tanner

= 0,2.560 « G. Leake
“ ,w,(}OG “ J I Phillips
a L%m%“ MacDermott
I P, 4,574 13

Dy His Ig mccﬂenm. s command,
G F M QORL,
Coloninl Secretary.

Colonial Secvetary's () fjice, Verth
Septewber 13, 1847,

His Bxeelloney the Governor dircets it
to be notifind for general information, that
ihe following applications for Depasturing
Licenses have been received 1

4,000 weres, W, Padbury, Swan River
distriet, adjoining Locations 108 and 708,
granted in fee to G Fo Moore, Beq.

12,000 acres, d, Yorke, Swan: River dis-
trict, adjoining Loeation 96, graunted in fea-
o W. L. Brockmaw, Esq., and Nos, 108
Moore
HELD

By His Excellency’s mmmand

G B MOORE,
* Colonial Secretary,

b e

Printed by Evrzannrn Macraviy,
Government . Printer,





