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Colonial Secretaj'Y's o.p'ce, 
Pe"ih, 24th July, 1877. 

IS Excellency the Governor directs the 
pUblication of the following Despatch, 

with its enclosures, for general information. 

CIRCULaR. 

A. O'GRADY LEFROY, 
Actin g Colonial Secretary. 

Downing Street, 16th :May, 1877. 
SIR,-I enclose a copy of a paper recently presented 

to Pa.rliamcl1t, c0l1tai11ing corresponclence in reg-ard 
to Her Majesty's ships visiting the groups of l~nin­
Iml)itecl islauc1s lying in the hack of vessels tradinO' 
between this country and the Australasian Colonies.'" 

You will see that the Lorc1s Commissioners of the 
Admiralty are of opinion that great and nnjustifiable 
risks are incl1l'recl by the cajJtains of those vessels 
wh.o persist in making thei;' COl1r30 in very high 
lahtudes, and I luwe to request that you will make 
their Lordships' views as widely known as possible 
in the Colony under yonr Government. 

I have, &0., 
CARNARVON. 

The Officer Administering the 
Government of Western Australia. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

No. l. 
Governor Si}" G. F. Bou:en, G.O.3I.G., to the Ea1"loj Canwyvon. 

(Received May 6, 1876). 
Governmellt Rouse, };!e1bourne, 

My LORD, March 7, 1876. 
At the request of my Responsible Advisers I have tllC 11Ollor 

to forward, and to rc-commEnd to the fn,yoruble consideration of 
your Lordship) and of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, 
the enclosed ministerial memorandum by Sir J allies 1rIcCnlloch. 

2. It will be seen that the object of this memorllmlnm is to 
ID.-go the importDllce of issuillg' instl'uctions"that H Her 1tlnj<?sty's 
le ships shall visit, whe:never practicable, the groups of unin­
H habited Ol' ullfrcqncnted iS~flnc1s which lie, more or less, on 
H the outward fmd hOillcv,ard tracks of vessels trading between 
"Great Britain and the Australasian Colonies, in order that 
H relief may be nfforded to shipwrecked persons, sholtld such be 
<r found thereon." 

3. Sir Jamcs ]YIcCulloch further observes, t.hat the recent 
(f d~sco\'ery of a number of persons, saved from the missing ship 
H (Stratllllloro: on the Crozets (in the Southern Indian Ocean), 
H ufter six lllonths' privation and suffering, coupled with the 
H filct thl1t at 1east 011e other passenger vessel for Australia is 
H now given up as lost, JUtS invested this subject with fresh and 
H painful interest." 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) G. F. BOWEN. 

The Right Hon. the Earl of Carnuxvoll, &c., &c., &c. 

Enclosure in No. 1. 
:r,:rE~roRANDuM FOR HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR. 

(Xo. 5GG.) 
Sir ~Tames 1fcCnlloch has the hOllor to submit to His Excel .. 

lemc)' Uw Governor that it is advisable to communicate at the 
e::U',iest o}JPortunity 'iyith the R.ght Honorable the Secretary of 
Sttlte for the Colonies, w~tll a view to the issue of instructions 
to OmCN'S comm::mcling Her bIajesty's ships to visit, whenever 
prn aticn ble, the groups or lUlinlUlbited or unfrequ€nted islands 
which Jio, morc or lESS, in the outward and homeward trucks of 
1'e3381s trailing between Great Britain and the Australasian 
Colonies, ill order that relief may be afforded to shipwrecked 
persons, should such be fonnd thereon. 

His Excellency will probably recollect that in 1868, after the 
rescue of the SlU'\'ivors in the case of the H General Grant, U 

which vessel was wrecked long previous:y on the Auckland 
1S'.:1nds, the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty were good 
€11on::51't to say, illl'cply to 11 letter from the 1Telbourne Chamber 
of Corumerc2, that per:odical visits should in future be made by 
the ships all the Australiun Station to the is:allds in the 11eigh~ 
bm'hood of New Zealand. Whether the directions then given 
continlle to be obser\"ed this Government is not aware. In any 
case, no reference was made at that time to the islands situated 
between the Capc of Good Hope and Australia, which htte 
events 1U1V€, shown to demand equal attention. 

Rec9ut telegraphic intelligence of the discovery of a number 
of persons, sn.ved ft'om the missing shil) t<Strathmore," on the 
"Crozets," after s:x months' }Jrhation and suffering, coupJed 
witll the fact that at least one other passenger vessel for 
Au.stralia is now given up as lost, has inv€stecl the subject with 
fresh and l)ainful interest. Had it been the practice of Her 
]\Iajesty's sh:ps to examine the" Crozets" aniPother islands in 
the Southern Indian Ocean when navigating those waters, it is 
more than probable that the unfortunate persons alluded to 
would have been relieved fronl then' distressing position at a 
muc11 earlier date, and possibly many lives would Mve been 
sayed. 

Sir James llIcCulloch, therefore, begs to request tho.t His 
Excel1ency will be so good as to write to Lord Carllarvon on 
the subject by tlw outgoing mail. He feels persuaded that it 
has only to be brou;;ht uncleI' the notice of Her Majesty's 
Gove:rll1Ueut to ensure immediate attention. It is suggested 
that ships of war should receive orders to make a careful 
exallljnnt~on of the various islands when sailing ill ndjacellt 
seas j and that tile officers comma,nding at the nearest naval 
stations shall cause like examinations to be made by the ships 
at their disposal as h'equently as the exigencies of the service 
will permit. 

JAMES MCQULLOCR. 
Melbourne, March 3, 1876. 
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No. 2. 
ColoniaL Office to Admiralty. 

SIR, Downing Street, l'Ifay 15, 1876. 
I am directed by the Earl of Carnarvon to transmit to you, 

for the consideration of the Lords Commissioners of the Ad­
miralty, a copy of a Despatch from the Governor of Victoria, 
[No. 1J, with a ministerial memorandum, urging the importance 
of issuing instructions to the officers in commantl of Her 
Majesty's ships to visit, whenever practicable, the groups of 
uninhabited or unf.requented islands lying more or less on the 
outward and homeward tracks of vessels trading between Grea.t 
Britain and the Australasian Colonies. 

lam, &c., 
(Signed) R. H. MEADE. 

The Secretary tD the Admiralty. 

No. 3. 
Admiralty to Colonial Office. 

SIR, Admiralty, May 18, 1876, 
With reference to your letter of the 15th instant, [No. 2], 

and the Despatch of the Governor of Victoria, in regard to the 
importance of Her ]}fajesty's ships visiting, whenever practic~ 
able, the groups of uninhabited or unfrequented islands lying, 
more or less, on the outward and homeward tracks of vessels 
trading between Great Britain and the Australian Colonies, I 
am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty 
to request you will state to the Earl of Carnarvon that their 
Lordships have already been in communication with the Com­
mittee of Lloyd's on this question. 

2. I am also to forward, for his Lordship's information a 
copy of a letter addressed to the Secretm:y atcLloyd's on the 
10th instant, stating the views of this Board on this subject. 

lam, &c., 
(Signed) ROBERT HAI,L. 

The Under Secretary of State for the Colonies, &c., &c., &c. 

SIR, Admiralty, lIIay 10, 1876. 
With reference to your letter of the 3rd instant, drawing 

attention to the fact that three first class ships, trading bet\vcell 
Great Britain find Australia within the last nine months, m'e 
unaccounted for, and requesting tha.t one of Her< 1Ylajest,y's 
ships should visit fronl time to time the islands lying in the 
ordinary track of vessels making the Australian voyage, or that 
one of the Austr"lian squadron should be despatched on that 
service, I am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty to acquaint you, for inforlnation of the committee 
for mallaging the affairs at Lloyd's, that with every wish to 
meet their request, my Lords are unable to give directions for 
one of Her lI1ajesty's ships on the Austmlian St"tion to search 
the outlying islands, as they are quite beyond the limits of the 
Australian command. 

2. Orders, however, will be given for any vessel proceeding 
from the Cape of Good Hope to Australia, when possible, to 
sight the Crozet Islands sufficiently near to examine them. 

3. III making this communication my Lords desire me to 
observe that it has come to their knowledge that shills, in 
making the passage from this country to Australia, appear to 
incur very gl'eat risk by going too far south, and making the 
run amongst icebergs and :floating ice, and that if this is the 
geneml practice their Lordships cannot feel surprised at several 
vessels being now missing. 

4. lIfy Lords further desire me to call attention to the first 
pa<.;e of the sixth edition of the H Australia Directory," VoL 1., 
which directs that, H after rounding the Cape of Good Hope, 
"vessels b01md to the south coast of Australia should run 
H down their longitude on or about the parallel of 39:) S., where 
"the winds blow almost constantly from some western point, 
" and seldom with more strength than will admit of carrying 
Cl sail. In a higher latitude the weatl1er is frequently more 
"boisterous and stormy, and sudden changes of wind, with 
If squally wet weather, fire alnlOst constnntly to be expected, 
U especially in the winter season, and nfter passing the islnnds 
"of St. Paul and Amsterdam. Islands of ice have also been 
" encountered in those regions, as was almost fatally proved by 
tt Her !Majesty's ship 'Guardian' striking' against One in 
It latitude 46° or 4'? S., and nearly foundering in the beginning 
Hofsummer." 

I am also to draw your attention to the foot note on page 1 
of the same work indicated by all asterisk. 

5. As an illustration of the above remarks, a chart of the 
southern hemisphere is herewith transmitted, showing the late 
tracks of the steamship" St. Blyth." [Printed in H.C. No. 289 
of1876]. 

I am, &c., 
The Seeretary at Lloyd's. (Signed) ROlllmT fuLL. 

No. 4. 
The EarL of CarllarrOlt to Governor Sir G. F. Bolton, G.C.M.G. 

Sm. Downing Street, May 30, 1876. 
I c"used to be forwarded, for the consideration of the Lords 

Commissioners of the Admiralty, a copy of your Desllatch of 
the 7th of lI1arch, rNo. 1], with the ministerial memorandum 
which accompanied it, pointing out the desirability of occasional 
visits on the part of Her Majesty's ships to the groups of 
uninhabited or unfrequented islands lying more or less in the 
Qutward ancl homeward tracks of vessels trading between Great 
Britain and the :4.ustmlian Colonies; and I have the honour to 
transmit to you, for your information, a copy of a letter, with 
its enclosures, which has been received from their Lordship's 
Department in reply. [No. 2]. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) CARNARVON. 

G<>vernor Sir G. F. Bowen, G.C.M.G. 

No.5. 
The Marquis of NOl'mallby to the EarL of Carna,."o". 

(Received January 31,1877.) 
My Lord, Wellington, December 12,1876. 
I have the honour to bring under your Lordship'S notice a 

"Memorandum" which has been handed tD me by my Govern­
ment, in which they express their hope that Her lIfajesty's 
Government may be induced to establish a depot of food and 
clothing 011 the H Crozet Islands," for the use of any persons 
who may unfortunately be wrecked there, 

2. The recent loss of the "Strathmore," together with the 
fearful suffering'S exPerienced by the crew and passengers who 
succeeded ill reaching the shore, has naturally attracted much 
attention to these islands, which, from their position in the 
direct course of ships trading to New Zeaiand and Australia, 
are a constant source of danger to'vessels employed in that 
trade; and in view of the largely incrc:lsed and still increasing 
trads between England and these Colonies, it would seem 
desirable, now that attention has so unforiru:mtely been drawn 
to the subject, to take some steps which would at any rate 
alleviate the sufferings of any persons who may in future 
unfortunately be wrecked upon them. 

3. The cost of establishing such a depot as that proposed 
could not be large, while it may be the means of saving many 
valun.ble lives. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) NORMANBY. 

The Right Hon. the Earl of Carnarvon, &c. &c. &c. 

Enclosure in No. 5. 
MEMORANDUM FOR HIS EXCELLENCY. 

The Chamber of Commerce at Christchm'ch recently drew 
attention to the privations and sufferings of the survivors from 
the wreck of the "Strathmore H on the Crozet Islands, and 
suggested that the Home authorities should be urged to place 
thereon a supply of food and clothing for the relief of cast­
aways. 

As these dangerous islets lie in the track of vessels malc'ing 
the voyage from Europe to Australia and New Zealand, there 
can be no question as to the desirability of taking the preC!m­
tion to prevent any persons who m!ly hereafter be unfortunately 
cast ashore there from encountering sufferings such as those 
to which the survivors from the "Strnthmore" were exposed. 
The Government, therefore, beg that his Excellency will 
represent this matter for the favorable consideration of the 
Home Government. 
It appears from correspondence between the Lords of the 

Admiralty and the Committee of Lloyd's with respect to Her 
1I1ajesty's ships calling at the islands between the Cape of Good 
Hope find Austmlia, for the purpose of rescuing persons who 
may be ship"wrecked upon any of them (a copy of which corres­
pondence was laid before the House of Commons, and printed), 
that my Lords decided to give orders th<Lt Her Jlilajesty's ships 
proceeding from the Cape of Good Hope to Australia shall, in 
future. when possible, pass the Crozets sufficiently near to 
examine them. 

The Government venture to express a hope that, on the 
representations made herein being cOllveyed to~the Lords of 
the Admiralty, they will see fit to supplement the instructions 
they have already given, by directing tlk"Lt a supply of food and 
clothing shall be landed on the islands, as promptly as possible, 
from one of Her :DIajesty's ships; and tlh'1.t whenever the group 
is subsequently visited} the depot shall be inspected, and the 
supply renewed as far as may be necessary. 

(Signed) H. A. ATKINSON. 
Wellington, November 11, 1876. 

No. 6. 
ColoniaL Office to the Admil'aliy, 

SIR, Downing Street, Febrnary 21, 1877~ 
With reference to the letter from this Depflrtment of the 

15th of M,1Y last, and to the reply from the Admiralty of the 
18th of the S[tllle month, [No .. 3J, inreg-ard to the importance 
of Her Majesty's ships visiting, whenever practicable, the 
groups of uninhabited or nnfrequented islands lying more or 
less in the track of vessels trading between this country and 
the Australasian Co 10nies, I am directed by the Earl of Cnr­
narVOll to transmit to you, to lie laid before the Lords Com­
missioners of the Admiralty J a copy of it Despatch from the 
Governor of New Zealand, [No. 5], enclosing a memorandum 
from his Government expressing their hope that the Lords 
Commissioners will supplement the instrnctions they ha.ve 
already given upon this sllbject, by directing that a depot of 
food and clothing be established on the Crozet Islands for the 
use of any per3011s who may luUortunately be wrecked there. 

Lord Cnrnaryon desires me to add an expression of his own 
strong hope that it will be in the power of their Lordships 
to comply with the suggestion made by the New Zealand 
Government. 

(Signed) 
The Secretary of the Admiralty. 

No. 7. 

lam, &c., 
W. R. MALCOLM. 

Admiralty to Colonial O.Uicc. 
SIR, Achnimlty, lIfareh 10, 1877. 

With reference to your letter of the 21st February last CNo. 
6], and its enclosures rehtUve to the establishment of a depot of 
food and clothing in the Crozet Islands for the nse of any 
persons who may be shipwrecked there,. I am commanded by 
my Lords COm~l1lSSlO11ers of the AdmIralty to acquaint you, 
for the mformatlOn of the Earl of Carnarvon, that ~reat diJli­
culties exist in the way of p1acing depots on these islands as 
they are all "iron-bound," and, as a rule, inaccessible. La.'nd .. 
iug anywhere, even under fa.vourable auspices" is precarious. 
T~e weather, as a rule,. is extremely boisterous, accompanied 
WIth fog-s, and there IS only one known anchoruC>'e in the 
whole group, and this is a small and open one on th~ leeward­
most island. 

2. The group consists of five islands or cluster of islets, the 
1a.rgest of which is about 13 miles in length and seven in 
breadth, and they occupy an area included in 35 miles of 
latitude and two degrees of longitude. 

3. My Lords desire me here to observe that the "Strath­
more" was lost on the northernmost of the group, which 
appears to be the smallest cluster, so that depots on any other 
of the islands would in the case of that ship have been wholly 
useless. To place depots On each of the islands would there. 
fore, appear to be the only solution of the proposal' recom .. 
melldecl, and to do this would involve much risk and a great 
outlay of time. 

4. Their Lordships further consider that it would be very 
undesirable to carry out the suggestions made in the com· 
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munications before referred to, as ships can have no possible 
excuse for nearin~ the Crozets when making a passage to 
Australia or New Zealand; and if depots were provideel there it 
would be tantamount to offering a premium for them to navi­
gate in the neighborhood. There is abundance of ocean room 
to the northward of these islands, and, in their Lordships' 
opiniolll it is a dereliction of duty in any captain going near 
them, considering the fogs and tempestuous weather that 
prevail in their neighborhood; and, fnrther, that in the lower 
latitnde of 40' S., or thereabouts, finer and more favorable 
winds are found. 

5. In conclusion, my Lords would'remark that in all tbe 
discussion which has been brought about by the lamentable 
affair of the" Strathmore," the fact that this ship was more 
than 80 miles out of her reckoning at the time of the wreck 
appears to have been entirely lost sight of. 

(Signed) 
The Under Secretary of State, 

Colonial Office. 

No.8. 

I h..'l.ve, &c., 
ROBERT HALL. 

The Eart of Carlta"von to the Marquis of Normanby. 
:nIy LORD, Downing Street, March 17, 1877. 

I have received your Despatch of the 12th of December, rNo. 
5] enclosin2:3, memorandum from your Ministers expressing their 
hope that the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty will, in 
addition to the orders they have already given, that any of Her 
Majesty's ships proceeding from the Cape of Good Hope to 
Australia shall, when possible, sight the Crozet Islands 
sufficiently near to examine them, issue further instructions 
that a depot of food and clothing shall be established on the 
islands for the use of any persons who may lmfortunately be 
wrecked there. 

2. I have been in communication with the Lords Com­
missioners of the Admiralty upon the subject, and I enclose a 
copy of the reply I have received from their Lordships [No. 7J. 

3. From this letter your Ministers will learn that great 
difficulties exist ill complying with their snggestion, owing to 
the inaccessible nature of the Crozet Islands; and, moreover, 
that depots would have to be established on each of the islands, 
owing to the scattered nature of the group, in order to ensure 
that persons shipwrecked there would be able to avail them­
selves of them. 

4. But, in adclition to these difficulties, theu' Lordships again 
point out, as they did in their letter to the Secretary 
of Lloyd's, dated the lOth of lYIay, 1876, [Vide Enelosure 
to No. 31 to which your 1\1illisters refer, that the Crozet 
Islands ao not lie in the proper track of vessels trading 
to Australia anel New Zealand, and that gre!1t and un­
justifiable risks are incurred by those captains who persist in 
making their course in such high latitudes. 

5. The opinions which their Lordships express appear to me 
to be conclusive. and as it is desirable that their views ShOllld 
be known as widely as possible I propose to lay the corres­
pondence which has passed on the subject before Parliament. 

I have, &c., 
The Marquia of Normanby. (Signed) CARNARVON. 

No. 9. 
Admimlty to Colonial Office. 

Srn, Admiralty, March 19,1877. 
With reference to prmious correspondence respecting the 

Crozet Islands, I am commanded by lny Lords Commissioners 
of the Aclmimlty to send you herewith for t.he perusal of the 
Earl of Carnarvon, a letter, dated the 4th .Janunry last, from 
Captain Linclesay Brine, of Her Majesty's ship H Wolverene, U 

reporting his visit to these islands in the South Indian Ocean. 

I am, &c., 
The Under Secretary of 

State for the Colonies. 

Enclosure in No. 9, 

ROBERT HALL. 

Repo,.t respecting the Ctozet Islands, South Indian Ocean. 
H.M.S. Wolverene I1t Sea, Lat. 37° 9' S., I.ong. 1500 57' E., 

SIlt, 4th .January, 1877. 
I have the hOlwt"'tO submit to you for the information of the 

Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty the following report of 
an examination of the Cl'ozet Islands, made in accordance with 
the directions of their Lordships, to ascertain if there was any 
appearance of castaways or vessels which may have wrecked 
there. 

2. We left Simons Bay on 18th Noyember, and proceeded to 
the south until we fell in with the prevailing westerly winds in 
ll1titude 38' south, longitude 18' east. We then steered stmight 
for the Crozet Islands until we reached latitude 43° 26' south, 
longitude 36'.) 10' east, the islands then being G22 miles distant. 
We now entered a dense fog which continued with rare 
intervals of open sky until the morning of the 30th, at which 
time we had nearly run our estimated distance. 

3. We were on the point of heaving to, to wait for the 
weather to clear, when a sudden lift of mist disclosed for a few 
minutes the west end of the Twelve Apostles about three miles 
off on the bow. 

4. This point of the island is remarkable for its lofty group of 
pinnacle rocks closely reselubling the Needles. rrhese, although 
attached by their base to the island, appeared when first seen 
like sharp jagged peaks arising separately from the sea, and it 
was the low morning light pcnetraUng between the open spaces 
that caused them to stand out so clearly; the island itself was 
not visible. A high rolling sea broke heavily on the weather 
shore. 

5. At about 9 of the forenoon the fog again lifted. and I 
steamed in for the land to examine the Twelve Apostles (the 
island on which the Strathmore was wrecked), firing guns to 
attract attention. 

6. It was evident that no close observation could be made 
unless a chnnge took place in the weather, but most fortunately 
the fog cleared away and was succeeded by two singularly fine 
and cahn days, and we were thus able to examine the shores, 

bays, and hill slopes within a distance from which any people 
or signs of wreck could have been distinctly seen. 

7. A small cairn, raised by the survivors from the rt Strath. 
more," still exists at a point on the ridge about 300 feet above 
the sea. A grassy plateau where they were encamped Was 
covered with white albatrosses sitting on their nests, and the 
rocks were crowded with l)engnins. Seabirds of various kinds 
were numerous, attracted by a good stream of fresh water 
which flows from the hiJl over the cliff into the sea. 

8. After completing the examination of the Twelve Apostles, 
I steamed across to Hog Is1'1nd and examined its lEeward 
coast. Here, as at tbe Twelve Apostles, the valleys and hill 
sides were dotted with white albatrosses. 

The top of this island was covered with snow, and, although 
it was now the snmmer of these latitudes, large quantities of 
snow were still lying in the cleft of the rocks near the shore. 
The windward or west side of Hog Island is precipitous and 
much exposed, and I did not see any places where wrecked 
people could settle, but upon its lee or eastern slope there were 
several fairly sheltered positions, where the landing would not 
be diffiCll.lt. 'I'lle lower sides of the hills are covered with 
coarse grass. There are numerous birds and rabbits and 
several fresh water streams. 

9. I now proceeded to Penguin Island, the southern ex­
tremity of the Crozet Group. 'rhis is a bare precipitous rock 
about 45· miles in circumference. ! could not see any water 
here, and very few birds. 

This volcanic island appears to be destitute of any means of 
preserving life, and unfortunately it is, from its position, the 
most dangerous for vessels proceeding by a great circle route to 
Australia. 

10. The search round the shores of the Windward Islands 
occupied onc day, and the next was employed in a similar 
manner examining the Eastern Islands. 

11. The first visited was Possession Island, the largest and 
most important of the group. When off Nairne Bay we ob­
served on tHe beach a hut, several casks, and two boats, one of 
which seemed to be in fair condition. rrhe sea being smooth 
and the wind light, I decided to anchor and send in our boats 
to search the shore, as I thought it probable we should find 
some record left by people who might have gone there in the 
hope of meeting a sealing vessel. 

12. Upon landing, our interest was immediately excited by 
the strange sensation of finding ourselves snrrounded by 
animals which evidently had not the slightest fear of men or 
their guns. Hundreds of seals which were resting on the damp 
grass bordering on the stream, which at this point enters the 
sea, made no attempt to escape from us: the albatrosses also 
would not move from their nest.s on the ground. These 
magnificent birds, measlu'ing in several instances 11 feet across 
the wings, only showed resistance when actually seized, and 
even then did not seem to have any sense of danger. rl'he bay 
was alive with birds; we observed the white and sooty 
albatross, l)etrels of various kinds, black hens and Cllpe 
pigeons, numerous gulls, and a few wild ducks, and the rocks 
were covered with seals and penguins. 

13. The hut was about 12 feet long, and contained six sleep­
ing bunks; it was rudely constrncted with staves of casks. 
There was a stove inside 011 the right of ~he door ingeniously 
made out of an olel fish kettle; the funnel was formed by a 
series of small iron hoops nailed together. rrhere was a number 
of empty casks outside tog-ether with other debris belonging to 
a sealing establishment. 'rhere were two whale boats hauled up 
on the l)each; one of these was useless, the other with some 
slight repairs could be made seaworthy. The name .J. A. 
Brink was cut on the door of the hut. We found no document, 
or any signs of the bay ha\ing been lately visited. The follow­
ing record was placed in a tin box and secured to the stove in 
the hut, Her Brittanic lYlajesty's ship "Wolverene," 17 guns, 
visited each island of the Crozet group to ascertain if there 
were any shipwrecked people on them, and finally called at this 
bl1Y on the 1st December, 1876, on her way to Perth, Western 
Australia, from England. 

14. We concluded our examination by steaming round and 
searching the steep and desolate shores of East Isll1nd, the 
last of the group. 

15. Soon after leaving the land and while the Crozets were 
still visible, we passed close to a large iceberg whose height 
was estimated at 300 feet, and the circumference at the water 
line about three miles. 

16. Judging from my experience, I would submit that mer .. 
chants vessels should be cautioned against going down to a 
higher latitude than the 44th parallel; in the stormy latitudes 
south of this the westerly gales propel a ship through the 
water at a great speed, and the seas are so high that it would 
be difficult to check the speed or haul to the wind to clear 
danger. The Crozets are in a known position and can be 
avoided by careful navigation, but t.his is not the case with 
icebergs; if one of these should happen to be floating in the 
line of course of a vessel going through the water at a rate of 
12 or 13 knots during a fog by day or on a dark night it would 
not be seen until it was too near to be avoided and destruction 
would be certain. Icebergs in these southern seas should be 
considered as representing rocks or shoals in unknown posi .. 
tions. lYferchant ships rnshing blindly through these dangers 
run most criminal risks, they play a daring game of chance at 
which the lives of the passengers and crews are hazarded. It 
is more than probable tllUt the majority of the ships reported 
as missing in these seas arc missing because wrecked by sudden 
and violent contact with drifting icebergs. 

17. In the event of people being cast away on the Crozets I 
would recommend that, if possible, they sholl.ld establish a 
look out place on the Twel,e Apostles; this island is the One 
which would most probably be sighted by ships, and an object 
l)laced or amanstanding on the ridge where the H Strathmore U 

cairn is erected would be seen at a great distance. 
The north-east point of the Twelve Apostles is by the chart 

placed in longitude 50:'> 41' east. Our chronometers placed the 
point ill longitude 50:! 36' east. This is assuming the latitude 
to be correct1 as no observations for latitude eould be obtained. 
If our longitude is correct the Twelye Apostles should there_ 
fore be placed five miles west of their present position on the 
cllUrt. 

18. Attached to this letter is a copy of the log for the two 
days that the H Wolverene" Was ex.amining the Crozet group_ 

(Signed) 
I have, &c., 

LINDESAY BRINE, 
Capt/l.in. 



158 SUPPLEMENT TO GOVERNMENT. GAZETTE. 

Colonial Secreia1'Y's Office, 
Pm·th, 24th hly, 1877. 

H IS Excellency The Governor directs the publication of the following Abstract of the 
Revenue and Expenditure of the Colony of \Vestern Australia, for the Quarter endecl 

30th J uue, 1877, for general information. 

Al)stract of the Revenue of the Colony of 
Western Australia, for the Quarter ended 
June 30th, 1877. 

HEADS OF REVENUE. A)[OUNT. 

£ 8. d. 

Customs .... .... .. .. ~ ~ 210.56 5 11 
Harbor Dues .... .... 576 9 8 
Land Sales .... . ... 1.506 5 0 
Land Revenue .... . .... 3281 0 6 
Rents (exclusive of Land) .... 1:'.3 6 0 
Transfer Duties , , . .... 134 14 0 
Licenses .... ..... .. .... ~ 18() 7 6 
Postages ". .... . .. 1389 9 6 
Commission on Money Orders, .•. 18 13 1 
Telegrams .... 672 2 3 
Fines, Forfeitures, and Fees of Court 583 7 7 
Fees of Office 338 19 6 
Rottnest Native Penal Farm .. ' 224 9 1 
Sale of Government l'roperty 16 11 0 
Interest . . .. • •.. ..... 265 0 0 
Reimbursements .... ..... 7.59 16 0 
Refunds .... . .... 339 7 4 
Miscellaneous Services .... 176 3 6 
Special Revenue :N orth District, ... 21 5 0 
Special H.eceipts , ' 386 4 8 
Contributions under Scab Ordinance 110 10 3 
l'enalties under do. 7 1 4 

---- - i-

32182 8 8 
Commissariat Chest on Account} 

of Police and Magistracy 3125 0 0 

1-!-

TOTAL .... . ... 35307 8 8 

Audit Office, Perth, July 23rd, 1877. 

E. L. COURTHOPE, Auditor-General. 

A. O'GRADY LEFROY, 
Acting Colonial Secretary. 

Ahstract of the E:qwnditure of the Colony of 
Western Australia, for the Quarter endecl 
J llue 30th, 1877. 

HEADS OF SERVICE. 

Civil List Schedule G., 33rd Vict.,} 
No 13 

His Excellency The Governor ,.,. 
The I,egislature , , , 
colonial Secretary's Department • 
Treasury 
Audit Department 
ltegistry do. 
Survey do. 
Office of 'IV orks 
Customs Department 
Postal and Telegraph Department 
Harbor and Hght do. 
Administration of Justice .... 
Medical Department .... 
Police do., ... 
Gaols do. 
Rottnest Penal Estahlishment 
Government Printing DepartmEnt. , 
Inspectors of Sheep .... 
Education ... _ .... 
POur Houseand Charitable Allowances 
Immigration .... 
Pensions 
Ecclesiastical Services .... 
'IVorks and Buildings 
H.oads and Bridges 
nIiscellaneous Services 
A bOTigincs 
Crown ;l.gents 
Refunds 

TOTAL •••. 

Audit Office, PCl'tl<, htly 23)'[l, 1877. 

10:8 8~ I ~l~ 
2~~ ~ jIg 
328 4 2 
127 10 0 
205 0 0 
267 '10 0 

153l 2 8 
353 {; 0 
830 0 10 

5299 0 2 
992 6 6 

2414 2 7 
1403 11 4 
5704 4 10 
1576 12 10 

674 16 11 
324 16 6 
233 6 8 

2153 12 4 
1376 10 1] 
400 16 9 
414 15 2 
814 10 0 

1977 16 11 
30H I 10 0 
4140 i 1 11 

171 15 7 
7000 0 0 

167 0 9 

45806 3 6 

E. L. COURTHOPE, Auditor-General. 

By AutllOrity: RICHAHD PETlfER, Government Printer, Perth. 




