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[r" •. J 

PROCLAMATION 
By His Excellency the Honourable Sir ARTHUR LAWLEY, Knight 
Commander of the Most Distinguished Order of Saint Michael 
and Saint George, Governor in and over the State of Western 
Australia and its Dependencies, &c., &c., &c. 

WHEREAS Her late Most Gracious Majesty the Queen, by Letters Patent, under the Great Seal of 
the United Kingdom of GretLt Britain amI Ireln,nd, bearing date at Westminster, the twenty-ninth 

day of October, 1900, and in the sixty-fourth yelLr of Her stLicl Majesty's Heign, mLS pleased to constitute, 
order, and dec!t\,re that there should be a Governor in and over the State of Western Australia and its 
Dependencies; and that the person who should fill the said office of Governor should be from t,ime 
to time appointed by Commission, under Her said Majesty's Sign Manual and Signet; AND WHEREAS 
His present Majesty King Edwttrd VII. was further pleased by a Commission under His Royal 
Sign Manual and Signet, bearing d,Lte at St. Ja,me&'s, the 23rd day of February, One thousand 
nine hunched and one, and in the first year of His said Majesty's Reign, to tLppoint me, 
Sir ARTHUR LAWLEY, to be Governor of the said State of vVestern Australia and its Dependencies, 
with all a.nd singular the powers and authorities granted to the Governor of the s<1id State in the said 
above recited Letters Patent; Now THEREFORE it is hereby proclaimed ,md made known that all and 
singular the powers and authorities granted in the said Letters Patent, under the Great Seal of the 
United Kingdom of Great BritRin a,nd Ireland, dated at Westminster, the 29th day of October, One 
thousand nine hundred, have devolved on me, the seLid Sir ARTHUR LAWLEY, Govel'l1or of the said State 
of Westel'll Australia; and having ta.l'en the oaths prescribefl by law to be taken in that behalf, I have 
this dRy ,tssumed the Govel'l1ment of the said StRte, <1nc1 all and singular His Majesty's Officers, Ministers 
and Subjects in the said State, and all others whom it may concern, are required to take due notice 
thereof, and to give their ready obedience accordingly. 

Given under my hand and the Public Seal of the sRid State, this first day of May, in the year 
of Our Lord One thousand nine huncIred and one, and in the first year of His Majesty's 
reign. 

By His Excellency's Command, 

GEO. THROSSELL. 

GOD SA YE THE KING! 
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WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 

OOMMISSION passed under the Royal Sign Manual and Signet, appointing 
the Honourable Sir ARTHUR LAWLEY, K.O.M.G., to be Governor 
of the State of Western Australia and its Dependencies. 

Dated 23l"d Feb?'um'Y, 1901. 

Appointment of the Honourable Sir 
Arthur Lawley, K.C.M.G., to be 
Governor. 

Recites Letters Patent constituting the 
office of Governor. 

Commission of 5th October, 1895, 
superseded. 

Officers and others to give obedience. 

COMMISSION appointing 

EDWARD R. 
Edwanl the Seventh, by the Grace of God of the United Kingdom 

of Great Britain and Ireland King. Defender of the Faith, 
Emperor of India: To Our Trusty and Well-beloved Sir ARTHUR 
J,AWLEY (commonly called the Honourable Sir Arthur Lawley), 
formerly Captain in Our Regiment of the 10th Hussars, Knight 
COlllm1l1Cler of Our Most Dif.ltinguished Order of Saint Michael 
a,nd Saint George, Greeting. 

WE do, by this Our Commission, under Our Sign Manual and Signet, 
appoint you, the said Sir Arthur Lawley, to be during Our pleasure 
Our Governor in anJ over Our State of vVestern Australia and its 
Dependencies, in the Commonwealth of Australia, with all the powers, 
rights, privileges, and advantages to the said Office belonging or 
appertaining. 

II. And We do hereby authorise, empower, and command you to 
exercise and perform all and singular the powers and directions 
contained in certain Letters Patent under the Great Seal of Our United 
Kingdom of Great Brit,Lin and Ireland, bearing date Rt Westminster 
the 'rwenty-ninth day of Oetober, 1900, constituting the Offiee 
of Governor in and over our State of vVestern Australia and 
it::: Dependeneies, in the Commonwealt.h of Australia, or in any 
other Letters Patent <1dding to, amending, or substituted for the same, 
and a,ccording to such Orders and Instructions as you may receive 
from Us. 

IH. And vVe do hereby ,1,ppoint that, so soon as you shall have 
taken the prescribed oaths, and have entered upon the duties of 
your office, this Our present Commission shall supersede the Commis­
sion uncleI' the Sign Manual and Signet of Her late Majesty Queen 
Victoria, bearing" date the fifth day of Oetober, 1895, appointing Our 
Trusty and Well-beloved Gerard Smith, I-Dsq .. formerly Captain and 
Lieutenant-Colonel in Our Regiment of Scots Fusilier Guards (now 
Sir C+t'I'aI'd Smith, Knight Commander of Our Most Distinguished 
Order of Saint lYIichael and S,l,int George) to be Governor and 
Commander-iu-Chief of Our Colony of Western Australia and its 
Dependeneies. . 

IV. And We do hereby command all and singular Our OtTIcel's, 
Ministers, ,1nd loving subjects in Our said State and its Dependencies, 
and all others whom it m'1Y concern, to take due notice hereof, and to 
give their ready ohedience accordingly. 

Given <1t Our Court at S[1int J ames's, this 23rd day of February, 
1901, in the First year of Our Reign. 

By His Majesty's Command, 

J. CHAMBERLAIN. 

The Honourable SIR ARTHUR LAWLEY, K.C.M.G., 

to be Governor of the State of 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 
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WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 

LETTERS PATENT passed undor the Great Seal of the United Kingdom, 

constituting the Office of Governor of the State of vVestern Australia 

and its Dependencies, in the Common wealth of Australia. 

Dnte(t 2!ith OCtObCl', 1900. 

Pre:unblc. 

Recites Letters Patent of 25th August, 
1890, constituting Office of Governor. 

Recites Imperial Act, 63 & 64, Vict., 
c. 12, Proclamation of lith Septem­
ber. 1900, and Letters Patent of 29th 
October, 1900. 

Revocation of Letters Patent of 25th 
Augnst, 1890. 

Oflice of Governor constituted. 

Boundaries. 

Governor's powers and authorities. 

Recites Imperia.l Act, 53 & 5i Vict., c. 2ti. 

Victoria, by the Gmee of God of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland Queen, Defender of the Faith, Empress of India: To 
all to whom these Presents shall come, Greeting. 

WHE REAS by cerhtill Letters P,ttent under the Great Seal of Our 
United Kingdoni of Grertt Brit.,tin ,mcl Ireland, bearing dltte at 
Westminster the 2.5th day of August, 1890, We did constitute the 
Office of Governor a.nd COlllmander-in-Chief in and over Our Colony 
of Westel'll Anstralia, and its Dependencies as therein described: And 
whereas in virtue of the provisions of the Commonwealth of Australia 
Constitution Act, 1900, and of Our Proclamation issued thereunder, 
by and with the a,dviee of Our Privy Council, on the Seventeenth day 
of September, One thousanc1nine hUlltlred, ,Ve IU1ve by certain Letters 
Patent. uncler the ""tiel Great Seal of Ollr United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireb.nd, bearing ('ven date herewith, made provi:::ion for 
the OJIice of Goyel'llor-GenernJ ,tllCl COlllumnder-in-Chief in and over 
Our COllllllonwealth of Anst.ntiilt: And wlwrea,s it has become ll(:ces­
sa.r), to make pel'lllltnent pl'ovisioll for the Office of Governor in and 
over Our St,tte of '\Vestl'l'll Anst.mlia and its Dependencies, in the 
COlllll1ol1wealth of Austn1Ii,L, without making new Letters Patent on 
e,wh c1elllise of the :::aid Offi,·p. 

N owW e do hI' thes(! Pre;;ents l'evoh Our ",tid first recited Letters 
Patent, of the 25th (h.v of Angnst, 1890, from [tlld after the prochtma­
tion of these Our Letter" P,ttent as hereinafter provide cl, but without 
prejudice to ,wything lawfully done thereunder. 

Il. And further know ye tlmtWe do by these presents constitnte, 
order, ,tlld declare tlmt there shall be a Governor in and over Our 
State of VVestern ~\.ustmlia and its Dependencies, extending from the 
paTallel of thirteen c1egrees thirty minutes south latitude, to ,Yest 
C:Ljle Howe in the parallel of thirty-five degrees eight minutes south 
httituc1e, :1tld from the HlHtOg'S Isla,nd, on the \Vestern Coa::;1, in 
longitude one hUll<lred ltnd twelve degrees filly-two minutes to one 
hundred a,nc1 twenty-nine degrees of east longitude, reckoning from 
the lUt'rilliml of Greenwich, including all the ishmds adjacent ill the 
Indi;l,n and Sout.hern OCe,tll3 within the latitudes aforesaid of tllirteell 
degrees thirty lllinutes south, and thirty-five degrees eight minutes 
south, ancl within the longitudes aforesaid of one hundred and twelve 
degrees fifty-two minutes, and one hundred and twenty-nine degrees 
east from the sa-id meridian of Greenwich (which said State of 
,'1 estern Australia and its Depenc1eneies ,ue hereinafter cttlled the 
State), ancl that appointments to the said Office shall be made hy 
Commission under Our Sign MlLl1Ua.l and Signet. 

Ill. ,'le do hereby a.uthorise, empower, and command Our said 
Governor to do a,nd execute "l] things tlmt belong to his said Office, 
<1nd to exercise the powers md ,tuthorities vested in him hy the 
Western Australia Constitution Act, 1890, or by any other Act :tdding 
to, amending, or substituted for the sa,me, or by these Our Letters 
Patent and by snch COlllllli8~ion <1S mety be issued to him under Our 
Sign Manual and Signet, and. ,wcording to such Instructions as may 
from time to time be given to him under Our Sign lYI<1nual and Signet, 
or by Our Order in Our Priy,l' COllneil, or by Us through onc of Onr 
Principa.l Secreta.ries of 8ttlte. and to :mch Laws <18 are now or Sh,Lll 
hereafi.er be in force in the State. 
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Publication of Governor's Commission. 

Oath to be taken by Governor. 

Imperial Act, 31 & 32 Vict., c. 72. 

Public Seal. 

Executive Council: constitution of. 

Grant of lands. 

Appointment of Judges, etc. 

Grant of pardon. 

Remission of fines. 

Political offences. 

Proviso. Banishment from State pro­
hibited. 

Suspension or removal from office. 

Summoning', proroguing, 01' dissolving 
any Legislative Body. 

Succession to Government. 

Lieutenant-Governor. 

IV. We do also by these Our Letters Patent declare Our Will and 
pleasure as follows :-

V. Every person appointed to fill the Office of Governor shall, with 
all due solemnity, before entering on any of the duties of his Office, 
cause the Commission appointing him to be Governor to be read and 
published at the seat of Government, in the presence of the Chief 
Justice or some other Judge of the Supreme Court of the State, and 
of the Members of the Executive Oouncil thereof, which being done, 
he shall then and there take before them the Oath of Allegiance in 
the form provided by an Act passed in the Session holden in the 
Thirty-first and Thirty-second years of Our Reign, intituled " An Act 
to amend the Law relating to Promissory Oaths"; and likewise the 
usual Oath for the due execution of the Office of Governor, and for 
the due and impartial etdministration of justice; which Oat.hs the said 
Chief Justice or Judge is hereby required to administer. 

VI. The Governor shall keep and use the Public Seal of the State 
for sealing all things whatsoever that shall pass the said Public Seal: 
and until a Public Seal shall be provided for the State the Public Seal 
formerly used in Our Colony of Western Australia shall be used as 
the Public Seal of the State. 

VII. There shall be an Executive Council for the State, and the 
said Council shall consist of such persons as were, immediately before 
the coming into force of these Our Letters Patent, Members of the 
Executive Council of Western Australia, or as may at any time be 
Members of the Executive Council for Our said State, in accordance 
with any Law enacted by the Legislature of the State, and of such 
other persons as the Governor shall, from time to time, in Our name 
and on Our behalf, but subject to any Law as aforesaid, appoint under 
the Public Seal of the State to be Members of Our said Executive 
Council for the State. 

VIII. The Governor in Our name and on Our behalf, may make 
and execute, under the said Public Seal, grant.s and dispositions of 
lands within t.he State, subject to the Laws in force for the time being 
for regulating the sale or disposal of Crown lands. 

IX. The Governor may constitute and appoint, in Our Name and 
on Our behalf, all such Judges, Commissioners, Justices of the Peace, 
and other necessary Officers and Ministers in the State, eLS may be 
lawfully constituted or appointed by Us. 

X. When any crime or offence has been committed within the State, 
against the Laws of the State, or for which the offender may be tried 
therein, the Governor may, as he shall see occasion, in Our name and 
on Our behalf, grant a pardon to any accomplice in such crime or 
offence who shall give such information as shall lead to the conviction 
of the principal offender, or of anyone of such offenders, if more than 
one; and further, may gmnt to any offender convicted in any Court 
of the State, or before any judge, or other Magistrate of the State, 
within the State, tt pardon either free or subject to htwful conditions, 
or any remission of the sentence passed on such offender, 01' any 
respite of t.he execution of such sentence for such period as the 
Governor thinks fit; [tnd fnrther, may remit any fines, penalties, 01' 

forfeitures due or accrued to Us. Provided always that the Governor 
shall in no case, except where the offence has been of a political nature 
unaccomp,tnied by any other grave crime, make it a condition of any 
pardon or remission of sentence thlLt the offender shall absent himself 
or be removed from the State. 

XI. The Governor may, so feW as "Ve Ourselves lawfully may, upon 
sufficient cause to him appearing, remove from his office, or suspend 
from the exercise of the 81L1l1e, any person holding any office or place 
uncleI' the State, uncleI' or by virtue of any Commission or Warrant or 
other Instrument granted, or which nmy Le granted, by U ~ in Our 
name, or under Our authority. 

XII. The Governor rmty exercise all powt'rs lawfully belonging to 
Us in respect of the summoning, proroguing, or dissolving allY 
Legislative Body, which now is or hereafter lllay be established within 
the State, and in respect of the appointment Members thereto. 

XIII. In the event of thH Office of the Governor becoming vacant, 
or of the Governor being inclLpable, or of his departure from the State, 
Our Lieutenant-Governor, or if there be no snch Officer in the State, 
t.hen such person or persons as We may appoint uncleI' Our Sign 
Manual and Signet, shall, during Our pleasure, administer the 
Gove1'l1ment of the State, first taking the Oaths hereinbefore directed 
to be taken by the Governor and in the manner herein prescribed; 
which being done, we do hereby authorise, empower, and command 
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Administrator. 

Governor may appoint It Deputy dm'ing 
his temporary nbsence from seat of 
Govemment or fro111 the Shl,te. 

Officers ltncl others to obey and nssiBt 
Governor. 

Power reserved to Her iHajesty to 
revoke, alter, or "Illend present 
Letters p,l,tellt. 

Pnblicntiol1 of Letters Patent. 

Our Lieutenant-Governor. ~l1ld every other such Admiuist.nttor as 
nfol'<.'sairl, to do a.ud execute, during Our plea,sure, all things t.hat 
iwl(lng to the Otliee of Goyerno]' aCl:orc1ing' t.o the tenor of these Our 
Letta:8 Patent, ~Lllc1 according to OLII' Il{strndious as aforesaid, and 
the Laws of the State, 

XIV, In the eyeut of the Governor haYing occasion to be tempo­
mril.v [tbsent for a shor1 period from the seat of Govenlluent or from 
the St<tte. he mew in even such cn,se. Jw ,1,U instrnment uuder the 
Public 8e,11 of ti~e St,tte, 'l:ollstitut-e aucl appoint our Lieutenant­
Governor, or if there b8 no such Officer, or if such Officer be absent or 
unable to act, then :wy other person, to be his Deputy during such 
temporary ttbsence, and in tlmt capacity to exereise, perform, and 
execute for and on belmlf of the Governor during such ,1,bsence, but no 
longer, ;LU such powers ,Lud authorities vested in the Governor by 
these Our Letters Pn,t.,nt, ,L8 >:>lmll in ,Lncl by such Instrument be 
specified and limited, but 110 others, Provided, nevertheless, that by 
the appointment of ,t Deputy as :tfores;1iJ, t.he power and authority of 
the Governor SIUL11 not be abridged, altered, or in ,1,ny W,ty affected, 
otherwise tlmn IVe m,1Y ,1,t ,1UY time hereafter think proper to direct.. 

XV. And IVe do hereby re(luire and command ,1,U Our Officers ,1lld 
Ministers, ,Lml :t1l other the inh,1,bitant15 or the State, to be obedient, 
aiding, l1nd ,1,ssisting unto the Governor or to such person or persons 
as Ill,Ly fr<Jlll time to time, under the provisions of Our Letters Patent, 
administer the Government of the State. 

XVI. And we do hereby reserve to Ourselves, Our heirs ,1,nd 
succes~ors, fnIl powel" aud a,uthority from time to time to revoke, 
alter, or amend these Our Letters Pa.tent f1S to Us or t.hem s1ll111 seem 
meet. 

XVII. Aml We do direct ltucl enjoin that t.hese Our Letters Pl1tent 
shall be read ,Llld proclaimed ::Lt. such place or places wit.hin Our saic1 
Sh1te ,1,8 the Governor slm11 think fit. 

In wit.ness whereof 'vVe have mused these Our Letters t.o be made 
Patent. Witness Onrself [Lt Westminster, t.he rrwenty-ninth day of 
October, in the Sixty-fourth ye,1,!' of OLlr Reign. 

By W:tlTant uncleI' the QLleen's Sign MltnuaL 

lVIUIR MACKENZIE. 

LE'fTERS PA'rENT constituhn;::( the 
Office of Goveruor (If the State of 

\Yl"S1'lmN AUSTRALIA. 

Premie!"s Department, 1sl If[(ty, 1901, 

fITS Excellellcv tl;t' GoY,,:'nor in Execuliw O?ul1<;i 1 Iv\.~ be~n l'l:~;tsed to ltppoint Lieu~ellallt ?-EOltC:.E \YOLFE 
NI Ul(RAr, Seaforl h HIghhllders, tLl be HIS EXl:ellency S Alc1e-r}c-C,unp ,LllCl Actlllg Prm.Lte tiel:retal':-; 

and Second Lieutenant !VO R. Y BSEY, Irish Gua,]',ls, to be Extm Aide-de-Oftmp to His Excellency. 

ARTHUR H. WILLIAlVIS, 
Acting Uncler Secretary, 

Premier's Department. 

By Authority, \V~r. ALFRpJD vVA:rsoN, Government Printer, Perth. 




