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STATE PLANNING COMMISSION ACT 1985 AS AMENDED

NOTICE OF RESOLUTION

DEVELOPMENT ABUTTING RESERVEDLAND

File 970-1-1-3;810-2-1-1.
NOTICE is herebygiventhat theStatePlanningCommissionat its meetingheld on 9 March
1988, and acting pursuantto the provision of the State Planning Commission Act 1985
resolvedas follows.

1. Cancellationof Delegation
The State Planning Commission,acting pursuantto the provisions of section 20 of the

State Planning Commission Act 1985 "the Act", has resolved to cancel the following
delegations-

i Delegation dated 12 December1985 relating to the determination by the local
governmentauthorities of applicationsfor approval to commenceand carry out
developmentpursuant to Part IV of the Metropolitan Region Scheme "the
Scheme",noticeof which was publishedin theGovernmentGazetteon 16 December
1985.

ii Delegationdated14 January1987 relatingto thedeterminationby local government
authoritiesof applicationsfor approvalto commenceand carry out developmenton
landabuttinglandreservedunderthe Scheme,notice of which was publishedin the
GovernmentGazettedated18 March1987.

2. Notice of Delegation
TheState PlanningCommissionactingpursuantto theprovisionsof section20 of theState

PlanningCommissionAct resolvedto delegate-
a to thelocal governmentauthoritiessetout in Schedule1 hereunder,and
b subjectto thedirectionof thoselocal governmentauthoritiesand therequirementsof

Schedule2 setout hereunderto a memberor officer thereof,
its functionsasresponsbleauthorityin respectof thedetermination,in accordancewith part
IV of theMetropolitan Region Scheme,of applicationsfor approvalto commenceand carry
out developmenton land within their respective districts zoned under Part III of the
Scheme-

i exceptwhere thelandis subjectto a resolutionunderClause32 of theScheme,
ii except where the land is subject to a declaration under Section 35C of the

MetropolitanRegionTown PlanningSchemeAct 1959 asamended,and
iii exceptto theextentnecessaryto give effect to the provisionsof Clauses4 and 5 of

this notice.
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Schedule1
Municipalities of the Cities of Armadale, Bayswater, Belmont, Canning, Cockburn,

Fremantle,Gosnells,Melville, Nedlands,Perth,SouthPerth,Stirling, Subiacoand Wanneroo.
Municipalities of the Towns of Bassendean,Claremont, Cottesloe, East Fremantle,

Kwinana andMosmanPark.
Municipalities of the Shires of Kalamunda,Mundaring,PeppermintGrove, Rockingham,

Serpentine-JarrahdaleandSwan.

Schedule2
For the purposeof this notice the delegatedpowers to a member or officer of a local

governmentauthoritymayonly be exercised-
i by a memberof that authority being theChairmanof thecommitteerequiredat the

direction of Council to consider and report upon all applicationsfor approval to
commenceand carry out developmentwithin its municipal district, and being
qualifiedby experiencewith thework of anysuchcommittee;and/or

ii by that officer of the authority, holding a Municipal Town PlannersCertificate,
appointedto theposition of Town Plannerfor thepurposeof theLocal Government
Act with overallresponsibilityfor theplanningfunctionsof theauthority.

3. Interpretations
For the purposeof this Resolution the following terms have the meaningsassignedto

them-
"application" meansanapplicationmadeundertheSchemefor approvalto commenceor

carryout developmenton landwhich-
a is within theMetropolitanRegion;
b is zonedundertheScheme;and
C abutsreservedland.

"Commission"meansthe StatePlanningCommissionestablishedunder section4 of the
StatePlanningCommissionAct 1985.

"Dwelling" meansa separateself-containedplace of residencecontaining at leastone
living room andincludes rooms and outbuildings separatefrom suchbuilding but
ancillarythereto.

"Local Authority" meansa local governmentauthoritywithin theMetropolitanRegion.
"local road"meansa roadotherthan a private road ora roadsubjectof reservationunder

PartII of the Scheme.
"MRD" meanstheMain RoadsDepartmentof WesternAustralia.
"regional road" meansanyroaddesignatedundertheSchemeas follows-

a Land colouredred in the SchemeMap-ControlledAccessHighway;
b Land colouredbrokenred in theSchemeMap-Other Major Highway;and
c Land coloureddark bluein theSchemeMap-ImportantRegionalRoad.

"reservedland" meanslandreservedunderPartII of theScheme.
"road reservation"meansa reservationunderPartII of theScheme,for thepurposesof a

road.
"Scheme"meanstheMetropolitanRegionSchemeasamended.

4. Determinationby StatePlanningCommission
Subject to theprovisionsof clause6 of this resolution,all applicationswhich fall within any

of the classes hereinafter described,shall be forwarded by the Local Authority to the
Commissionfor determination-

a Any applicationfor land abutting thoseregional roadsclassifiedby Plan SP217/i of
Policy StatementSPC 31 as Category1 and which proposesdevelopmentinvolving
anyof the following features-

i directaccessbetweenthesubjectlandandthe roadreservation;
ii encroachmentupon the roadreservation;
iii anyother featurewhich, in the opinion of the Local Authority, is of regional

significance.

b Any applicationfor landabutting thoseregional roadsclassifiedby Plan SP217/1 of
Policy StatementSPC 31 as Category2 and which proposesdevelopmentinvolving
anyofthefollowing features-

i additional or new accessbetweenthesubjectlandand theroadreservation;
ii alteration to an existing accessbetween the subject land and the road

reservation;
iii potential for a significant increasein traffic using anexisting accessonto the

roadreservation,suchto be determinedby the Local Authority;
iv retention of an existing accessbetween the subject land and the road

reservation,wherethereis analternativeaccessto a local road;
v encroachmentupon theroadreservation;
vi any other featurewhich, in the opinion of theLocal Authority, is of regional

significance.

c Any application for land abutting those regional roads classifiedas Category 3 by
Plan SP217/1 of Policy StatementSPC 31.

d Any applicationfor landabutting landreservedundertheSchemefor purposesother
than"ControlledAccessHighway", "Other Major Highway" or "Important Regional
Road".
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5. Referralto Main RoadsDepartment
Subjectto the provisionsof clause6 of this resolutionall applicationswhich fall within any

of the classeshereinafterdescribedshall be referredto the Main Roads Departmentfor
commentand recommendationbeforedeterminationby the Local Authority. In responding,
the Main Roads Departmentshall have regard for the provisions of the relevant local
authoritytown planning schemeand make its commentand recommendationwithin 30 days
of receipt of the application. Where that recommendationis not acceptableto the Local
Authority, then within 30 days the application shall be referred to the State Planning
Commissionfor itsdetermination-

a Any applicationfor landabutting thoseregionalroadsclassifiedby Plan SP206/1 of
Policy StatementSPC 31 as Category1 and which proposesdevelopmentincluding
anyof thefollowing features-

i direct accessbetweenthesubjectlandand theroadreservation;
ii encroachmentupon the roadreservation;
iii any other featurewhich, in theopinion of the Local Authority, is of regional

significance.
b Any applicationfor land abuttingthoseregionalroadsclassifiedby Plan SP206/1 of

Policy StatementSPC 31 as Category2 and which proposesdevelopmentinvolving
anyof thefollowing features-

i additionalor new accessbetweenthesubjectlandandtheroadreservation;
ii alteration to an existing accessbetween the subject land and the road

reservation;
iii potential for a significantincreasein traffic using anexisting accessonto the

road reservation,suchto be determinedby theLocal Authority;
iv retention of an existing accessbetween the subject land and the road

reservation,wherethereis an alternativeaccessto a local road;
v encroachmentupon the roadreservation;
vi any otherfeaturewhich, in the opinion of the Local Authority, is of regional

significance.
c Any applicationfor land abutting those regional roads classifiedas Category 3 by

PlanSP206/1 of Policy StatementSPC31.

6. Exceptions
Notwithstandingthe provisionsof clauses4 and 5 of this resolution,applicationswhich fall

within any of the following classesare subject to clause2 and power to determinesuch
applicationsrestswith theLocal Authority-

a Applications for residentialdevelopmentof not more than four dwellings or which
constitutes an ancillary and incidental addition or modification to an existing
authoriseddevelopmentand which, in the opinion of the Local Authority, will not
prejudice or otherwise adverselyaffect the purpose and function of the abutting
reservationexceptwherethe abuttingreservationis for a roadclassifiedas Category
3 by PlansSP206/1 or SP217/1 of Policy StatementSPC31.

b Applicationsfor developmentthat areprohibitedby anyprovisionof a town planning
schemeandwhich, for that reason,arerefusedby theLocal Authority.

c Applications for developmentwhich are refused by the Local Authority using
discretionarypowercontainedin a town planningscheme.

POLICY STATEMENT SPC 31

REGIONAL ROADS DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS

RevisionNo. 1: IssuedMay 1988

1. INTRODUCTION
1.1 This policy statementcomplementsthe resolution of the Commissionof May, 1988,

which deals with responsibility for the determinationof developmentapplicationsabutting
land reservedunder the Metropolitan Region Scheme.The resolutionprovides for certain
classesof applicationabutting regional roadsto be determinedby either the Commissionor,
with theadviceand recommendationof theMain RoadsDepartment,by theLocal Authority.
This PolicyStatementis intendedto clarify theproceduresunderwhich theseapplicationsare
to bedealtwith.

1.2 It should be noted that accessto major roads may also be controlled under other
legislationasfollows-

i Section 28A of the Main RoadsAct empowersthe Governoron therecommendation
of theCommissionerof Main Roadsto proclaim "controlof access"over any section
or part of a main road. Any personwishing to constructan accessto theroad must
first obtain theapprovalof theCommissionerof Main Roads.

ii Section359 of theLocal GovernmentAct requirestheapprovalof the Commissioner
of Main Roads to the construction of accessto premises,other than residential
premises,to or from a road proclaimeda highway or main road for the purposesof
theMain RoadsAct.

2. CLASSIFICATION OF ROADS
2.1 The Metropolitan Region Schemereservesland for three categoriesof regional road

accordingto function and responsibility. These are "Controlled Access Highways" "Other
Major Highways"and "ImportantRegionalRoads".

2.2 Most controlledAccessHighways CAH and Other Major HighwaysOMH form the
primary road system. The construction and maintenanceof most of these roads is the
responsibilityof the Commissionerof Main Roads.However,not all roadsclassifiedas CAH
or OMH in the Region Schemeare Main Roads,so for thepurposeof this Policy Statement
theattachedPlansdesignateeachroadasfollows-

*Plan 5P 2061/1-RoadsunderMRD control.
*Plan 5P 217/1-RoadsunderSPCcontrol.
Freewaysare includedunderControlledAccessHighways.
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2.3 Important RegionalRoads form part of the district systemand include the principal
feedersandconnectorsto the primary routes.Local Authorities are normally responsiblefor
the constructionand maintenanceof Important Regional Roads. Some of the Important
RegionalRoadsarealsodeclaredMain RoadsundertheMain RoadsAct andcomeunder the
jurisdictionof theCommissionerof Main Roads.

2.4 Local streetsare not designatedin the Metropolitan Region Scheme. Control of
developmentandaccessto local streetsis theresponsibilityof Local Authorities.

3. PROCEDUREFOR DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS
3.1 Local Authorities may now determinemost developmentapplicationsfor land abutting

regional roads although in certain casesthey are requiredto consult with the Main Roads
Departmentbeforemaking that determination.However, certainclassesof applicationwhich
abut regional roads under the control of the Commissionand which proposedevelopment
deemedas being of regional significanceunder the terms of this Policy will continue to be
determinedby theCommission.

3.2 In operatingthis Policy, Local Authorities will naturallycontinueto havespecial regard
for the safety of all road users including pedestrians,the disabled,cyclists and motorists,
together with the Commission’s Policy Statement on Regional Roads Vehicular
Access-Policy No. 5.1. Proposals that are consideredto jeopardisesafety will not be
permitted.

3.3 Plan No. SP206/1which is part of this Policy Statementidentifiesthoseregionalroads
which aretheresponsibilityof theMain RoadsDepartment.Applicationswhich abut roadsin
category1 or category2 which areof regionalsignificanceaswell as all thoseabuttingroadsin
category 3 must be referred by the Local Authority receiving the applicationto the Main
Roads Departmentfor commentand recommendationsto be incorporatedinto the Local
Authority’s decisionon the application.If the Local Authority is not preparedto acceptthe
recommenationsof the Main RoadsDepartmentthenit mustwithin 30 daysof thereceiptof
the recommendation,forward the application to the State Planning Commission for
determination.Local Authorities areaskedto forward copiesof decisionsmadeby themunder
this sectionto theMain RoadsDepartmentfor information.

3.4 Plan No. SP 217/1, which is part of this Policy Statementidentifies those Regional
Roads which are the responsibilityof the State PlanningCommission.Applications which
abut roads in category1 or category2 which are of regional significanceas well as thosein
category3 must be forwardedby the Local Authority receiving theapplicationto the State
PlanningCommissionfor determination.It mustbe notedherethat theseparateapprovalof
theLocal Authority in termsof its own town planningschememayalsoberequired.

3.5 Any developmentapplicationswhich containany of the following featuresare, for the
purposeof thesepolicy guidelinesconsideredto be of regional significanceand shall be dealt
with in accordancewith theproceduressetout in paragraphs3.3 and3.4 asthecasemaybe.

3.5.1 For Category1 roadsfrontageaccessnot allowed-
Direct accessbetweenthe subjectlandand theroadreservation;
Developmentwhich encroachesupon theroad reservation;
Any other featurewhich, in the opinion of the Local Authority, causesthe proposed

developmentsto beof regionalsignificance.
3.5.2 ForCategory2 roadswhereaccessmaybeallowed-

Additional or new accessbetweenthesubjectlandandtheroadreserve;
Alteration to anexistingaccessbetweenthesubjectlandandtheroadreservation;
New or retentionof anexisting accessbetweenthesubjectlandand theroad reservation

wherethereis analternativeaccessto a local road;
When,in theopinionof the LocalAuthority, thereis potentialfor a significantincreasein

traffic usinganexistingaccessonto theroadreservation;
Developmentwhich encroachesupon theroadreservation;
Any other feature which, in the opinion of the Local Authority, causesthe proposed

developmentto be of regionalsignificance.
3.5.3 For category 3 roads where the land requirementis not accurately definedin the

Metropolitan Region Scheme all developmentapplicationsshould be referredto MRD or
SPC asappropriate.

3.6 for thepurposeof this Policy Statementalternativeaccessis eithera public road or a
public lanewaywith a minimum width of 6 m for a multi-residentialdevelopmentor 8 m for a
commercialdevelopment.

3.7 Local Authorities are remindedof the need to ensurethat no drainagedischargesfrom
the subjectland onto or acrossan adjacentregional reservationwithout the approvalof the
relevantauthority.

4. APPEALS
4.1 Any appealthat mayresult from the determinationof applicationsmadeunderthenew

resolutionwill be respondedto by the body that issuedthe decision-i.e. theCommissionof
theLocal Authority. Where a Local Authority hasresolved,using thediscretioncontainedin
theresolutionor in this Policy Statement,not to refer anapplicationto the Commissionfor
determinationthen any subsequentappeal is againstthe decision of the Local Authority.
NeithertheCommissionnor the Main RoadsDepartmentwould normally becomeinvolvedin
defendingtheappeal,althougheachwould beavailablefor adviceand supportwhen requested.

5. DRIVEWAYS
5.1 All drivewaysshall be designedin accordancewith the Main RoadsDepartmentmanual

for drivewaysin urbanareas.

6. REVISIONS
6.1 This Policy Statementwill be reviewedperiodically by theState PlanningCommission.

Revisionsto thetext andto planswill benumberedsequentially.Updatedplansmaybe issued
without revisingthetext.
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