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WESTERNAUSTRALIA

HEALTH ACT 1911

HEALTH ACT SWMMNG POOLS
REGULATONS 1964

Citation

1. Theseregulationsmay be cited as theHealth Act SwimmingPools Regulations
1964.

Effect

1A. Theseregulationsshall haveeffect in thewhole of everydistrict within theState.

[Regulation 1A insertedin Gazette22 October1982p. 4117.]

Interpretation

2. In theseregulationsunlessthecontext requiresotherwise-

"occupier" includesowner, manager,trusteeor other personor personsin chargeof
theswimmingpool;

"swimmingpool" meansanyswimmingpool that is usedby or in connectionwith any
club, school,business,associationor body corporateand, subjectto thecontext,
includes all premises,buildings and equipmentused in connectionwith the
swimmingpool; and

wordsandexpressionsusedin theseregulationshavethe samerespectivemeanings
as aregiven themin, andfor thepurposesof, the Act.

Notice to be sent to
Executive Director, Public
Health and local authority

3. 1 Whenever it is intendedto construct, open, alter or extend any swimming pooi,
theoccupiershall give noticeto the ExecutiveDirector, Public Health andto the local
authority of suchintention.
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2 The noticeto theExecutiveDirector, Public Healthshallbe accompaniedby-

a 2 copiesof plans,specificationsanda descriptionshowingthemodeor proposed
mode of construction,draining, ventilatingand lighting the swimmingpool, the
quantity of waterwhichtheswimmingpool is intendedto hold andthecapacity
of thefiltration andother watertreatmentunits; and

b a block plan showing the position of the swimming pool in relation to the
position anddistribution of sanitary conveniencesandthe lands on which the
swimmingpool abutsandthepurposesfor which thoselandsareused.

[Regulation3 amendedin Gazettes29 Junel9&1 p. 1782; 16 August1985P. 2918.1

Approval of Executive Director,
Public Health to be obtained

4. 1 A personshall not commencetheconstruction,opening, alteration, or exten
sion of a swimming pool until the written approvalof the Executive Director, Public
Healthto theplans,specificationsandactionto betakenhasbeenobtained.

2 The local authority of any district whereintheconstruction,opening,alterationor
extensionof a swimming pool is commencedshall forthwith notify theExecutiveDirec
tor, Public Healthin writing.

[Regulation 4 amendedin Gazette29June1984p. 1782.1

Executive Director, Public
Health may closecertain
swimming pools

4A. 1 The ExecutiveDirector, Public Health may, if he is satisfiedthat the water
usedin a swimming pool is unsafebecauseof its unsatisfactoryquality or the inadequacy
of the treatment to which it hasbeen subjected,by notice in writing served on the
occupierof theswimming pool closethe swimming pool for an indefinite periodor such
periodasis specifiedin thatnotice.

2 The ExecutiveDirector, Public Health may by notice in writing served on an
occupieron whoma closurenoticehasbeenservedamendor revoketheclosurenotice.

3 An occupieron whom a closurenotice hasbeenservedshall, while the swimming
pool to which the closurenotice relatesis closedby virtue of theclosurenotice, ensure
that thatswimmingpool is not usedby anyperson.

4 In this regulation-

"closurenotice"meansnoticeservedundersubregulation1.

[Regulation4A insertedin Gazette5 July 1985pp. 2391-92.]

[5. Regulation5 repealedin Gazette16 August1985p. 2918.]

Lighting of swimming pools

6. 1 Every swimming pool shall be providedwith light, whethernaturalor artificial
or both, to suchanintensity thatat all times when theswimming pool is in use-

a theaveragelevel of illumination on thesurfaceof thewater, measuredat water
level in thehorizontalplaneat a distanceof 900millimetres out towardsthe pool
centrefrom theconcourse,is at least86 lumensper squaremetre;and

b at no point on thesurfaceof thewateris the illumination lessthan43 lumensper
squaremetre.
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2 The averagelevel of illumination referredto in subregulation1 shall be determined
by taking a number of readingsat intervals of 3 metres aroundthe perimeter, and
calculatingthemeanof thesevalues.

3 The floor of everyswimmingpool, exceptfor theguide lines, shall be of suchcolour
or coloursthat it hasa light reflectingvalueof not lessthan 60 per centum.

4 Where a pool hasa greaterdepth than 2 metres,underwaterflood lamps shall be
providedandtheir intensity shall be not lessthan thatsetout in Table 1.

5 Overheadlighting for diving pools, diving platforms and steps theretoshall be so
arrangedthat director reflectedglare, either from the fittings or from thewater, shall be
keptto a minimum acceptableto theExecutiveDirector, Public Health.

[6 and 7 repealed]

8 A pool deck shall be providedwith sufficient lighting aroundthe pool perimeterso
that it maybe illuminatedto a distanceof at least3.6 metresout from thepool.

9 The electrical installation for swimming pools and surrounding areasshall be in
accordancewith Australian Standard3000 1981 S.A.A. Wiring Rules.

[Regulation 6 substituted in Gazette5 March 1971 p. 697; amendedin Gazettes11
January1974p. 62; 29June 1984p. 1782; 16 August1985p. 2918.]

Provision of facilities

7. 1 The occupiershall provide an adequate number of dressing roomsin respectof
eachsex, convenientlysituated, andshall provide facilities to suchnumber andof such
natureas to bein accordancewith the following scale:-

a Toilets:

i onewaterclosetfor every40 femaleswimmers;and

ii onewaterclosetplus oneurinal for every60 maleswimmers.

b Showers:Onefor every40 swimmers.

c Handbasins:Onefor every60 swimmers.

2 Where provision is madeat theswimming pool for spectators,separatetoilets and
handbasinsshall beprovidedfor their use.

3 Unless otherwisedirectedby theExecutiveDirector, Public Healthfor thepurpose
of theprovision of facilities under subregulation1, the number of swimmersshall be
calculatedby allowing one personfor each 2.3 squaremetresof pool surfaceareaand
allotting thefinal numberas 50 per centmaleand50 per centfemale.

[Regulation 7 amendedin Gazette16 Augustl9&5 p. 2918.]

Designsafety factors

7A. With respectto everyswimmingpool-

a clearly visible markings shall be provided at regular intervals around the pool
indicating thedepth at the particular point;

b the pool area shall be totally enclosed to a standard at least equal to that
prescribedundertheLocal GovernmentAct 1960 in the Uniform Private Swim
ming Pool By-laws;

c of lessthan 12.5 metresin length constructedin or after 1988, the floor of the
pool shall havean evengradientso that thereis no suddenincreasein depth;
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d of 12.5 metresor morein lengthconstructedin or after 1988, the floor of the pool
shall not havea greaterslopethan 1:15 wherethewaterdepthis lessthan 1.75
metres;

e wherea diving board is provided, the depth of waterand clearancefrom the
boardshall comply with thediagramin Table 2; and

f constructedin or after 1988, the concourseshall have a flat, non-slip surface
gradedto drainawayfrom thepool.

[Regulation 7A: Regulations 7A and 7B repealed and regulation 7A substituted in
Gazette31 December1987p. 4571.]

[7B. Regulation7B repealedin Gazette31 December1987 p. 4571.]

Equipment for swimming pools

8. Every swimming pool shall be providedwith equipmentfor ensuringsterilization
and continuous circulation and filtration of the water as approved by the Executive
Director, Public Health.

[Regulation8 substitutedin Gazette16 August1985p. 2919.]

Filtration system

9. 1 The filtration system of a swimming pool shall be designedand operatedin
such mannerthat thewater in theswimming pool is completelychangedonce in every
periodof 8 hoursor in such lesserperiod as the ExecutiveDirector, Public Healthmay
specify.

2 Any waterinlet in a swimming pool shall be distant not more than 13 metresfrom
thenearestoutlet in thatpool.

3 Thewatertreatmentsystemshall be so designedthat-

a all additionalwateris filteredbeforeenteringthepool; and

b wheremechanicallyinjected,thechlorine is introducedto thesystembeforethe
filter.

[Regulation 9 amendedin Gazettes11 January 1974p. 62; 29 June 1984 p. 1782; 16
Augustl9&5p. 2919.]

Maintenance of clarity of water

10. The clarity of water in a swimming pool shall be maintained so that, when a matt
black disc 150 millimetres in diameter is placed on the bottom of the swimming pool at
the deepestpoint, it is visible under water upon being viewed from the concourseat a
distance of 9 metres.

[Regulation 10 amendedin Gazette11 January1974p. 62.]

Chemical standards

11. At all timeswhen a swimmingpool is in usethewatershall contain-

a residual free chlorine in accordance with the scale set out in Table 3 and as
determinedwith a Lovibond or equivalentcomparatorusingD.P.D. tabletsor by
any method which has been approvedin writing by the Executive Director,
Public Healthfor useat that swimmingpool;
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b water of a pH of between7.0 and 7.8 when determinedwith a Lovibond or
equivalentcomparatorusingPhenolredas theindicator; and

c whereisocyanurateis used,not lessthan30 andnot more than 50 milligrams of
isocyanurateper litre as determinedby usingPalm C.N.A. reagentsor equivalent
in conjunction with a Lovibond or equivalent comparatoror by any method
whichhasbeenapprovedin writing by theExecutiveDirector, Public Healthfor
useat theswimmingpool.

[Regulation11 substitutedin Gazette16 August1985p. 2919.]

Watersamplesto be taken

12. 1 Samplesfor thedeterminationof residualfreechlorine andpH shall be taken
from theswimmingpool at leasttwice daily, from not lessthan2 samplingpoints situated
300 millimetres below thesurfaceandnextto theoutlets from thepool; andto maintain
comparativefiguresthesamesamplingpoints shall beusedeachday.

2 Samplesfor determinationof isocyanuratelevels, shall be takenat leastweekly.

3 The resultsof testsconductedundersubregulations1 or 2 shall be recordedand
producedfor examinationwhenrequiredby ahealthsurveyor.

[Regulations12 amendedin Gazettes11 January1974p. 62; 16 August1985p. 2919.]

Storageof chlorine gas

13. Wherechlorine gasis usedfor watertreatmentin respectof a swimming pool-

a all chlorine cylinderson thepremisesshall be housedin a separateroom isolated
from the restof thebuildings with entrancefrom theopen air; be securedin an
upright position unlessotherwiseapproved by the ExecutiveDirector, Public
Health; andbe so arrangedthat they can be usedwith a minimum amount of
handling;

b thestorageroomshallbe-

i well ventilated;

ii protectedfrom direct sunlight;

iii keptfreeof combustibleor inflammablematerials;

iv fitted with afloor at or abovegroundlevel; and

v keptlockedat all times when not in use;

c thestorageroom shall not be connectedto any ventilating or air conditioning
unit or be adjacentto anyfurnace,heatingelementor radiator;

d asprotectionfrom chlorine leakage-

i at leastoneselfcontainedbreathingapparatus,with aminimum duration
of 10 minutesprotectionagainstchlorine shall be kept in a readilyaccess
ible placeawayfrom, but nearto thearealikely to be contaminated;

ii all personnelshallbe trainedin theuseof suchapparatus;and

iii theapparatusshall be regularlytestedandmaintained.

[Regulation13 amendedin Gazettel6August1985p. 2919.]
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Exemptions

13A. 1 TheExecutiveDirector, Public Healthmayby instrumentin writing exempt
an occupierfrom complyingwith regulations11, 12 and 13 in respectof a swimming pool
wheretheExecutiveDirector, Public Health is satisfiedthe sourceof thewaterused in
theswimmingpooi is free from pollution.

2 Any exemptiongrantedunder this regulation may be so grantedsubject to such
conditions to ensurethe cleanlinessof the swimming pool as the Executive Director,
Public Healthspecifiestherein, including a condition requiringthewaterin the pool to be
changedat suchintervalsas theExecutiveDirector,Public Healthdirects.

3 An exemptiongrantedunderthis regulation may be revokedat any time by the
ExecutiveDirector,Public Health.

[Regulation 13A insertedin Gazette28 November1968p. 3456; amendedin Gazette29
June1984p. 1782.]

Methodsfor dealingwith
accidentsor apparentdrowning

14. 1 Everyswimming pool shall havea separateroom or place-

a equippedfor dealingpromptly with accidentsandother emergenciesin which
thereis-

i a washhandbasinwith runningwater;

ii a first aid kit; and

iii astretcherand2 woollenblankets,

in suchconditionas to be readyat all times for immediateuse; and

b in which there is a notice, conspicuouslydisplayedsetting forth an approved
methodfor theresuscitationof an apparentlydrownedperson.

2 The occupiershall ensurethat apersonqualified in methodsof rescueandresusci
tation of apparentlydrownedpersonsis alwayspresenton thepremiseswhen the swim
ming pool is in use.

3 On or after 1 October1972, the qualificationsof the personwho is requiredby
subregulation2 to be presenton thepremiseswhen the swimming pool is in useshall
be-

a a valid andcurrent"SwimmingPool Manager’sCompetencyCertificate" issued
by theNationalSafetyCouncilof WesternAustralia Incorporated;or

b i "The St. John’sAmbulanceFirst Aid Certificate"or equivalent;

ii thebronzemedallion of theRoyal Life-SavingSociety or equivalent;and

iii evidenceof knowledgein operatingpool equipmentto thesatisfactionof the
ExecutiveDirector, Public Health.

4 The ExecutiveDirector, Public Health may by instrument in writing exempt an
occupierfrom complying with subregulation2 in respectof a swimming pool if the
ExecutiveDirector,Public Healthis satisfied-

a thatbecauseof the sizeor locationof thepool, or thenumberof personsentitled
or likely to use the pool, it would be unreasonableto require the occupierto
ensurethatapersonwho hasthequalificationsreferredto in subregulation3 is
presentwheneverthe pool is in use;or

b that in view of theclassor classesof personsentitledor likely to use thepool, or
of the safetymeasuresenforcedandsupervisionprovidedat the pool, it is not
necessaryto require that a personwho has those qualifications be present
wheneverthepool is in use.
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5 Whenan exemptionis grantedtheoccupiershall ensurethat at all times whenthe
pool is in usethereshall be apersonon thepremiseswho is responsiblefor thesafety of
personsusing the pool and ensuringthat all other requirementsof the regulationsare
compliedwith.

6 An exemptiongrantedunder subregulation4 may be revokedat any time by the
ExecutiveDirector,Public Health.

[Regulation 14 amendedin Gazettes5 March 1971 p. 697; 12 July 1972 p. 2412; 29
June1984p. 1782; 16 August1985pp. 2919-20.]

Occupier to maintain fixtures in clean condition

15. The occupiershall at all times maintain the swimming pool andall fixtures and
fittings in a cleanandworkingcondition.

Entry of infected personsnot to be permitted

16. Theoccupiershall not permit anypersonwho is suffering from anyskin infection
or other communicablediseaseor who is in the opinion of the occupier in an unclean
condition to enteror usetheswimmingpool

Infected person not to enter or use a swimming pooi

17. A person,who is sufferingfrom any skin infection or other communicabledisease
or who is in an uncleancondition, shall not enteror use, or attempt to enteror use,any
swimmingpool.

Pollution of swimming pools

18. A personshall not foul or pollute,or depositanyrubbishor offensivematterin, or
upon, anyportion of a swimmingpool.

Animals to be kept away from swimming poois

19. A personshall not permit any dog or other animal belonging to suchpersonor
underhis control,to eitherremainin or upon thepremisesor to loiter abouttheprecincts
of a swimmingpool.

Disposal of wastewater

19A. The disposalof backwashandother poolwatershall be to thesatisfactionof the
local authority.

[Regulation 19A insertedin Gazette16 August1985p. 2920.]

Complianceby occupier

20. The occupiershall ensurethat regulations6, 72, 7A, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13 and141
arecompliedwith.

[Regulation 20substitutedin Gazette16 August1 985p. 2920.]

[Schedule. Schedulerepealedin Gazette16 August1985p. 2920.]
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Table 1 Reg.64

UNDERWATER ILLUMINATION REQUIRED FOR SWIMMING POOLS

Maximumdepthof water Depthbelowwaterlevel to Lampslumenspersquare
alongcentreline of pool to be centreof fitting metreof watersurface

includedin verticalbeam
angleof fitting

metres millimetres lm/m2
3.5 900 860
3.2 900 730
2.9 900 665
2.5 900 590
2.0 900 515

[Table 1 substitutedin Gazette16 August1985p. 2920.]

Table2
WATER DEPTHAND CLEARANCES FOR DIVING BOARD

Reg.7Ae

A. 1 metre 3 metres
8.7.5 9.0
c. 2.5 3.5
D. 1.5 1.S
E. 2.0 2.3
F. 4.6 4.6
G. 3.0 3.5
H. 5.3 6.2
1. 2.2 2.7
J.4.0 4.0
K. 0.5 0.5

[Table 2 substitutedin Gazette16 August1985pp. 2920-21.]
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Table 3
Reg. 11a

4035

[Table 3 addedin Gazette16 August1985p. 2921.]

NOTES

1. This reprint is a compilation as at 14 September1988 of theHealthAct Swimming
Pools Regulations1964 andincludesall amendmentseffectedby the other Regulations
referredto in the following Table.
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Miscellaneous

pH of Water

Minimum ResidualFreeChlorine

Pools Without Pools With
Isocyanurate Isocyanurate

maximum-SO
mg/L

From 7.0 to 7.3 1 milligram per litre 2 milligrams per
litre

From 7.4 to 7.6 1 milligram per litre 2.5 milligrams per
litre

From 7.7 to 7.8 1.5 milligrams per litre 2.5 milligrams per
litre
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