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PETROLEUM ACT 1967
INVITATION FOR APPLICATIONS FOR THE GRANT OF EXPLORATION PERMITS AND

DRILLING RESERVATIONS UNDER SECTION 30 1 AND 43A OF THE ACT
Applications are invited for the grant of exploration permits and drilling reservationswithin Western
Australia’s sedimentarybasins and will be receivedup until 4.00 pm on 27 September1991.
Any areasnottakenup from this invitation will beregazettedin earlyOctoberwith a lateDecember
closingdate.
Eachapplicaiion for an exploration permit shouldcomprise a singleareaof contiguousblocks of
the applicant’schoice. While the Act allows that a maximumof 200 blocks may be applied for in
a single application,only applicationsthat proposework programmesrelative to the whole of the
area appliedfor, shall be considered.
Each application for a drilling reservationshall comprise a block or a contiguousgroup of blocks
containingpotential sites of petroleumdeposits.A drilling reservationcarriesa minimum commitment
to drill a well on eachpotential site of a petroleumdepositwithin 12 monthsof being granted.
Not included in this invitation are blocks which, at the time of this notice being published:

- are the subject of explorationpermits,productionlicences or applicationstherefor;
- are currently advertisedwithin Area L91-3;
- are capableof being the subjectof an invitation underSection 33 of the Act surrendered

etc licence andlocation blocks; or
- cover offshore islands.

Applications for exploration permits are to be made in accordancewith Section 31 of the Act,
submittedin duplicateand be accompaniedby-

a Details of-
i the blocks comprising the applicationby referenceto the numbersof the blocks as

shown on the Department’s1:1 000 000 seriesmap sheetsand by a plan delineating
those blocks;

ii the applicant’sassessmentof the petroleumpotential of the area, includinga geological
and geophysicalreview and technical assessmentof the area, and the concepts
underlying the proposedexplorationprogramme;

iii the minimum work programmeproposedfor each of the five years, speciiing the
numberof wells to be drilled, the line kilometresof seismic surveyto be carried out
and the estimatedexpenditure;

iv wells referredto in the work programmeshould not include developmentwells the
AAPG well classificationschemewill be the basis of identification.

b Particularsof-
i the technicalqualifications of the applicant andof its employees;
ii the technicaladvice available to the applicant;
iii the financial resourcesavailableto the applicant, includingevidenceof the applicant’s

ability to fund the work programmeproposed,and a copy of the latestannualreport
for each applicantcompany;

iv where relevant, the viability of the consortium lodging the application, including
evidence that a satisfactory settlementhas been, or can be, reachedon a Joint
OperatingAgreementa copy of a Headsof Agreementdealingwill generallysuffice;

v the percentageparticipatinginterestof eachparty to the application;and
vi a single addressfor service of notices in respectof the application.

c A fee of $3 000, madepayableto the Departmentof Mines throughan Australianbankor
by bank chequeapplication fees are not refundable.

d suchother information as the applicantwishes to be taken into accountin consideration
of the application.
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Considerationof anapplication for a permit shall take into account theadequacyof thework programme
for the first two years of the permit term and the applicantstechnical and financial ability to undertake
the work. Theprior purchaseof any speculativeor contractorseismicdatasuchas WesternGeophysical’s
onshoreSouthernCarnarvonBasin SpeculativeSeismicSurvey relevant to the areaapplied for will be
taken into favourable accountwhen consideringthe adequacyof the work programme.
The successfulapplicantwill be required to fulfill the minimum commitmentfor each of thoseyears
without variation. This is known as the firm commitmentphase,however,the balanceof the programme
canbe re-negotiatedbasedon or taking into considerationthe results of prior exploration.
Applications for drilling reservationsare to be madein accordancewith Section 43B of the Act and
shall be submittedin duplicateand be accompaniedby-

a Detailsof-

i the blocks comprisingthe applicationby referenceto the numbersof the blocks as
shown on the Department’s1:1 000 000 seriesmap sheetsandby a plan delineating
the blocks;

ii the applicantsproposalfor the drilling of a well or wells andotherwork in respectof
the blocks in the application;

iii a statementas to size andconfiguration of the potential petroleumdepositsand a
geologicalprognosisof the wells;

iv a statementas to an approximatetime for the completion of the wells.
b Particularsof-

i the technical qualificationsof the applicant and of its employees;

ii the technicaladvice available to the applicant;

iii the financial resourcesavailableto the applicant,including evidenceof the applicant’s
ability to fund the work programmeproposed,anda copy of the latestannualreport
for eachapplicantcompany;

iv where relevant, the viability of the consortium lodging the application, including
evidence that a satisfactory settlement has been, or can be, reachedon a Joint
OperatingAgreementa copy of a Headsof Agreementdealing will generallysuffice;

v the percentageparticipating interestof eachparty to the application;and

vi a single addressfor serviceof notices in respectof the application.

c A fee of $3 000, madepayable to the Departmentof Mines through an Australianbankor
by bank chequeapplication fees are not refundable.

d such other information as the applicantwishes to be taken into account in consideration
of the application.

Considerationof an applicationshall takeinto accountthe adequacyof the applicant’sassessment
of the potentialpetroleumdeposit,thewell prognosisand its ability both technicallyand financially
to undertakethe work.
In situationswhere a drilling reservationapplicationmay be within an areaalso the subjectof an
explorationpermit application the award will be on the basis of which applicationoffers the most
definitive assessmentof a petroleumresource.Should sucha decisionresultin a drilling reservation
being awarded,the balanceof the area the blocks not the subjectof the drilling reservationmay
be offered to the applicantfor the explorationpermit.
Whenselectingan areaof interestin preparationfor an application,considerationshouldbe given
to the likelihood of other land useswithin thatarea,particularly land thesubjectof naturereserves
or otherareasof conservationvalue.While theoccurrenceof suchland doesnot necessarilypreclude
the grant of a title or petroleumoperationsbeing conducted,environmentalassessmentwill be
necessary.
Applications made on the approvedform are to be addressedto-

The Director
Petroleum Division
Departmentof Mines
Mineral House, 100 Plain Street
East PerthW.A. 6004
Thi: 09 222 3165
Fax: 09 222 3515

Enquiriesconcerningthe availability of the relevantbasicexplorationdatashould be addressedas
follows-

a For microfilm datainformation to-
The Librarian
Geological Survey Division
Departmentof Mines
Mineral House, 100 Plain Street
East PerthW.A. 6004
Thl: 09 222 3165
Fax: 09 222 3633
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b For full scaledatato-

i Petroleum InformationEnergy Services
180 Stirling Highway
ClaremontW.A. 6010
ThI: 09 389 8499
Fax: 09 389 8243

ii AdvancedReprographicServices
1321 Hay Street
WEST PERTH W.A. 6005
Thl: 09 322 2933
Fax: 09 481 5911

c For speculativeseismic data-

WesternGeophysicalCo
447 Belmont Ave
KewdaleW.A. 6105
Thl: 09 353 1999
Fax: 09 353 3963
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