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[bookmark: BillCited][bookmark: _GoBack]An Act to provide for recognition of Australian and overseas universities, authorisation of other higher education institutions and accreditation of higher education courses, and for related purposes.
[bookmark: _Toc90433108][bookmark: _Toc90433583][bookmark: _Toc90436946][bookmark: _Toc248029580]Part 1 — Preliminary
[bookmark: _Toc471793481][bookmark: _Toc512746194][bookmark: _Toc515958175][bookmark: _Toc89514107][bookmark: _Toc248029581][bookmark: _Toc90436947]1.	Short title
		This Act may be cited as the Higher Education Act 2004.
[bookmark: Start_Cursor][bookmark: _Toc471793482][bookmark: _Toc512746195][bookmark: _Toc515958176][bookmark: _Toc89514108][bookmark: _Toc248029582][bookmark: _Toc90436948]2.	Commencement
		This Act comes into operation on the day on which it receives the Royal Assent.
[bookmark: _Toc8807700][bookmark: _Toc89514109][bookmark: _Toc248029583][bookmark: _Toc90436949]3.	Interpretation
		In this Act, unless the contrary intention appears — 
[bookmark: _Hlt26157589]	accredited, in relation to a course of study, means accredited for the purposes of this Act as provided by section 16;
	Australian university means an education institution that — 
	(a)	was originally established in Australia; and
	(b)	is established or recognised as a university by or under a written law of this State, the Commonwealth, another State, the Australian Capital Territory or the Northern Territory;
	authorised non‑university institution means a non‑university institution that is authorised under section 12 to provide a higher education course; 
	company has the same meaning as in the Corporations Act 2001 of the Commonwealth;
	course provider, in relation to a higher education course, means the education institution that provides, offers to provide or proposes to provide the course;
	education institution means a company or other body that provides, offers to provide or proposes to provide a course of study;
	education Minister means the Minister of State of the Commonwealth, for a State, the Australian Capital Territory or the Northern Territory who is principally responsible for the administration of the law relating to higher education in the respective jurisdiction;
	higher education advisory committee means a person or persons appointed under section 20;
	higher education award means — 
	(a)	a degree or higher degree;
	(b)	a diploma, advanced diploma, graduate diploma or certificate, if the course of study relating to it is classified as higher education in the course descriptions published by the Australian Qualifications Framework Advisory Board; or
	(c)	any other award, if the course of study relating to it is classified as higher education in the course descriptions published by the Australian Qualifications Framework Advisory Board;
	higher education course means a course of study that entitles a person who satisfies the course requirements to the conferral of a higher education award;
	National Protocols means the National Protocols for Higher Education Approval Processes approved by the Ministerial Council on Education, Employment, Training and Youth Affairs on 31 March 2000, as amended from time to time;
	ministerial accreditation, in relation to a higher education course, means accreditation under section 18;
	non‑university institution means an education institution that is not — 
	(a)	a recognised Australian university; or
	(b)	a recognised overseas university;
	overseas university means an education institution that — 
	(a)	was originally established in another country; and
	(b)	is established, recognised or accredited as a university by the appropriate authorities of that country;
	provider’s authorisation means authorisation given to a non‑university institution under section 14;
[bookmark: _Hlt32116167]	recognised Australian university has the meaning given in section 7;
[bookmark: _Hlt32116186]	recognised overseas university has the meaning given in section 8;
[bookmark: _Hlt32116201]	represent has the meaning given in section 5;
	section 10 determination, in relation to an education institution, means a determination under section 10 that the institution meets the criteria for recognition as a university.
[bookmark: _Toc8807702][bookmark: _Toc89514110][bookmark: _Toc248029584][bookmark: _Toc90436950]4.	Providing a course of study — interpretation
		For the purposes of this Act, a person provides a course of study if the institution or an agent of the institution enrols or offers to enrol students to undertake the course, whether the course is provided face‑to‑face or at a distance by post, fax, email or any other means.
[bookmark: _Hlt32116219][bookmark: _Toc8807701][bookmark: _Toc89514111][bookmark: _Toc248029585][bookmark: _Toc90436951]5.	Making representations — interpretation
		For the purposes of this Act, a person represents that a state of affairs exists if the person does or says anything, or allows anything to be done or said, by which it is represented, or by which a belief may be induced, that the state of affairs exists.
[bookmark: _Toc90433114][bookmark: _Toc90433589][bookmark: _Toc90436952][bookmark: _Toc248029586]Part 2 — Establishing and maintaining standards for higher education
[bookmark: _Toc89514112][bookmark: _Toc248029587][bookmark: _Toc90436953]6.	Protection of titles and awards
	(1)	An education institution or an agent of an education institution must not, by use of the title “university” or in any other way, represent that the education institution is a university or part of a university unless it is — 
	(a)	a recognised Australian university; or
	(b)	a recognised overseas university.
	Penalty: $20 000.
	(2)	Subsection (1) does not apply to — 
	(a)	the organisation known as “U3A” (the “University of the Third Age”); or
	(b)	a prescribed person or organisation.
	(3)	A person must not confer or offer to confer or purport to confer a higher education award on anyone unless the person is — 
	(a)	a recognised Australian university;
	(b)	a recognised overseas university;
	(c)	an authorised non‑university institution; or
	(d)	an agent of an institution referred to in paragraph (a), (b) or (c).
	Penalty: $20 000.
	(4)	A person must not represent that a course of study leads to, or would entitle a person who satisfies the course requirements to, the conferral of a higher education award, unless — 
	(a)	the course provider is a recognised Australian university, a recognised overseas university or an authorised non‑university institution; and
	(b)	the course is accredited.
	Penalty: $20 000.
[bookmark: _Hlt32116170][bookmark: _Toc89514113][bookmark: _Toc248029588][bookmark: _Toc90436954]7.	Recognised Australian universities
		An education institution is a recognised Australian university for the purposes of this Act if the institution is an Australian university or part of an Australian university.
[bookmark: _Hlt32116195][bookmark: _Toc89514114][bookmark: _Toc248029589][bookmark: _Toc90436955]8.	Recognised overseas universities
		An education institution is a recognised overseas university for the purposes of this Act if — 
	(a)	it is part of an overseas university; and
	(b)	a section 10 determination is in force in respect of the institution.
[bookmark: _Hlt32116930][bookmark: _Toc89514115][bookmark: _Toc248029590][bookmark: _Toc90436956]9.	Applications for section 10 determination
	(1)	An education institution may apply to the Minister for a section 10 determination.
	(2)	An application must — 
	(a)	be accompanied by the fee prescribed by, or calculated under, the regulations; and
	(b)	include the prescribed information.
[bookmark: _Hlt26250777][bookmark: _Toc8807706][bookmark: _Toc89514116][bookmark: _Toc248029591][bookmark: _Toc90436957]10.	Recognition of university standards
[bookmark: _Hlt26250854]	(1)	The Minister may determine that an education institution meets the criteria for recognition as a university if satisfied that — 
	(a)	the institution is or will be providing higher education courses across a range of fields at a standard that is at least equal or equivalent to the Australian standards appropriate to the courses;
	(b)	the institution demonstrates teaching and learning in those fields that engage with knowledge and inquiry at a level that is at least equal or equivalent to the levels of teaching, learning and research carried on at recognised Australian universities;
	(c)	the institution fosters a culture of sustained scholarship and the extension of knowledge through research and original creative endeavour in those fields that is comparable to the culture of scholarship, research and creative endeavour in those fields in recognised Australian universities;
	(d)	the institution and its teachers, researchers, course designers and assessors are committed to free inquiry and the systematic advancement of knowledge in those fields;
	(e)	the institution’s governance, procedural rules, organisation, admission policies, financial arrangements and quality assurance processes promote the establishment and maintenance of the values and goals referred to in paragraphs (a), (b), (c) and (d); 
	(f)	the institution has sufficient financial and other resources to enable the institution to deliver its courses and research programmes in the future;
	(g)	the institution meets any other criteria set out in the National Protocols in relation to the standards and qualities required of a university; and
	(h)	the institution satisfies any other prescribed criteria.
	(2)	Before making a determination, the Minister must have regard to the report of the higher education advisory committee appointed to consider the matter.
	(3)	When making a determination, the Minister may also have regard to any or all of the following — 
	(a)	any national policies and agreements about the governance and other characteristics of Australian universities made by the Minister with other education Ministers;
	(b)	in the case of an overseas university — the national and international standing and reputation of the university;
	(c)	any other relevant information.
[bookmark: _Hlt26250901]	(4)	Even if an education institution that is part of, or is affiliated with, an overseas university does not offer higher education courses across a wide range of fields, the Minister may make a determination in respect of the institution if satisfied that — 
	(a)	the overseas university meets the criteria set out in subsection (1); and
	(b)	the institution meets the criteria in relation to the higher education courses it provides or proposes to provide in Western Australia.
	(5)	If the Minister makes a determination, the Minister must arrange for a copy of the determination to be laid before each House of the Parliament.
[bookmark: _Toc89514117][bookmark: _Toc248029592][bookmark: _Toc90436958]11.	Suspension or revocation of section 10 determination
	(1)	The Minister may suspend or revoke a section 10 determination if no longer satisfied of the matters referred to in section 10(1) or (4).
	(2)	Before suspending or revoking a determination, the Minister must — 
	(a)	give the education institution an opportunity to make representations on the matter;
	(b)	consider any representations made; and
	(c)	have regard to the interests of students enrolled in higher education courses at the institution.
	(3)	A suspension or revocation under subsection (1) is to be given to the education institution in writing signed by the Minister and is to state the grounds relied on in making the decision.
[bookmark: _Toc89514118][bookmark: _Toc248029593][bookmark: _Toc90436959]12.	Authorised non‑university institutions
		A non‑university institution is authorised to provide a higher education course if — 
	(a)	a provider’s authorisation is in force for the institution; and
	(b)	ministerial accreditation is in force for the course.
[bookmark: _Hlt32116934][bookmark: _Toc89514119][bookmark: _Toc248029594][bookmark: _Toc90436960]13.	Applications for provider’s authorisations
	(1)	A non‑university institution may apply to the Minister for a provider’s authorisation.
	(2)	An application must — 
	(a)	be accompanied by the fee prescribed by, or calculated under, the regulations; and
	(b)	include the prescribed information.
[bookmark: _Hlt32116160][bookmark: _Toc89514120][bookmark: _Toc248029595][bookmark: _Toc90436961]14.	Authorisation of non‑university institutions
[bookmark: _Hlt26250934]	(1)	The Minister may authorise a non‑university institution to provide a higher education course if satisfied that — 
	(a)	the governance, financial resources, facilities, staffing and student services of the institution are or will be appropriate to the provision of the course; and
	(b)	the institution otherwise meets the criteria set out in the National Protocols in relation to non‑university institutions.
	(2)	When deciding whether to give a provider’s authorisation, the Minister must have regard to the report of the higher education advisory committee appointed to consider the matter.
	(3)	When deciding whether to give a provider’s authorisation, the Minister may also have regard to the following — 
	(a)	the governance, financial resources, facilities, staffing and student services of comparable institutions;
	(b)	any other relevant information.
	(4)	The Minister may give a provider’s authorisation subject to any conditions relevant to ensuring that the non‑university institution meets or continues to meet the criteria referred to in subsection (1).
[bookmark: _Toc89514121][bookmark: _Toc248029596][bookmark: _Toc90436962]15.	Suspension or revocation of provider’s authorisation
	(1)	The Minister may suspend or revoke a provider’s authorisation if no longer satisfied that the non‑university institution is qualified to provide a higher education course.
	(2)	Before suspending or revoking a provider’s authorisation, the Minister must — 
	(a)	give the non‑university institution an opportunity to make representations on the matter;
	(b)	consider any representations made; and
	(c)	have regard to the interests of students enrolled in the courses provided by the institution.
	(3)	A suspension or revocation under subsection (1) is to be given to the non-university institution in writing signed by the Minister and is to state the grounds relied on in making the decision.
[bookmark: _Hlt26157598][bookmark: _Toc89514122][bookmark: _Toc248029597][bookmark: _Toc90436963]16.	Accredited higher education courses 
	(1)	A higher education course provided by a recognised Australian university is accredited for the purposes of this Act.
	(2)	A higher education course provided by a recognised overseas university or a non‑university institution is accredited for the purposes of this Act if ministerial accreditation is in force for the course.
[bookmark: _Hlt32116938][bookmark: _Toc89514123][bookmark: _Toc248029598][bookmark: _Toc90436964]17.	Applications for ministerial accreditation 
	(1)	A course provider may apply to the Minister for accreditation of a higher education course.
	(2)	An application must — 
	(a)	be accompanied by the fee prescribed by, or calculated under, the regulations; and
	(b)	include the prescribed information.
[bookmark: _Hlt32116153][bookmark: _Toc89514124][bookmark: _Toc248029599][bookmark: _Toc90436965]18.	Ministerial accreditations
[bookmark: _Hlt26251052]	(1)	The Minister may accredit a higher education course leading to a particular higher education award if satisfied that — 
	(a)	the standard of the course and the way in which it is being or will be provided are appropriate to the award; and
	(b)	the course meets any other applicable criteria set out in the National Protocols in relation to the standards to be met by courses leading to an award of that kind.
	(2)	When deciding whether to accredit a higher education course, the Minister must have regard to the report of the higher education advisory committee appointed to consider the matter.
	(3)	When deciding whether to accredit a higher education course, the Minister may also have regard to the following — 
	(a)	the standard and provision of comparable courses provided by recognised Australian universities or recognised overseas universities;
	(b)	any other relevant information.
	(4)	Ministerial accreditation of a higher education course is subject to the condition that the course provider gives to the Minister as much access to the course provider’s premises, and as much information, as the Minister from time to time requires for any or all of the following purposes — 
	(a)	to determine whether any conditions to which the accreditation is subject under subsection (7) are being complied with;
	(b)	to determine whether the provision and standard of the course meet or continue to meet the criteria referred to in subsection (1); or
	(c)	to carry out a review under section 22(c) of the provision and standard of the course.
	(5)	A right of access under subsection (4) may be exercised —
	(a)	without notice during ordinary and actual business hours on any day; or
	(b)	after giving written notice of not less than 24 hours if access is to occur at any other time.
	(6)	A requirement under subsection (4) —
	(a)	is to be in writing identifying the form and content of the information or described by reference to a class or type of information that corresponds to that in the requirement; and
	(b)	is to state the purpose of the requirement and require the information to an extent that is proportionate in scope and content to that purpose.
[bookmark: _Hlt26250969][bookmark: _Hlt26251050]	(7)	The Minister may make the accreditation of a higher education course subject to any conditions relevant to ensuring that the course meets or continues to meet the criteria referred to in subsection (1).
[bookmark: _Toc89514125][bookmark: _Toc248029600][bookmark: _Toc90436966]19.	Duration of accreditation
	(1)	A ministerial accreditation of a higher education course continues in force for 5 years from the day on which the course is registered under section 23(3), unless the accreditation is revoked before then.
	(2)	The Minister may suspend or revoke the ministerial accreditation of a higher education course if — 
	(a)	the course provider does not comply with a condition of the accreditation imposed under section 18(4) or (7); or
	(b)	the Minister is no longer satisfied of the matters referred to in section 18(1) in relation to the course.
	(3)	Before suspending or revoking the ministerial accreditation, the Minister must — 
	(a)	give the course provider an opportunity to make representations on the matter;
	(b)	consider any representations made;
	(c)	have regard to the interests of students enrolled in the course.
	(4)	A suspension or revocation under subsection (2) is to be given to the course provider in writing signed by the Minister and is to state the grounds relied on in making the decision.
[bookmark: _Toc8807717][bookmark: _Toc89514126][bookmark: _Toc248029601][bookmark: _Toc90436967]20.	Higher education advisory committees
[bookmark: _Hlt32116928][bookmark: _Hlt32116936]	(1)	The Minister must appoint a person or persons who is or are suitably qualified and experienced to constitute a higher education advisory committee to consider and report to the Minister on an application made under section 9, 13 or 17.
	(2)	The Minister may — 
	(a)	appoint a person or persons who is or are suitably qualified and experienced to constitute a higher education advisory committee to consider and report to the Minister on any other matter related to the Minister’s functions under this Act; and 
	(b)	have regard to the committee’s report on the matter when making a decision or carrying out any other function in relation to the matter.
	(3)	A higher education advisory committee may be appointed ad hoc or as a standing committee.
[bookmark: _Toc89514127][bookmark: _Toc248029602][bookmark: _Toc90436968]21.	Remuneration of advisory committee members
	(1)	The remuneration and allowances of a person appointed to a higher education advisory committee are to be determined by the Minister.
	(2)	Subsection (1) has effect subject to the Salaries and Allowances Act 1975 if that Act applies to the person.
	(3)	A determination is only to be made after having regard to the recommendation of the Minister for Public Sector Management.
[bookmark: _Hlt32116420][bookmark: _Toc89514128][bookmark: _Toc248029603][bookmark: _Toc90436969]22.	Review of operations
		The Minister may at any time review — 
	(a)	the operation of a recognised overseas university;
	(b)	the operation of an authorised higher education provider; or
[bookmark: _Hlt26251026]	(c)	the provision and standard of an accredited course provided by a recognised overseas university or an authorised higher education provider.
[bookmark: _Toc90433132][bookmark: _Toc90433607][bookmark: _Toc90436970][bookmark: _Toc248029604]Part 3 — Other matters
[bookmark: _Toc89514129][bookmark: _Toc248029605][bookmark: _Toc90436971]23.	Register of Higher Education
	(1)	The Minister must ensure that a Register of Higher Education is established and maintained.
	(2)	The register may be kept electronically or by any other means.
[bookmark: _Hlt32116579]	(3)	If the Minister accredits a higher education course, the Minister must arrange for the course to be registered by entering in the register — 
	(a)	the name of the course;
	(b)	the name of the education institution that provides or proposes to provide the course; 
	(c)	the name of the higher education award to be conferred on successful completion of the course; and
	(d)	any other relevant particulars.
	(4)	The register must be made available for public inspection at reasonable times.
[bookmark: _Toc89514130][bookmark: _Toc248029606][bookmark: _Toc90436972]24.	Delegation by Minister
	(1)	The Minister may delegate to the chief executive officer any function of the Minister under another provision of this Act.
	(2)	A delegation must be in writing signed by the Minister.
	(3)	The chief executive officer, when carrying out a function that has been delegated under this section, is taken to do so in accordance with the terms of the delegation unless the contrary is shown.
	(4)	Nothing in this section limits the ability of the Minister to perform a function through an officer or agent. 
[bookmark: _Toc8807721][bookmark: _Toc89514131][bookmark: _Toc248029607][bookmark: _Toc90436973]25.	Act binds Crown
		This Act binds the Crown in right of Western Australia and, so far as the legislative power of the Parliament permits, the Crown in all its other capacities. 
[bookmark: _Toc89514132][bookmark: _Toc248029608][bookmark: _Toc90436974]26.	Disclosure of information
	(1)	A person who acquires any information about the affairs of another person as a result of carrying out a function under or for the purposes of this Act must not, directly or indirectly, make a record of, or divulge or communicate the information to a third person.
	(2)	However, subsection (1) does not prohibit recording, divulging or communicating information — 
	(a)	in the performance of a function under or in connection with this Act or the Consumer Affairs Act 1971;
	(b)	for the purposes of any proceedings under this Act or the Consumer Affairs Act 1971; or
	(c)	in the course of an exchange of information with a person or body performing a function under or in connection with a law of the Commonwealth or of another State or a Territory, being a law that is relevant to the administration of higher education courses in Australia.
	(3)	Nothing in this section affects the operation of the Parliamentary Privileges Act 1891.
[bookmark: _Hlt26251208][bookmark: _Toc8807727][bookmark: _Toc89514133][bookmark: _Toc248029609][bookmark: _Toc90436975]27.	Vicarious liability for corporations
	(1)	If a body corporate is convicted of an offence against this Act, each director and each other person concerned in the management of the body corporate is guilty of a like offence if the act that constituted the offence took place with his or her authority, permission or consent.
	(2)	If an agent or employee of an education institution is convicted of an offence against this Act, the institution is guilty of a like offence unless the institution proves that — 
	(a)	the offence was committed without its knowledge; and
	(b)	it exercised all due diligence to prevent the commission of the offence.
[bookmark: _Toc8807728][bookmark: _Toc89514134][bookmark: _Toc248029610][bookmark: _Toc90436976]28.	Consent to institution of proceedings for an offence
		Proceedings for an offence against this Act cannot be commenced without the approval of the Minister.
[bookmark: _Toc8807731][bookmark: _Toc89514135][bookmark: _Toc248029611][bookmark: _Toc90436977]29.	Recovery of fees
		A fee payable under this Act is recoverable by the Crown in a court of competent jurisdiction.
[bookmark: _Toc8807732][bookmark: _Toc89514136][bookmark: _Toc248029612][bookmark: _Toc90436978]30.	Regulations
[bookmark: _Hlt26251233]	(1)	The Governor may make regulations prescribing all matters that are required or permitted by this Act to be prescribed, or are necessary or convenient to be prescribed for giving effect to this Act.
	(2)	Without limiting subsection (1), the regulations may provide for any or all of the following matters — 
	(a)	the records to be kept by education institutions;
	(b)	information and returns to be provided by education institutions;
	(c)	controlling, regulating or prohibiting advertising by education institutions;
[bookmark: _Hlt26251260]	(d)	procedures relating to the suspension or revocation, or proposed suspension or revocation, of a section 10 determination, a provider’s authorisation or ministerial accreditation;
	(e)	the fees payable for services provided under this Act;
	(f)	the waiver, rebate or refund of fees payable under this Act;
	(g)	penalties not exceeding $5 000 for an offence against the regulations.
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[bookmark: _Toc90433616]

Compare 08 Dec 2004 [00-a0-05] / 03 Dec 2009 [00-b0-01]	page 1
	Extract from www.slp.wa.gov.au, see that website for further information

page 2	Compare 08 Dec 2004 [00-a0-05] / 03 Dec 2009 [00-b0-01]
	Extract from www.slp.wa.gov.au, see that website for further information

Compare 08 Dec 2004 [00-a0-05] / 03 Dec 2009 [00-b0-01]	page 3
	Extract from www.slp.wa.gov.au, see that website for further information
[bookmark: _Toc90436979][bookmark: _Toc248029613]Notes
1	This is a compilation of the Higher Education Act 2004.  The following table contains information about that Act 1a. 
[bookmark: _Toc512403484][bookmark: _Toc512403627][bookmark: _Toc36369351][bookmark: _Toc248029614][bookmark: _Toc90436980]Compilation table
	Short title
	Number and year
	Assent
	Commencement

	Higher Education Act 2004
	73 of 2004
	8 Dec 2004
	8 Dec 2004 (see s. 2)


[bookmark: _Toc244917203][bookmark: _Toc247690391]1a	On the date as at which this compilation was prepared, provisions referred to in the following table had not come into operation and were therefore not included in this compilation.  For the text of the provisions see the endnotes referred to in the table.
[bookmark: _Toc7405065][bookmark: _Toc248029615]Provisions that have not come into operation
	Short title
	Number and year
	Assent
	Commencement

	Higher Education Amendment Act 2009 s. 3‑44 2
	40 of 2009
	3 Dec 2009
	To be proclaimed (see s. 2(b))



2	On the date as at which this compilation was prepared, the Higher Education Amendment Act 2009 s. 3‑44 had not come into operation.  They read as follows:

3.	Act amended
		This Act amends the Higher Education Act 2004.
[bookmark: _Toc244917204][bookmark: _Toc247690392]4.	Section 3 amended
	(1)	In section 3 delete the definitions of:
higher education award
National Protocols
recognised Australian university
section 10 determination
	(2)	In section 3 insert in alphabetical order:

	Australian Qualifications Framework means the framework of educational qualification stated in the implementation handbook for that framework published by the Australian Qualifications Framework Advisory Board as in force from time to time;
	Australian university college means an education institution, or part of an education institution, that — 
	(a)	was originally established in Australia; and
	(b)	is established or recognised as a university college by or under a written law of this State, the Commonwealth, another State, the Australian Capital Territory or the Northern Territory;
	higher education award means a qualification referred to in the Australian Qualifications Framework as a qualification that is issued in the higher education sector;
	National Protocols means — 
	(a)	the National Protocols for Higher Education Approval Processes approved by the Ministerial Council on Education, Employment, Training and Youth Affairs on 31 March 2000, as amended from time to time; or
	(b)	if the regulations declare a document to be in substitution for that protocol — a reference to the substitute document, as amended from time to time;
	payment agreement means an agreement referred to in section 28;
	section 10 determination, in relation to an education institution, means a determination made under section 10;
	self‑accrediting authorisation means an authorisation granted for a non‑university institution under section 13B.

	(3)	In section 3 in the definition of Australian university delete “institution” and insert:

		institution, or part of an education institution,

	(4)	In section 3 in the definition of non‑university institution:
	(a)	in paragraph (a) delete “a recognised” and insert:

		an

	(b)	after paragraph (a) insert:

	(ba)	an Australian university college; or

	(5)	In section 3 in the definition of provider’s authorisation delete “authorisation given to” and insert:

		an authorisation granted for

[bookmark: _Toc244917205][bookmark: _Toc247690393]5.	Part 2 Division 1 heading inserted
		Before section 6 insert:

[bookmark: _Toc244416784][bookmark: _Toc244418492][bookmark: _Toc244573732][bookmark: _Toc244917206][bookmark: _Toc247690394]Division 1 — Protection of standards for higher education

[bookmark: _Toc244917207][bookmark: _Toc247690395]6.	Section 6 amended
	(1)	In section 6(1):
	(a)	in paragraph (a) delete “a recognised” and insert:

		an

	(b)	after “Penalty:” insert:

		a fine of

	(2)	In section 6(2):
	(a)	in paragraph (b) delete “organisation.” and insert:

		organisation; or

	(b)	after paragraph (b) insert:

	(c)	an Australian university college or an agent of such an institution that represents that the institution is a university college or part of a university college — 
	(i)	by use of a title that includes the words “university college”; or
	(ii)	in any other way.

	(3)	In section 6(3):
	(a)	in paragraph (a) delete “a recognised” and insert:

		an

	(b)	after paragraph (a) insert:

	(ba)	an Australian university college; or

	(c)	in paragraph (d) after “(a),” insert:

		(ba),

	(d)	after each of paragraphs (a) and (b) insert:

		or

	(e)	after “Penalty:” insert:

		a fine of

	(4)	Delete section 6(4) and insert:

	(4)	A person must not represent that a course of study leads to, will partially satisfy the requirements for, or would entitle a person who satisfies the course requirements to, the conferral of a higher education award, unless — 
	(a)	the course provider is — 
	(i)	an Australian university; or
	(ii)	an Australian university college; or
	(iii)	a recognised overseas university;
		or
	(b)	the course provider is an authorised non‑university institution and the course is accredited.
	Penalty: a fine of $20 000.

[bookmark: _Toc244917208][bookmark: _Toc247690396]7.	Sections 7A and 7B inserted
		After section 6 insert: 

[bookmark: _Toc244917209][bookmark: _Toc247690397]7A.	Representations about authorisation to accredit higher education courses
		An education institution or an agent of an education institution must not represent that the institution is authorised to accredit a higher education course unless a self‑accrediting authorisation is in force for the institution authorising it to accredit such a course.
	Penalty: a fine of $20 000.
[bookmark: _Toc244917210][bookmark: _Toc247690398]7B.	Representations about admissions into higher education courses
		A person must not represent that successful completion of a course of study would satisfy, or partially satisfy, the academic prerequisites for admission into a higher education course unless the higher education course provider has authorised that representation.
	Penalty: a fine of $20 000.

[bookmark: _Toc244917211][bookmark: _Toc247690399]8.	Part 2 Division 2 heading and Part 2 Division 2 Subdivision 1 heading inserted
		Before section 7 insert:

[bookmark: _Toc244416790][bookmark: _Toc244418498][bookmark: _Toc244573738][bookmark: _Toc244917212][bookmark: _Toc247690400]Division 2 — Universities

[bookmark: _Toc244416791][bookmark: _Toc244418499][bookmark: _Toc244573739][bookmark: _Toc244917213][bookmark: _Toc247690401]Subdivision 1 — Report about criteria for establishing Australian university
[bookmark: _Toc244917214][bookmark: _Toc247690402]9.	Section 7 replaced
		Delete section 7 and insert:

[bookmark: _Toc244917215][bookmark: _Toc247690403]7.	Report about criteria for establishing Australian university
	(1)	An education institution may request the Minister to appoint a higher education advisory committee to consider and report to the Minister on — 
	(a)	whether the committee considers that the institution meets the criteria set out in the National Protocols for establishing an Australian university; and
	(b)	any other matter relevant to a decision on whether the institution should be established as an Australian university.
	(2)	A request must — 
	(a)	be accompanied by a payment agreement; and
	(b)	include the prescribed information.
	(3)	The Minister may in writing, require the institution making the request to provide further information in relation to the request.
	(4)	The requirement is to specify a reasonable time within which the institution must comply with the requirement.
	(5)	The Minster may refuse to appoint a higher education advisory committee, or may discharge a committee that has been appointed, if the institution does not comply with a requirement under subsection (3) within the time specified in the requirement.
	(6)	The Minister must, as soon as practicable after receiving the report of a higher education advisory committee regarding an education institution, give a copy of the report to the institution.

[bookmark: _Toc244917216][bookmark: _Toc247690404]10.	Part 2 Division 2 Subdivision 2 heading inserted
		After section 7 insert:

[bookmark: _Toc244416795][bookmark: _Toc244418503][bookmark: _Toc244573743][bookmark: _Toc244917217][bookmark: _Toc247690405]Subdivision 2 — Recognition of overseas universities

[bookmark: _Toc244917218][bookmark: _Toc247690406]11.	Section 8 amended
		In section 8(a) after “is” insert:

		an overseas university or

[bookmark: _Toc244917219][bookmark: _Toc247690407]12.	Section 9 amended
	(1)	In section 9(1) after “institution” insert:

		that is an overseas university, or part of an overseas university,

	(2)	Delete section 9(2)(a) and insert:

	(a)	be accompanied by a payment agreement; and

	(3)	After section 9(2) insert:

	(3)	The Minister may in writing, require the applicant to provide further information in relation to the application.
	(4)	The requirement is to specify a reasonable time within which the applicant must comply with the requirement.
	(5)	The Minster may refuse the application if the applicant does not comply with a requirement under subsection (3) within the time specified in the requirement.

[bookmark: _Toc244917220][bookmark: _Toc247690408]13.	Section 10 replaced
		Delete section 10 and insert:

[bookmark: _Toc244917221][bookmark: _Toc247690409]10.	Recognition of overseas universities
	(1)	The Minister may determine that an education institution meets the criteria for recognition as an overseas university if satisfied that the institution meets the criteria set out in the National Protocols for overseas universities seeking to operate in Australia.
	(2)	Before making a determination, the Minister must have regard to the report of the higher education committee appointed to consider the matter.
	(3)	When making a determination, the Minister may also have regard to the following — 
	(a)	any national policies and agreements about the governance and other characteristics of overseas universities made by the Minister with other education Ministers;
	(b)	any other relevant information.
	(4)	The Minister may make a determination subject to any conditions relevant to — 
	(a)	ensuring that the education institution meets or continues to meet the criteria referred to in section 10(1); or
	(b)	protecting the interests of the students enrolled in the higher education courses provided by the institution.
	(5)	If the Minister makes a determination under this section, the Minister must arrange for a copy of the determination to be laid before each House of Parliament.

[bookmark: _Toc244917222][bookmark: _Toc247690410]14.	Section 11A inserted
		After section 10 insert:

[bookmark: _Toc244917223][bookmark: _Toc247690411]11A.	Further conditions on section 10 determination
	(1)	The Minister may, at any time after making a section 10 determination, make the determination subject to any conditions relevant to — 
	(a)	ensuring that the education institution meets or continues to meet the criteria referred to in section 10(1); or
	(b)	protecting the interests of the students enrolled in the higher education courses provided by the institution.
	(2)	Before making a section 10 determination subject to conditions under subsection (1), the Minister must — 
	(a)	give the institution an opportunity to make representations on the matter; and
	(b)	consider any representations made; and
	(c)	have regard to the interests of the students enrolled in the higher education courses provided by the institution.

[bookmark: _Toc244917224][bookmark: _Toc247690412]15.	Section 11 amended
	(1)	Delete section 11(1) and insert:

	(1)	The Minister may suspend or revoke a section 10 determination if — 
	(a)	the education institution does not comply with a condition to which the determination has been made subject under section 10(4) or 11A(1); or
	(b)	the Minister is no longer satisfied that the education institution meets the criteria referred to in section 10(1).

	(2)	In section 11(2)(c) delete “higher education courses at” and insert:

		the higher education courses provided by

	(3)	After section 11(3) insert:

	(4)	If the Minister revokes a section 10 determination, the Minister must arrange for a copy of the revocation to be laid before each House of Parliament.

[bookmark: _Toc244917225][bookmark: _Toc247690413]16.	Part 2 Division 3 heading and Part 2 Division 3 Subdivision 1 heading inserted
		After section 11 insert:

[bookmark: _Toc244416804][bookmark: _Toc244418512][bookmark: _Toc244573752][bookmark: _Toc244917226][bookmark: _Toc247690414]Division 3 — Non‑university institutions
[bookmark: _Toc244416805][bookmark: _Toc244418513][bookmark: _Toc244573753][bookmark: _Toc244917227][bookmark: _Toc247690415]Subdivision 1 — Authorised non‑university institutions

[bookmark: _Toc244917228][bookmark: _Toc247690416]17.	Section 12 replaced
		Delete section 12 and insert: 

[bookmark: _Toc244917229][bookmark: _Toc247690417]12.	Authorised non‑university institutions
		A non‑university institution is authorised to provide a higher education course — 
	(a)	if — 
	(i)	a self‑accrediting authorisation is in force for the institution; and
	(ii)	the course is accredited by the institution in accordance with that authorisation;
		or
	(b)	if — 
	(i)	a provider’s authorisation is in force for the institution; and
	(ii)	ministerial accreditation is in force for the course.

[bookmark: _Toc244917230][bookmark: _Toc247690418]18.	Part 2 Division 3 Subdivision 2 inserted
		After section 12 insert:
[bookmark: _Toc244416809][bookmark: _Toc244418517][bookmark: _Toc244573757][bookmark: _Toc244917231][bookmark: _Toc247690419]Subdivision 2 — Self‑accrediting authorisation of non‑university institutions
[bookmark: _Toc244917232][bookmark: _Toc247690420]13A.	Applications for grant of self‑accrediting authorisation
	(1)	A non‑university institution may apply to the Minister for the grant of a self‑accrediting authorisation.
	(2)	An application request must — 
	(a)	be accompanied by a payment agreement; and
	(b)	include the prescribed information.
	(3)	The Minister may in writing, require the applicant to provide further information in relation to the application.
	(4)	The requirement is to specify a reasonable time within which the applicant must comply with the requirement.
	(5)	The Minster may refuse the application if the applicant does not comply with a requirement under subsection (3) within the time specified in the requirement.
[bookmark: _Toc244917233][bookmark: _Toc247690421]13B.	Self‑accrediting authorisation of non‑university institutions
	(1)	The Minister may grant a self‑accrediting authorisation for a non‑university institution if satisfied that — 
	(a)	the governance, financial resources, facilities, staffing and student services of the institution are or will be appropriate to the provision of higher education courses; and
	(b)	the institution has structures and processes to set standards for higher education courses that are at least equal or equivalent to the Australian standards appropriate to courses of that type; and
	(c)	the institution meets any other criteria set out in the National Protocols in relation to the standards and qualities required for approval of an institution to self‑accredit its courses.
	(2)	When deciding whether to grant a self‑accrediting authorisation, the Minister must have regard to the report of the higher education advisory committee appointed to consider the matter.
	(3)	When deciding whether to grant a self‑accrediting authorisation, the Minister may also have regard to the following — 
	(a)	the governance, financial resources, facilities, staffing and student services of comparable institutions;
	(b)	any other relevant information.
	(4)	A self‑accrediting authorisation may authorise the institution to do one or more of the following — 
	(a)	accredit higher education courses leading to a higher education award within a field or a range of fields specified in the authorisation;
	(b)	accredit higher education courses leading to a higher education award of a type or types specified in the authorisation.
	(5)	The Minister may grant a self‑accrediting authorisation subject to any conditions relevant to — 
	(a)	ensuring that the non‑university institution meets or continues to meet the criteria referred to in section 13B(1); or
	(b)	protecting the interests of the students enrolled in the higher education courses provided by the institution.
[bookmark: _Toc244917234][bookmark: _Toc247690422]13C.	Further conditions on self‑accrediting authorisation
	(1)	The Minister may, at any time after a self‑accrediting authorisation has been granted, make the authorisation subject to any conditions relevant to — 
	(a)	ensuring that the non‑university institution meets or continues to meet the criteria referred to in section 13B(1); or
	(b)	protecting the interests of the students enrolled in the higher education courses provided by the institution.
	(2)	Before making a self‑accrediting authorisation subject to conditions under subsection (1), the Minister must — 
	(a)	give the non‑university institution an opportunity to make representations on the matter; and
	(b)	consider any representations made; and
	(c)	have regard to the interests of the students enrolled in the higher education courses provided by the institution.
[bookmark: _Toc244917235][bookmark: _Toc247690423]13D.	Suspension or revocation of self‑accrediting authorisation
	(1)	The Minister may suspend or revoke a self‑accrediting authorisation if — 
	(a)	the non‑university institution does not comply with a condition to which the authorisation has been made subject under section 13B(5) or 13C(1); or
	(b)	the Minister is no longer satisfied that the non‑university institution meets the criteria referred to in section 13B(1).
	(2)	The suspension or revocation of a self‑accrediting authorisation may be in respect of one or more of the higher education courses that the non‑university institution is authorised to accredit.
	(3)	Before suspending or revoking a self‑accrediting authorisation, the Minister must — 
	(a)	give the non‑university institution an opportunity to make representations on the matter; and
	(b)	consider any representations made; and
	(c)	have regard to the interests of the students enrolled in the higher education courses provided by the institution.
	(4)	A suspension or revocation under subsection (1) is to be given to the non‑university institution in writing signed by the Minister and is to — 
	(a)	state the grounds relied on in making the decision; and
	(b)	where relevant, specify the higher education courses to which it applies.
	(5)	A suspension or revocation has effect to the extent specified in the written notice.

[bookmark: _Toc244917236][bookmark: _Toc247690424]19.	Part 2 Division 3 Subdivision 3 heading inserted
		Before section 13 insert:

[bookmark: _Toc244416815][bookmark: _Toc244418523][bookmark: _Toc244573763][bookmark: _Toc244917237][bookmark: _Toc247690425]Subdivision 3 — Provider’s authorisation of non‑university institutions

[bookmark: _Toc244917238][bookmark: _Toc247690426]20.	Section 13 amended
	(1)	In section 13(1) after “for” insert:

		the grant or renewal of

	(2)	After section 13(2) insert:

	(3)	The Minister may in writing, require the applicant to provide further information in relation to the application.
	(4)	The requirement is to specify a reasonable time within which the applicant must comply with the requirement.
	(5)	The Minster may refuse the application if the applicant does not comply with a requirement under subsection (3) within the time specified in the requirement.

[bookmark: _Toc244917239][bookmark: _Toc247690427]21.	Section 14 amended
	(1)	In section 14(1):
	(a)	delete “authorise a non‑university institution to provide a higher education course” and insert:

		grant or renew a provider’s authorisation for a non‑university institution

	(b)	in paragraph (a) delete “the course; and” and insert:

		higher education courses; and

	(2)	In section 14(2) and (3) delete “give” and insert:

		grant or renew

	(3)	Delete section 14(4) and insert:

	(4)	The Minister may grant or renew a provider’s authorisation subject to any conditions relevant to — 
	(a)	ensuring that the non‑university institution meets or continues to meet the criteria referred to in section 14(1); or
	(b)	protecting the interests of the students enrolled in the higher education courses provided by the institution.

[bookmark: _Toc244917240][bookmark: _Toc247690428]22.	Sections 15A and 15B inserted
		After section 14 insert:

[bookmark: _Toc244917241][bookmark: _Toc247690429]15A.	Duration of provider’s authorisation
	(1)	Unless otherwise provided under this Act, a provider’s authorisation continues in force — 
	(a)	for 5 years from the day on which the authorisation is granted; or
	(b)	if an earlier day is specified in the authorisation, until that day.
	(2)	The Minister may extend a provider’s authorisation, in writing given to the non‑university institution, for a period of up to 6 months after the day on which it would otherwise have ceased to be in force if — 
	(a)	an application for the renewal of the authorisation was made — 
	(i)	6 months or more before that day; or
	(ii)	less than 6 months before that day, if that day is less than 6 months after the commencement of the Higher Education Amendment Act 2009 section 22;
		and
	(b)	the Minister has not made a final decision on that application before that day.
[bookmark: _Toc244917242][bookmark: _Toc247690430]15B.	Further conditions on provider’s authorisation
	(1)	The Minister may, at any time after a provider’s authorisation has been granted, make the authorisation subject to any conditions relevant to — 
	(a)	ensuring that the non‑university institution meets or continues to meet the criteria referred to in section 14(1); or
	(b)	protecting the interests of the students enrolled in the higher education courses provided by the institution.
	(2)	Before making a provider’s authorisation subject to conditions under subsection (1), the Minister must — 
	(a)	give the non‑university institution an opportunity to make representations on the matter; and
	(b)	consider any representations made; and
	(c)	have regard to the interests of the students enrolled in the higher education courses provided by the institution.

[bookmark: _Toc244917243][bookmark: _Toc247690431]23.	Section 15 amended
	(1)	Delete section 15(1) and insert:

	(1)	The Minister may suspend or revoke a provider’s authorisation if — 
	(a)	the non‑university institution does not comply with a condition to which the authorisation has been made subject under section 14(4) or 15B(1); or
	(b)	the Minister is no longer satisfied that the non‑university institution meets the criteria referred to in section 14(1).

	(2)	In section 15(2)(c) before “courses” insert:

		higher education

[bookmark: _Toc244917244][bookmark: _Toc247690432]24.	Part 2 Division 3 Subdivision 4 heading inserted
		Before section 16 insert:

[bookmark: _Toc244416823][bookmark: _Toc244418531][bookmark: _Toc244573771][bookmark: _Toc244917245][bookmark: _Toc247690433]Subdivision 4 — Accredited higher education courses

[bookmark: _Toc244917246][bookmark: _Toc247690434]25.	Section 16 replaced
		Delete section 16 and insert:

[bookmark: _Toc244917247][bookmark: _Toc247690435]16.	Accredited higher education courses
		A higher education course provided by a non‑university institution is accredited for the purposes of this Act if — 
	(a)	a self‑accrediting authorisation is in force for the institution and the course is accredited by the institution in accordance with that authorisation; or
	(b)	ministerial accreditation is in force for the course; or
	(c)	the course is accredited by or under a written law of the Commonwealth, another State, the Australian Capital Territory or the Northern Territory.

[bookmark: _Toc244917248][bookmark: _Toc247690436]26.	Part 2 Division 3 Subdivision 5 heading inserted
		After section 16 insert:

[bookmark: _Toc244416827][bookmark: _Toc244418535][bookmark: _Toc244573775][bookmark: _Toc244917249][bookmark: _Toc247690437]Subdivision 5 — Ministerial accreditation of higher education courses

[bookmark: _Toc244917250][bookmark: _Toc247690438]27.	Section 17A inserted
		Before section 17 insert:

[bookmark: _Toc244917251][bookmark: _Toc247690439]17A.	Application of this Subdivision
		This Subdivision applies to a course provider that is a non‑university institution.

[bookmark: _Toc244917252][bookmark: _Toc247690440]28.	Section 17 amended
	(1)	In section 17(1) after “accreditation” insert:

		or renewal of accreditation

	(2)	After section 17(2) insert:

	(3)	The Minister may in writing, require the applicant to provide further information in relation to the application.
	(4)	The requirement is to specify a reasonable time within which the applicant must comply with the requirement.
	(5)	The Minster may refuse the application if the applicant does not comply with a requirement under subsection (3) within the time specified in the requirement.

[bookmark: _Toc244917253][bookmark: _Toc247690441]29.	Section 18 amended
	(1)	In section 18(1) and (2) delete “accredit” and insert:

		accredit, or renew the accreditation of,

	(2)	In section 18(3):
	(a)	delete “accredit” and insert:

		accredit, or renew the accreditation of,

	(b)	in paragraph (a) delete “recognised” (first occurrence).
	(3)	Delete section 18(4), (5) and (6).
	(4)	Delete section 18(7) and insert:

	(7)	The Minister may make the accreditation of a higher education course subject to any conditions relevant to — 
	(a)	ensuring the course meets or continues to meet the criteria referred to in section 18(1); or
	(b)	protecting the interests of the students enrolled in the course.

[bookmark: _Toc244917254][bookmark: _Toc247690442]30.	Sections 19A and 19B inserted
		After section 18 insert: 

[bookmark: _Toc244917255][bookmark: _Toc247690443]19A.	Duration of accreditation
	(1)	Unless otherwise provided under this Act, ministerial accreditation of a higher education course continues in force until — 
	(a)	the day that is 5 years after the day on which the course is registered under section 23(3); or
	(b)	if an earlier day is specified in the accreditation, that day.
	(2)	The Minister may extend accreditation of a higher education course, in writing given to the course provider, for a period of up to 6 months after the day on which it would otherwise have ceased to be in force if — 
	(a)	an application for the renewal of the accreditation was made — 
	(i)	6 months or more before that day; or
	(ii)	less than 6 months before that day, if that day is less than 6 months after the commencement of the Higher Education Amendment Act 2009 section 30;
		and
	(b)	the Minister has not made a final decision on that application before that day.
[bookmark: _Toc244917256][bookmark: _Toc247690444]19B.	Further conditions on accreditation
	(1)	The Minister may, at any time after accrediting a higher education course, make the accreditation subject to any conditions relevant to — 
	(a)	ensuring the course meets or continues to meet the criteria referred to in section 18(1); or
	(b)	protecting the interests of the students enrolled in the course.
	(2)	Before making accreditation of a higher education course subject to conditions under subsection (1), the Minister must — 
	(a)	give the course provider an opportunity to make representations on the matter; and
	(b)	consider any representations made; and
	(c)	have regard to the interests of the students enrolled in the course.

[bookmark: _Toc244917257][bookmark: _Toc247690445]31.	Section 19 amended
	(1)	Delete section 19(1).
	(2)	Delete section 19(2) and insert:

	(2)	The Minister may suspend or revoke the accreditation of a higher education course if — 
	(a)	the course provider does not comply with a condition to which the accreditation is subject under section 18(7) or 19B(1); or
	(b)	the Minister is no longer satisfied that the course meets the criteria referred to in section 18(1).

	(3)	In section 19(3) delete “the ministerial accreditation,” and insert: 

		accreditation of a higher education course,

	Note:	The heading to amended section 19 is to read:
		Suspension or revocation of ministerial accreditation
[bookmark: _Toc244917258][bookmark: _Toc247690446]32.	Part 2 Division 4 heading inserted
		After section 19 insert:

[bookmark: _Toc244416837][bookmark: _Toc244418545][bookmark: _Toc244573785][bookmark: _Toc244917259][bookmark: _Toc247690447]Division 4 — Higher education advisory committees

[bookmark: _Toc244917260][bookmark: _Toc247690448]33.	Section 20 amended
	(1)	Delete section 20(1) and insert:

	(1)	The Minister must appoint a person who is or persons who are suitably qualified and experienced to constitute a higher education advisory committee to consider and report to the Minister — 
	(a)	on the receipt of a request made under section 7(1);
	(b)	on an application made under section 9, 13A, 13 or 17.

	(2)	After section 20(1) insert:

	(2A)	Before appointing a person or persons to constitute a higher education advisory committee under subsection (1) in respect of a particular request or application, the Minister must — 
	(a)	provide to the person making the request or application an opportunity to comment on the composition and membership of the committee; and
	(b)	take into account the comments (if any) provided to the Minister by the person making the request or application.

[bookmark: _Toc244917261][bookmark: _Toc247690449]34.	Section 21A inserted
		After section 20 insert:

[bookmark: _Toc244917262][bookmark: _Toc247690450]21A.	Report of higher education advisory committee to be provided to applicant
	(1)	The Minister must, as soon as is practicable after receiving the report on an application referred to in section 20(1)(b) (the report), give a copy of the report to the applicant.
	(2)	The applicant may request the Minister to undertake a review of the report.
	(3)	A request to undertake a review of a report must — 
	(a)	be made within 30 days after the receipt by the applicant of a copy of the report; and
	(b)	set out the grounds on which the applicant is seeking a review of the report; and
	(c)	be accompanied by the fee prescribed by, or calculated under, the regulations.
	(4)	On receipt of a request to undertake a review of a report the Minister may refer the request to any suitably qualified person or persons to consider and report to the Minister on the request.
	(5)	The Minister must not make a decision on an application referred to in section 20(1)(b) until — 
	(a)	the applicant advises the Minister in writing that the applicant accepts the report; or
	(b)	31 days have elapsed since the date on which the applicant is given a copy of the report and the applicant has not requested a review of the report; or
	(c)	the applicant has requested a review of the report and that review has been completed.

[bookmark: _Toc244917263][bookmark: _Toc247690451]35.	Part 3A heading inserted
		After section 21 insert:

[bookmark: _Toc244416842][bookmark: _Toc244418550][bookmark: _Toc244573790][bookmark: _Toc244917264][bookmark: _Toc247690452]Part 3A — Reviews and investigation

[bookmark: _Toc244917265][bookmark: _Toc247690453]36.	Section 22 amended
		In section 22:
	(a)	in paragraph (b) delete “higher education provider; or” and insert:

		non‑university institution; or

	(b)	delete paragraph (c) and insert:

	(c)	the provision and standard of an accredited course provided by an authorised non‑university institution.

	(c)	after paragraph (a) insert:

		or

[bookmark: _Toc244917266][bookmark: _Toc247690454]37.	Sections 23A to 23C inserted
		After section 22 insert:

[bookmark: _Toc244917267][bookmark: _Toc247690455]23A.	Inspectors, appointment of
	(1)	In this section — 
	certificate means a certificate given under subsection (3).
	(2)	The Minister, in writing, may appoint persons to investigate — 
	(a)	compliance with any condition to which a provider’s authorisation or a self‑accrediting authorisation is subject; or
	(b)	compliance with any condition to which ministerial accreditation of a higher education course is subject; or 
	(c)	suspected contraventions of this Act; or
	(d)	any matters relevant to carrying out a review under section 22,
		on any terms the Minister decides and specifies in the appointment.
	(3)	The Minister must give each inspector a certificate of his or her appointment.
	(4)	A person who ceases to be an inspector must return his or her certificate to the Minister within 21 days.
	Penalty: a fine of $400.
	(5)	A certificate that purports to be signed by the Minister is, in the absence of evidence to the contrary, evidence of its contents.
	(6)	If requested to do so and if practicable, an inspector must produce his or her certificate for inspection when exercising a function of an inspector.
[bookmark: _Toc244917268][bookmark: _Toc247690456]23B.	Inspectors’ powers
	(1)	For the purpose of investigating any matter that he or she is authorised to investigate, an inspector may do any or all of the following — 
	(a)	at any reasonable time, enter, inspect and search any place, other than a dwelling, that the inspector suspects on reasonable grounds is a place where a higher education course is provided;
	(b)	give a person a written direction to produce to the inspector the records that are specified or described in the direction and that are in the person’s possession;
	(c)	read and seize or copy any record the inspector suspects on reasonable grounds is or may be relevant to the matter being investigated;
	(d)	direct a person to answer any question that is relevant to the matter being investigated.
	(2)	A person who is given a written direction under subsection (1)(b) must obey it.
	Penalty: a fine of $10 000.
	(3)	A person who is directed under subsection (1)(d) to answer a question must not refuse to answer unless the answer would tend to incriminate the person or make the person liable to a penalty.
	Penalty: a fine of $10 000.
	(4)	A person must not give an inspector information that the person knows is false or misleading.
	Penalty: a fine of $10 000.
[bookmark: _Toc244917269][bookmark: _Toc247690457]23C.	Consequences of investigations
	(1)	An inspector may give the Minister any information that the Minister may need in relation to performing his or her functions under this Act.
	(2)	A prosecution for an offence under this Act cannot be commenced except by or with the approval of the Minister.

[bookmark: _Toc244917270][bookmark: _Toc247690458]38.	Section 23 amended
	(1)	After section 23(2) insert:

	(3A)	If the Minister grants a self‑accrediting authorisation for a non‑university institution, the Minister must arrange for the authorisation to be registered by entering in the register — 
	(a)	the name of the institution; and
	(b)	a description of the higher education courses that the institution is authorised under section 13B(4) to accredit; and
	(c)	any other relevant particulars.

	(2)	In section 23(4) delete “at reasonable times.” and insert:

		during normal office hours.

[bookmark: _Toc244917271][bookmark: _Toc247690459]39.	Section 24A inserted
		After section 23 insert: 

[bookmark: _Toc244917272][bookmark: _Toc247690460]24A.	Minister to make National Protocols available for inspection
		The Minister must ensure that a copy of the National Protocols is available for public inspection during normal office hours.

[bookmark: _Toc244917273][bookmark: _Toc247690461]40.	Section 26A inserted
		After section 25 insert:

[bookmark: _Toc244917274][bookmark: _Toc247690462]26A.	Protection from liability
	(1)	An action in tort does not lie against a person for anything that the person has, in good faith, done in the performance or purported performance of a function under this Act.
	(2)	The protection given by this Act applies even if the thing done in the performance or purported performance of a function under this Act may have been capable of being done whether or not this Act had been enacted.
	(3)	This section does not relieve the State of any liability it might have for the doing of anything by a person against whom this section provides that an action does not lie.
	(4)	In this section a reference to the doing of anything includes a reference to the omission to do anything.

[bookmark: _Toc244917275][bookmark: _Toc247690463]41.	Section 27A inserted
		After section 26 insert:

[bookmark: _Toc244917276][bookmark: _Toc247690464]27A.	Evidentiary matters
		A certificate that purports to be issued by the Minister stating — 
	(a)	that at a specified time, a non‑university institution did or did not have a provider’s authorisation; or
	(b)	a condition to which a provider’s authorisation was subject at the time specified in the certificate; or
	(c)	that at a specified time, a non‑university institution did or did not have a self‑accrediting authorisation; or
	(d)	a condition to which a self‑accrediting authorisation was subject at the time specified in the certificate; or
	(e)	that at a specified time, a higher education course was or was not accredited; or
	(f)	a condition to which a ministerial accreditation of a higher education course was subject at the time specified in the certificate,
		is, in the absence of evidence to the contrary, evidence of its contents.

[bookmark: _Toc244917277][bookmark: _Toc247690465]42.	Section 28 replaced
		Delete section 28 and insert:

[bookmark: _Toc244917278][bookmark: _Toc247690466]28.	Agreement to pay costs of considering application or request
	(1)	The Minister may enter into a written arrangement with a person who intends to make a request under section 7 or an application under section 9 or 13A for the person to pay — 
	(a)	the reasonable costs and expenses incurred by the Minister in considering the request or application; and
	(b)	the reasonable costs and expenses incurred by, or by the Minister on behalf of, a higher education advisory committee appointed to consider and report to the Minister on the request or application.
	(2)	Regulations may make provision for and in relation to an agreement referred to in subsection (1) including in connection with — 
	(a)	the ambit of the agreement;
	(b)	the making of the agreement;
	(c)	the costs and expenses to be paid under the agreement, including as to the method of calculating the costs and expenses;
	(d)	the methods for resolving any dispute about the costs and expenses that are to be paid under the agreement.

[bookmark: _Toc244917279][bookmark: _Toc247690467]43.	Section 29 amended
		In section 29 delete “jurisdiction.” and insert:

		jurisdiction as a debt due to the Crown.

[bookmark: _Toc244917280][bookmark: _Toc247690468]44.	Section 30 amended
	(1)	In section 30(2)(d) after “determination,” insert:

		self‑accrediting authorisation,

	(2)	After section 30(2) insert:

	(3)	The regulations may provide for a method of calculating a fee referred to in subsection (2)(e), including calculation according to the costs and expenses incurred in providing the service.
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