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[ Assented fo 28th August, 1876.

Preamble HEREAS by ¢ The Inquiries into Wrecks Ordinance, 1864,
certain power was given to certain personsin the said Ordinance
mentioned, to make cortain inguiries, and to draw up and investigate
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certain charges of incompetency or miseconduct drawn up as therein
mentioned against certain persons owning certificates of master, mate,
or engineer of any vessel, and it is expedient to extend the application
of the sald Ordinance so as bo provide for the proper investigation of
any charge that may from time to fime be made of incompetency or
misconduet on the part of any master, mate, or engineer of any British
ship, in enzes that do not fall within the scope of the said Ordinance :
Be it fherefore enacted by His Excellency the Governor of Western
Australia and its Dependencies, by and with the advice and consent of
the Legislative Counveil thereof, as follows :-—

1. Tt shall be lawful for the Principal Officer of Customs residing at
or near auy port or place in which ary British vessel may arrive or be,
assisted by a Justice of the Peace, to make inquiry into any charge of
incompetency or misconduct whereby it is alleged that the master,
mate, or engineer of such vessel is by reason of such incompetency or
misconduet unfit to discharge his duties; and when any such charge
has been made as aforesaid, the said officer and the said Justice shall
proceed in all respects as if they wore formally investigating, hearing,
and determining charges confained in & formal case setting forth the
same, as provided by the said recited Ordinance, and for that purpose
shall have all the powers given by the said recited Ovdinance for the
purpose,

2. The said Principal Officer of Customs, together with fhe said
Justice, are hereby declared to constitute a court for the purpose of
investigating and frying the cases by this Act and the sald recited
Ordinance referred to them, within the meaning of the Imperial
Act twenty-five and twenty-siz Victoria, chapter sixly-three, section
twenty-three.

3. The said cowrt shall have power to suspend or cancel the
certificate of any master, mate, or engineer, subject to the provisions
of the said recited Ordinance and of this Act, whon, on sueh investiga-
tion as is hereby and thereby provided, they may find to have been
guilty of any gross act of misconduet, drankenness, or tyranny as
aforesaid, or by whose wrongful aet or default the loss or abandon-
ment of or sericus damage to any ship or loss of life has been caused.

4. In any inquiry fo be held in pursuance of this or the said recited
Aect into any charge of incompetency or miseonduet against the master,
mate, or engineer of any vessel, the court hereinbefore mentioned
shall, in all cases in which such master, mate, or engineer requires i,
appoint one or more person or persons of nantical or engineering skill,
as the case may vequire, to act as assessor or assessors to such court;
and such assessor or assessors shall upon the conclusion of the case
either signify his or their concurrence in the decision, or if he or they
dissent therefrom shall signify such dissent, and the reasons thereof,
in writing to such court.

5. The said recited Ordinance and this Act shall be read and taken
together as one Act.
6. This Act maybe cited as ¢ The Inquiries into Wreels Ordinance,
1864, Extension Act, 1876
WILLIAM C. . ROBINSON,
(tOVERNOR,
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