WESTERN AUSTRALIA.
ANNO SECUNDO

VICTORIA REGINA,

No. 6.

An Act for appointing and authorising cer-
tain persons to be Commissioners and to
act as Guardians to Emigrants, being
Minors, sent to this Colony from the
United Kingdom by a Society known by
the style of ¢The Children’s Friend
Society.”

“7 HEREAS a Society, entitled the Children’s Friend Society, Freauble.
has been formed in London for the purpose of affording relief

to poor and destitute children, and the said society has formed an

establishment for the care, maintenance and education of such chil-

dren, with a view of binding them as apprentices in England, or to

respectable individuals in the Colonies; and whereas, in order that

persons in this colony desirous of obtaining the services of. children

from the said Institution may be enabled to exercise a legal authority

over them, it is necessary that some péersons be authorised to act as

Guardians for and on hehalf of such children, with power to apprentice

or otherwise provide for them-as to their said Guardians may appear
most expedient ;—
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Persons ppointed Com- ] Be it therefore enacted, that from and after the passing of

’5}5;;%‘;;‘&3‘1;2‘;?1&”%2:2: this Ordinance, the following persons, videlicet, the Honorablegthe

grants, Commandant, the Honorable the Colonial Secretary, the Honorable
the Advocate General, the Honorable the Surveyor General, George
Leake, Esquire, William Tanner, Esquire, Thomas Peel, Esquire, W,
L. Brockman, Esquire, the Reverend J. B. Wittenoom, (Coloniat
Chaplain,) H. C. Sutherland, Esquire, {Collector of Colonial Re-
venue), James Crichton, Esquire, (Colonial Surgeon), Daniel Scott,
Esquire, (Harbour Master), George F. Stone Esquire, (Sheriff),
Alfred H. Stone Esquire, (Registar Civil Court), R. M. B. Brown,
Esquire, (Government Resident, Fremantle), Thomas N. Yule,
Esquire,( Government Resident Middle Swan), R. H. Bland, Esquire,
(Government Resident, York), J. R. Phillips, Esquire, (Government
Resident Williams River), H. Bull, Esquire, (Government Resident,
Leschenault), John Molloy, Esquire, (Government Resident, Augusta,)
Francis Whitfield, Esquire, (Government Resident, Toodyay), Major
Nairn, R. Hinds, Esquire, John Hardy, ¥squire, John DBnssell,
Esquire, John Schoales, Esquire, George Nash, Esquire, and William
Burges, Esquire, be nominated and appointed Commissioners, under
the style or title of “ Commissioners for the Guardianship of Juvenile

i‘{,’g}rﬂgjjrgfagfh"‘f‘; vith Emigrants,” for the purposes hereinafter mentioned, three of whom,

stitute & quoran, together with their Secretary, shall constitute a quorum, with full
power and authority to carry into effect the provisions of this Ordin-
ance, hereinafter named.

1II. AND be it further enacted, that it shall be lawful for the said
Lists of Children 10 be COMMissioners to receive or take under their charge any children,
transmitted, specifying either male or female, sent from the United Kingdom to this Colony
opo, phagt mee PU by the Society before mentioned, unless the said Society shall trans-
mit a list of such children, signed by the Secretary thereof, in which
shall be particularly specified the names and ages, and, if known, the
parentage of each and every child so sent: and thestatementsin such
lists shall be considered and taken as prima facie evidence of the

facts therein contained.

IV. AND be it further enacted, that on the arrival of any children

Commissioners empow- gent out in the manner aforesaid, and from time to time, so often as
ered to bind such Chil- . s . . W .
dren, occasion may require, it shall be lawful for the said Commissioners, or

any one of them duly authorised to act in the name and on the behalf
of the said Commissioners, to bind such children as Apprentices to
the persons at whose instance they may have been sent out, or to such
_ Apprenticeship to con- other persons as may be desirous of obtaining their services, and who
timee iill the 2ge of 21 1,71] have been approved of by the said Commissioners, such appren-

years in the case of a

male, sad Gll the age of ticeship to continue in force until the child, if male, shall have
mabiage o1 o enne of o 2ttained the age of twenty-one years, and if female, until such female

fernale, except when ex- shall have attained the age of twenty-one years, ox shall be married,
pedient to lmit it to a o p

shoxter period.
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whichever shall first happen, except in such case in which it shall be
considered expedient by the said ‘Commissioners to limit the appren-
geeship to a shorter period, and the said Commissioners, or any one
of them acting on behalf and by authority of the rest, shall jointly . .. o tor
3 3 5 3 ; . , &0, Joint~-
with the master or mistress of the said apprentice execute and sign aly with master ot mis-
form of Indenture to contain such provisions and covenants for the [ céﬁm?éi“g‘iiv’éﬁi‘:;
rotection of the interest of such apprentice as to the said Commis-for protection of 4p-
sioners may appear desirable, which said Indenture shall be good, Prenic™
galid, and binding to all intents and purposes; and the said appren-
tices, and their masters or mistresses, shall be subject and liable to
the laws now in force, or which may hereafter be made, relating to
apprentices or Indentured servants other than apprenticed labourers.

V. AND be it further enacted, that any sum which shall be re-gum sgreed to be paia

quired by the said Commissioners to be paid and agreed by the saidf§ o be considered as

S e . : ! ‘. Servant’s wages, and re-

masters ox mistresses o be paid-by the said masters or mistresses as a coverable 1s suth before

consideration for having the said apprentices so bound to them, shall 20y Justice of the Peuce:
be considered in the light of servant’s wages, and be recoverable as
such by the said Commissioners before any Justice of the Peace for the

gaid Colony.

V1. AND be it further enacted, that it shall be the duty of the said Duty of the Commission-
Commissioners to afford all lawful and necessary protection to the said §f° f° 2ot protection
apprentices, and enforce the performance of the covenants contained force performance of

in any Indenture for the benefit of such apprentices ; and if any pex- forenete or thelx hene-

son shall neglect or refuse to perform the conditions of such Indenture

made in pursuance of this Ordinance, he shall be liable and subject

to an action or other proceeding upon such Indenture at the suit of Any person neglecting

the said Commissioners as Guardians for such Apprentiee, and if on Covermusing 10 porform

being sued for any neglect of said conditions, the Commissioners shall Action, &o.

obtain a judgment against him or her, such person shall not shew

cause to the satisfaction of the Court awarding such judgment for such

neglect or refusal, he or she shall pay to the said Commissioners such

damagés and costs of suit as the Court in its discretion shall allow;

and the sajid Commissioners shall, and they are hereby authorised to i

bring or defend any action, suit, or other proceeding touching O ¢f'to bring and defond

concerning any of the property, rights or claims of the said Commis- Ations,

sioners or their Wards, in the name of the * Commissioners for the

Guardianship of Juvenile Emigrants,” without specifying the names

of the Commissioners, and without other deseription, and no action

or other proceeding shall abate by reason of the death or going out ofand Deeds may bo

office of any Commissioner; and that whenever it shall be necessary Sgned o the momo of
] OINTIFS1IONETS ¥y

for the said Commissioners to execute any Deed or Instrument in person appointed for that

writing, such Deed or Instrument shall be signed in the name of the ™™

Commissioners by some person or persons appointed for that purpose

by such Commissioners, and every such Deed or Instrument, signed
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in manner herein provided, shall have the same effect in law as it i
had been signed by all the Commissioners.

In case of death, resig-  VII. AND be it further enacted, that upon the death, resignatio,

fg‘gﬁtﬁﬂ :?J’ET?&{”HE,‘“V or departure from the Colony of any of the Commissioners aforesaiq,
it shall be lawful for the remaining Commissioners to elect some f
and proper person to fill up the vacancy so created, and they ar
hereby requived to complete the said election within twenty-eighi
days from the period of such vacancy being made known, and within
fourteen days after the completion of the said election, to publish the-
name of the Commissioner so elected in the Government Gazette of
this Colony, for the information and guidance of all persons whom it
may conecern,

Commissioners net to be VA1, AND beit further enacted, that the said Commissioners shal]

Hable for expenses, & mot e liable for any expenses incurred in bringing out or supporting
the said children further than they themselves shall expressly under.
take and become responsible for; and that any Indenture made under
this Ordinance shall continue to be valid and binding upon and in
favor of the Successors of such Commissioners to be appointed as
aforesaid.

Commissioners to pravide IX. AND be it further enacted, that.it shall be lawful for the said

" apartments, sud provide Commissioners from time to time, as it may become necessary, to

books, &e. and appoint hire apartments, to provide furniture, books, and other necessaries,

’ and to appoint officers and servants necessary for the transaction of

the business of the said Commissioners, and to defray the costs and

charges of the same respectively out of any fund which may belong

provided such expendi- or accrue to the said Commissioners as aforesaid; provided that all

e e gy o such expenditure, and any such appointment, shall have been pre-

majority. viously agreed to by a majority of the entire body of the said Com-
missioners.

Acl in force Jor twe  %-  AND be it further enacted, that this Act shall he and continue
yeuts, in force until the cighteenth day of March, one thousand eight

hundred and forty-one. i
JOUN HUTT,
Governog aNp CommMANDER-IN-CHIEY.

Fassed thie Legislaiive Couneil
ihe 4th day of April, 1839, §

Warkinsaaw Cowarw,
lerk of the Council,



