WESTERN AUSTRALIA,

EDUCATION.
(63 Viet., No. 3.)

{As amended to 31st December. 1926, by Acts No. 6 of 1905, No. 2 of 1907,
No. 55 of 1919, and No, 30 of 1926.)

AN ACT to amend the Law relating to Public Elementary
Edueation,

[Assented to 5th October, 1899.]

BE it enacted by the Queen’s Most Excellent Majesty, by
_ and. with the advice and consent of the Legislative
Council and Legislative Assembly of Western Australia, in

this present Parliament assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows:—

1. This Act may be cited as the Public Education Act,
1899, and shall be read with the other Acts relating to public
education.

2. The Act of the fifty-eighth year of Her now Majesty,
numbered thirty, is hereby repealed.

3. In this Act, save so far as the context otherwise re-
quires— 7
““Compulsory Officer”” means a person employed by the

Minister to secure the. attendance of children at
school.

“‘Tifficient Sehools’’ are schoolg certified by the Minister
to be efficient for the purposes of this Act.

“‘Government School’’ means any school established’

under the Elementary Edueation Aect, 1871, or any
Act amending that Act.

“ Justice’’ means a justice of the peace.

“Minister’’ means the member of the Executive Couneil
appointed by the Governor to administer this Act.

“Parent’’ includes guardian and every person who is

liable to maintain or has the actual custody of any
child.

“Teacher’’ includes assistant teacher, or any person
forming part of the educational staff of a school.
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4. No fees shill be paid by or for children between six or
fourteen years of age attending any Government elementary

5. The Minister may authorise and determme a scale of
fees to be-paid by—

(2) the parent of any child who has attained the age of

fourteen years, and whose parents desire that such
child should be instructed in a Government schoal

beyond the compulsory age for such instruction;
and

(b} any person for his or her own instruction in any

Government school other than Government elemen-
tary school.

All such fees for instruetion shall be paid to and received
by the several persons authorised in that behalf by the Minis-
ter, and may be recovered summarily by the person so author-
ised, before a court of summary jurisdiction; and the produe-
tion. of a document, in writing, purportine to be signed by the
Minister, authorising any person to collect such fees, or a
copy of the Government Gazette containing published therein
a notice to that effect, shall be prima facie proof that such
person is so authorised.

6. Unless some reasonable excuse for non-attendance is

(a) the parent of every child of not less than six nor

more than nine vears of age shall, if there is a
Government or efficient school within two miles of

such child’s residence measured by the nearest

road or other reasomable means of access, cause
such. child to attend such school on such days as
the school is open; ’

(b) the parent of every child of not less than nine nor

more than fourteen vears of age shall, if there is
a Government or efficient school within three miles
of such child’s residence measured by the nearest
road or other reasonable means of access, cause
such child to attend such. school on the days on
which the school is open; '

(c) the parent of every child of not less than nine nor

more than fourteen years of age shall, if there is
a Government or efficient school within twelve
miles of such child’s residence, and there is a suit-
able railway service whereby the distance to be
travelied by the child on foot shall not exceed two
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miles, cause such child to attend such school on the -

days on which the school is open; but no railway
service shall be deemed smtable ~which does not
“enable the child to leave and return to his resi-
dence between sunrise and sunsét on the days on
which the school is open.

(d) the parent of every child of mnot less than six nor
more than nine years of age shall, if satisfactory
means of conveyance to a G‘rovemment or efficient
school is provided by the Minister so that the dis-
tance to be travelled by the child on foot does not

exceed one mile, cause such child to attend such

school on the days on which the sghool is open.
The Minister shall be sole judge of the question
whether the means of conveyance is satlsfactory,
(e) the parent of every child of not less than nine nor

more than fourteen years of age shall, if satlsfao-'

tory means of conveyance to a Government or effi-

cient school is provided by the Minister so that

the distance to be travelled by the child on foot
does not exceed two miles, cause such child to
* attend such school on the days on which the sehool
is open. The Minister shall be sole ;jud"e of ‘the
question whether-the means of conveyance is satxb-
factory:
Provided always, that a continuous attendance of two
hours for secular instruction by any ehild shall count as haif
a day’s attendance; but this proviso shall not justify the

absence of a child during any portion of the prescribed time

for attendance, or the withdrawal of a child before the pre-
scribed time for closing the school: '

Provided -also that, subject to the regulations, a grant
at a preseribed rate per day may be made to the parent or
guardian of a child who rides to school, in lieu of the pro
vision by the Minister of any other means of conveyance; and
in such case the Minister shall be deemed to have pr0v1ded
a satisfactory means of conveyance, within the meaning of
paragraphs (d) and (e) of thls sectlon

7. Any of the following reasons shall be deemed a reason-
able excuse—

(1) That a child is under efficient instruction at home or
elsewhere; and whether such instruetion is efficient
or not shall be a matter for the decision of -the
Minister, who may require the report of an mspec-
tor of schools thereon s
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" (2) That the child hds been prevented from attending
school by sickness, danger of infection, femporary
or permanent infirmity, or any unavoid.ble causes,
but such excuse shall not be entertained unless the

“parent has given the teacher mnotice thereof, in
writing, within seven days after the occurrence of
such prevention. A medical certificate must be
produced if required by the Minister.

8. "The Minister may, at his discretion, excuse from at-
ten"dan:ce children who are required to help in the fields at
hai:v'est time, or other special periods of the year.

9." The Minister may from time to time appoint  officers
whose duty it shall bé to enforce the attendance required by
this Act, and the officers so appointed shall be empowered to
accost in the streets or other public places, and obtain the
naries and addresses of children of school age who are ap-
paréntly not in attendance at school.

10. The parent of any child of not less than six or more
than fourteen years of age, who, without reasonable excuse,
neglécts to cause such child to attend a Government or other
cfficient school, "in accordanee with this Aect, may be swum-
moned before a court of summary jurisdiction, on the com-
plaint of a compulsory officer or an inspector, or of any other
person authorised in that behalf by the Minister, and shall
be guilty of an offence against this Act, punishable upon con-
viction before such court, and shall be liable to pay a penalty
not ‘exceeding five shillings for the first offence, and not ex-
ceeding twenty shillings for every subsequent offence.

_-And the allegations in the complaint that the complain-
ant is a compulsory officer or inspector, or a person author-
ised in that behalf by the Minister, and that a child is not less
than six nor more than fourteen years, and that the parent
thereof neglects to cause such child to attend such school
without reasonable cxcuse as aforesaid, shall be deemed
prima facie evidence of the fact until the contrary is proved,
and in every case the parents of a child may be witnesses.

11, A ‘certificate purporting to be under the hand of the
principal teacher of a Government or efficient school stating
that a child is or is not attending such school, or stating the
particulars of attendance of a child at such school, shall he
evidence of the facts stated in such certificate.
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12. A person shall not, after the. commencement of this
Act, take into his emp]oyment duaring school hours any ehild
who by reason of his age is not exempt from school attend-
ance. IEvery person Who takes a child into his employment
in contravention of this Act shall be liable, on summary con-
viction before a court of summary ]llI'ISdlCthll to a penalty
not exeeeding forty shillings. A parent who employs his child
in any labour exercised by way of trade or for the purpose
of gain is to be deemed, for the purposes of th1s Aet to take
the child into his employment

The Minister may, at his discretion, give special exemptlon
for children bhetween the ages of twelve and fourteen, in case
of poverty or sickness of the parents

13. (1) If a child is constantly and hab1tmlly absent
from schoeol, the parent of such child may be summoned on the
complaint of a compulsory officer or an inspector, or of any
other person authorised in that behalf by the Minister, before
a court of summary jurisdiction, to show cause why such ehﬂd
should not be sent to an industrial sehool. *

(2.) Upon the hearmg of the summons the court may,
withont prejudice to any proceedings against the parent for
an offence against section ten of this Act, order such child
to be sent to a certified mdnstrlal sehoo] for not exceeding
gix months.

(3.) If the court is satlsﬁed by the parent that he has
used all reasonable efforts to canse the ‘child to attend school
hut that the child is beyond his control the court may, with-
out inflicting a penalty, order the ch]ld to’ be sent toa certl-
fied industrial schoo! till the age of fourteen .

(4.) The parent or other person for the tlme being legallv
liable to maintain the child shall, if of sufficient ablhty, con-
tribute for the maintenance and trammO' of:‘the child:in, such
industrial school a sum not exceeding ten shillings a. week,
the amount to be assessed by the gourt.at the time of the com-
mittal of the child: Provided that the court may, from’ time
to time, vary the amounnt in aeeordanee with the Theans of the
person so ordered to contribute, but so that -the eontribution
‘ sha]l not exceed ten shillings a Weeln :

14, (1.) It shall be the duty of every parent of a. ~b11nd,
deaf, or mute child, from the time such child attains the, age
of six vears until he attains the age of sixteen years, to pro-
vide effirient and snitable education for such:child.

* See gection 42 of State Childrén’ ‘Aect, 1907-1926..
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. (2) If the parent having the actual custody of any such
child is nnable to providé such education, he shall give notice
in writing to the Minister of Education of such inability, and
shall, from such date as is spécified by the Minister, send the

- ehild to such (if any) institution as the Minister directs, and

shall pay snch periodical sum or sums towards the cost of the
education. or maintenance and education thereat of the child
as is or are agreed between such parent and the Minister.

(3.) If no such agreerﬁent is made, then, upon the com-
plaint of the Minister, or of any person authorised in that
behalf by the Minister, a court may, if satisfied that such

. rarent is able to contribute towards the education or main-

tenance and education of such child, make an order that the
parent shall pay such periodical sums, not exceeding ten shil-
lings a- week, towards the cost of the education or mainten-
ance and education of the child as the court deems proper
and are specified in the order. .

(4.) If such pa,rent;J :
(a) fails to provide efficient and suitable education for
' such child; ‘as required by subsection (1), and
fails' to give notice of imability as required by
, subsection (2) of this section; or .

. (b) fails to send such child to such (if any) institu-
tion as the Minister directs under the said sub-

. . section (2}, o
such parent may be summoned in the name of the Minister,
or of any person authoriged.in that behalf by the Minister,
to attend before a court, at a time and place mentioned in the
summons,- o show cause why such child should not be sent

to an institution. ‘ -

©+ (5.) Upon the'hearing of such summons, the court may,
if of’ dpinion that the application should be granted, either—
~'(a) order that such child be sent to an institution speci-
, fied by the court; or _
-+.{b) commit, such child to an institution so specified.
(6.) If the court orders that the child be sent to an in-
stitution, such parent shall cause such child to attend the

instruction, and in défault thereof shall, unless reasonable
exéuge is shown, be lisble, for a first offence, to a penalty not
exceeding five shillings; and for any subsequent offence to-a

_penalty not.exceeding two pounds.
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(7.) If the court commits the child to an institution, the
order of commitment shall state the period of detention, which
period shall terminate not later than the time when the child
will attain the age of sixteen years, .

(8.) A court may, at any time, on the application of the
Minister, or of any person authorised in that behalf by the
Minister, commit any child who has been committed to an in-
stitution under this section to anether institution to be kept
therein for the remainder, or any part of the period for which
such child was committed to the first-mentioned institution.

{9.) Upon the hearing of the summons under subsec-
tion (4) of this section the court, or at any time thereafter,
upon the complaint (which may be made at any time) of the
Minister or of any person authorised by him in that behalf,

the samé or another court, if satisfied that any parent of the

ehild committed as aforesaid is able to contribute towards
the maintenance of such child, may, subject to subsection (11)
of this section, make such an order as mentioned in subsec-
tipn (3) of this section against such parent.

(10.) Upon the complaint (which- may be made at any
time) of the Minister or of any person authorised by him in
that behalf, or of any parent who has, by an order made
under any provision of this séction, been ordered to make
payments, a court may, from time to time, according to the
ability of such parent, or the respective abilities of such
.parent, and any other parent.of:the child, make a further
OJ'.'deI'——‘ Cur : S

(a) varying the sums to be paid by virtue of the first-

mentioned order; or , .
. — ' {
(b) continuing or varying such sums and distributing
the liahility to pay the same amongst several par-
enfs; or

(¢) suspending or renewing the operation of any such
order or further order; . '
but so that such sums shall not exceed ten shillings per week.

(11.) No person “shall, by any order made under this
section, be ordered to make any payments unless the sum-
mons, or a notice of the hearing of the complaint whereon the
order is to be made, has been served on him, of he has had
such other notice of the hearing as the court deems reason-

able.
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(12:) For all the purposes of this section, and in any
proceedings under this section—

(a) a certificate, purporting to be signed by a legally -
qualified medical practitioner, certifying that in
his opinion the sight, hearing, or speech of the
child thercin mentioned is so defective as to
render such child unfit to be educated except by
special means, shall be prima facie evidence that
such child is blind, deaf, or mute, according to the
nature of the certificate;

(b) whether efficient and suitable instruction is being
provided for a blind, deaf, or mute child or not
shall be a matter for the decision of the Minister
(who may, if he deems it necessary, obtain a re-
port thereon by an inspector or some other person
authorised by him in that behalf), and the Minis-
ter’s decision sball be conclusive.

(13.) In this section ‘‘institution’’ means an institution
for the edcuation of blind, deaf, or mute children, and ‘‘court’
means a court of summary jurisdiction.

15. The Minister may refuse the admission of any child
to any Government school if accommodation has been pro-

. vided for such child in another Government school nearer to

his dwelling-place, or if there is more sunitable accommoda-
tion in some other Government school within the presecribed
distance.

16. The Minister, from time to time, may cause an educa-
tional census to be taken of all children within any area, and
upon notice of such census appearing in the Government
Gazette the Minister shall appoint some person to call at
every house within such area, and every householder shall
thereupon give such information to such person’ as enables
him to fill up the form of return in the first schedule hereto;
or, if from any cause such information is not then given, such
person may thereupon leave at the house of any householder
reglecting to give such information a copy of such form or
veturn, and after the expiration of seven days call for the
same; and every householder at whose house such form of
return has been left shall, within seven days, fill up the same
or cause it to be filled up, and return it when called for; and
whenever and as often as any householder neglects to fill up
such form of return or cause the same to be filled up, and te
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return the same when called for, or wilfully fills the same up
with an untrue statement, or gives false information to such
person aforesaid, the householder shall be guilty of an offence
against this Act, and summarily punishable upon convietion
before a court of summary jurisdiction, and shall be liable to
pay a sum not exceeding five pounds for every such offence,
and in default of the payment thereof he shall be liable to a
term of imprisonment not exceeding one month.

17. The proprietor, head-master, or principal teacher of
any school, not being a Government school, may apply to the
Minister, in writing, to have such his school found *‘efficient’’
for the purposes of this Act; and upon such application being
made, the Minister shall forthwith cause such school to be
inspeeted by an inspector of schools; and if, upon inspection,
such school is found to be efficient as to the instruction given
in reading, writing, arithmetie, spelling, and geography, as
required by this Act or the Regulations, the Minister shall
cause such school to be included in a list of schools which have
been inspected and found efficient, or certified to be efficient
as hereinafter mentioned, for the purpose of this Act; and
the Minister shall cause a copy of such list, with the names
of the proprietors, head masters, or principal teachers of all
schools therein included, to be published from time to time
at intervals of not more than twelve months, in the Govern-
ment Gazette; and the Minister may from time to time cause
any school included in such list to be inspected by an inspec-
tor of schools, and remove from the list any school that at
any time is found on inspection not to be efficient as afore-
said; and any school so removed from the list shall thereupon
cease to be efficient for the purposes of this Act: Provided
always, that the Minister may, if he is satisfied that any school
is efficient as aforesaid, certify that sueh schoo! is efficient
without inspection, and upon any school being so certified the
Minister shall include such certified school in the list.

18. The proprietor, head-master, or principal teacher of
any school not being a Government school established under
an Act relating to public education, shall keep a register or
list of attendances of all scholars attending his school, in a
form approved by the Minister of Education, which shall be
open to inspection at such times in. every year as may be
mutually agreed upon by an inspector of schools, compulsory
officer, or other person duly authorised by the Minister; and
such proprietor, head master, or principal teacher shall fur-
nigh, when required, to an inspector of schools, compulsory
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ofﬁcer, or other person duly authorised by the Minister, either
in writing or verbally, any information concerning the dttendw
ance of any scholar entered on the roll of his school, and shall
allow the said inspector of schools, compulsory officer, or
other person duly authorised by the Mmlster to inspect and -
make copies from the said register.

19. (1) The proprietor, headmaster, or principal teacher
of every elementary or secondary school, not being a Govern-

- ment school established under an Act rclatmo' to pubhc educa—

tion—

(a) shall forward to the Educahon Department in Perth
within the first seven days of every month, a re-
turn in the form of the Seecond Schedule of this
Act, giving the names of all scholars between the
ages of gix and fourteen years who have not made
at least four-fifths of the possible half-day attend-
ances during the preceding month, and a list of
all, scholars between those ages who have been ad-
mitted, with the date of admission, and the name
of the last school attended, and a hist of all the
schiolars who have left during the preceding month;
and

(b) shall forward to the Fducation Department in Perth,
within seven days after the close of every school
quarter, a quarterly summary of attendance in the
form of the Third Schedule to this Act;’

(c) for the purposes of this section “elementary school??
means any school which has not been placed on
the list of secondary schools of the Education De-
partment. )

(2.) If the provisions of this section, or of section

eighteep, are not duly complied with, the proprietor shall be
liable to a penalty not exceedmg forty shillings.

20. - Any person who wilfully disturbs any State or other
school established under any of the Aects relating to public
edueation, or who upbraids, insults, or abuses any teacher in
the presence or hearing of the pupﬂs assembled in such school,
shall be guilty of an offence against this Act, summarily pun-
ishable upon conviction before a court of summary-jurisdie-
tion, and shall be liable to a penalty not exceedmg forty
shﬂlmgs and not less than ten shillings.
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21. All bursaries and scholarships grah‘;ed by the Gover-
nor out of the public funds shall be open for competition
among the children being educated at any Government or

- I B
Remilatinny as to
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and seaolarships.

other efficient school; and the Governor may, from time to

time, make regulations for the conduct of, and subjects for,
the examination for such bursaries and scholarships.

92, Sections A, O, F, G, and H of the Sccond Schedule to
the Interpretation Act, 1918, are incorporated with this Act.

FIRST SCHEDULE.

PurLic EDUOA"J‘ION AcTt, 1899.

Return of Children below the age of Fourteen Years.

. Where under instruction, .showing
No. Name of ?a;:]h Child Sex. | Age. whether at home, or at private
1 Rui or other schools.

A

Tt b )
b O 00 =1 T OB WD

, , of certify the above to be o true retutn
concerning all children below the age of fourteen years now residing in this dwelling
house.

Dated the day of s 1

(Signature or mark, with witness thereof, of person certifying.}

To ) residing at
Taxs Norter that this return will be called for on or after the ' day
of 1 , and that any householder neglecting to fll it up by

that day, and return it when called for, or wilfully filling it up with an untrue statement,
or giving false information to the persun leaving the same, is liable, on conviction, to.a
penalty not exceeding Five pounds, or in defaukt, to one month's imptisonment.

.
Sections of Schednle
2 ol laterpreration
Act incorporated.

Bection 16.
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Sectlon 18. SECOND SCHEDULE.

WESTERN AUSTRALTA,

Pusric Envcatiox Acr, 1800,
{As reprinted with Amendmenis to 31at December, 1026.)
COMPULEORY FORM.

Names oj all scholare between the ages of six and fouricen who haw not made four-“ftha of
the possible half-day attendances during the month of ...,

This Form to be made up and forwarded ‘to the F.ducat.mn TDepartment, Perth,
within the first seven dsys of cvery month.

. No. of No. of” .
Age Name and half- ha;lf Reason ten- Result of
Name of | and days ) dered for Compulsory,
- full address days o "
. child, Stand- f parents, school aitend absence, OFicer's
ard. | O PAreMiS e edn i if any. inquiry.
opened. :
Sehool.i.vviviieriniiecricrr e
DAt

Proprielor {or Headmaster,
or Prineipnl Teacher.]
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Section 19, _THIRD SCHEDULE,
WESTERN AUSTRALIA.
Pousric EpveaTicx Act, 1899,

(As reprinted with amendmeﬂts fo 8lst December, 1926.)

Quarterly Summary af Attendance to be forwarded lo the qucafwn Departmewt within seven days after the close of sshool qrunrte,r
(Quarter closes on the last Friday in March, June, September, and December.)

Beho0liurria e
Address in full....onin, e ehEb e ieaen e ey ae
Hours of Instruction :—Morning frem........... LOuiviianrens Afternoen frema .. t0vri,

Enrolment at end of preceding QUATLET......cocvi ittt iiiiiir e e e

‘Week ending Friday. Admitted. Left. Enrolment. | Total number of half-day attend- | Number half-days Average
o ' ances made. school open, Attendance.
Results for Quarter ... T ' ‘ ' I : ’ \

Average Attendance for Quarter {1)........ccoooioiiimi i, | Number of pupils under 6 vears of age
N . | 6 and under 14

| 14 and under 186,.

' 16 and over ......c.cieevennns

Average Inrolment for Quarter () .........coocoiiiiiiii i | Number of Teachers (1) Males...............

ROUDINPDIT

IXSTRUCTIONE.

1. To find Adverage Attendance for the Quarter, divide the total number of Attendances by the total number of Half-days the School has
been opened. Any remainder above one-half counts as a unit.

2, To find Average Enrolment for the Quarter, add together the number of Boys and Girls on Roll for weeks School was open and divide
by number of weeks open. Remainder same as for Average Attendance. .

3. No blanks must be left. The full Quarter to be shown on this Return. If the School has been closed for a week or weeks during
the auarter, for holidays or other causes, the date of closing should appear in regular order.

4. Teachers not actually on the staff, such as visiting teachers of music or painting, are to be disregarded in the compilation of thls
return.

Summary of attendance, etc ., certified correct .............................................

.................................... , 19 Proprietor [or Headmaster,

or Principal Teacher.}
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