WESTERN AUSTRALIA.

TRAFFIC ACT, 1919-1954

ANALYSIS.
PART 1. Sec.
Preliminary. 24A. Extraordinary Licenses.

Division of Act.
Repeal.

Sec.

1. Short Title.
2.

3

4 Interpretation.

PART II.
Licensing of Vehicles,

5 Licenses.

6 Passenger Vehicles and Car-

riers’ Licenses,

7. Licensing Authority. Public
stands.

8 Operation of License.
9 Periods for which Licenses may
be issued.

10. Licensing of Vehicles within
the Metropolitan Area.

11. Fees.

12. Apportionment of Fees be-
tween Local Authorities.

13. Minister may sanction refund
of License Fee.

14. The Commissioner of Police to
be the Licensing Authority
for the Metropolitan Area.

15. Obligation to grant Licenses.

16. Transfer of Licenses.

17. Cancellation of Licenses.

18. Appeal.

19. Exemptions.

20. Provision for Registration of
Licensed Vehicles.

21. Offences.

PART III.
Traffic Inspectors.
22. Traffic Inspectors.
22A. Local Authorities may join in
appointment of Inspector.

PART 1V.
Regulation of Traflic.

Division (1)—Motor and Other
Vehicles.

23. Licensing of Drivers.

24. Drivers’ Licenses issued by
Commissioner to mentally or
physically incapable persons
may be withdrawn.

84021/55

25.  Penalty for driving without a
License.

26. Driver failing to give name and
address to Police Officer, or
Inspector, failing to stop,
etc.,, Tfailing to produce
License, Witnesses to acci-
dent to furnish particulars.

27. Motor Vehicle to be numbered.

28. Driver of Motor Vehicle to pass
Horse driven Vehicle, ete.,
with esution.

29. Duty to stop in case of acci-
dent, ete.

30. Duty to report accident.

31. Reckless driving.

32. Driving wunder influence of
Liquor.

33. Suspension of License and Dis-
qualification.

34, Duty of Owner to identify
offending driver.

36. Special Licenses for Travellers
with Motor cars.

36. Validity of Drivers’ Licenses
issued in other States.

Division (2)—Locomotive and
Traction-Engines.
37. Drivers’ Licenses.
38. Local Authorities not liable for
damage of Traction-engine.
39. Driver to stop when requested.

Division (3)—Width of Tyres.
40. Application of this division.
41, Maximum weight of Vehicles.
42. Weight of Vehicles to be dis-
played.

Division (3A)-—Weights, loads
and Dimensions.
43, Load may be measured.
44, Weighing Machines.
45. Vehicles and Load to be
weighed if required. .
46, Vehicle dto be weighed if re-

quired.
46A, Maximum width of Vehicles.

Division (4)—Regulations.
47. Regulations.
48. Regulations as to Motor Omni-
buses.
48. Delegation of powers to Local
Authorities.



Sec.

50,
51.
52.

54.
55.

58.
57.

58.

59.

80.
61.

62.

Effeci of Regulations and By-
Laws.

Substitution of Vehicle for
Vehicle whilst under repair.

Special Regulations as to Speed.

Notice of Regulations.

Existing By-Laws.

By-Laws under this Act to pre-
vall.

PART V.
Miscellanecus.

Liability for damage,

Power of Road Authority to re-
cover expenses of heavy or
extraordinary traffic.

Regulation of Lights afecting
Traffic on roads—Interpre-
tation—Powers in relation to
lights—Commissioner may
cause requisition of notice to
be carrted out—Civil Rights
—Saving provision.

Advertising for passengers in
private vehicles prohibited,

Unauthorised use of vehicles.

Unlawful interference with
mechanism of motor
vehicles,

“Car watching'” prohibited.

Sec.
63.

64.
65.
66.

67.
69.

70,
71,

T2.
3.

4.

Procuring use or hire of car by
fraud, ete.

Roads may be closed.

Production of License.

Forfeited License to be de-
livered up.

Lost License.

Offences.

Proof of persons being un-
licensed.

Savings.

Application of Act to Crown
and Local Authorities,

Protection of Minister, Local
Authorities and Officers.

Repeal of s. 237 of Act No. 32
of 1906 and s. 147 of Act No.
29 of 1911.

Regulations,

FIRST SCHEDULE,
Repeals.

SECOND SCHEDULE.
Description of Licenses.

THIRD SCHEDULE.
License Fees.

FOURTH SCHEDULE.
Maximum weight per wheel of
vehicle permitted.



Approved for reprint 26th July, 1955.

WESTERN AUSTRALIA.

TRAFFIC.

No. 60 of 1919.

(Affected by Acts No. 42 of 1933 and No. 32 of 1943.)

[As amended by Acts No. 16 of 1922 (a), No. 37 of 1924 (h), No.
46 of 1925 (c), No. 22 of 1926 (d), No. 11 of 1927 (e), No. 20
of 1930 (), No. 3 of 1931 (g), No. 21 of 1832 (h), No. 43 of
1933 (i), No. 39 of 1935 (j), No. 16 of 1941 (k), No. 32 of
1943 (1), No. 24 of 1946 (m), No. 48 of 1946 (n), No. 24 of
1947 (o)}, No. 51 of 1948 (p), No. 29 of 1949 {(g), No. 24 of
1950 (r), No. 57 of 1951 <(s), No. 29 of 1952 (1), No. 35 of
1852 (W), No. T4 of 19583 (v) and No. 47 of 1954 (w) and
reprinted pursuant to the Amendments Incorporation Act, 1938.3

AN ACT to consolidate and amend the Law relating
to the Licensing and Use of Vehicles and the
Regulation of Traffic, and for other incidental
purposes.

E it enacted by the King’s Most Excellent

Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of
the Legislative Council and Legislative Assembly of
Western Australia, in this present Parliament
assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:—

PART I—PRELIMINARY.

1. This Act may be cited as the T'raffic Act, 1919-
1954, and shall come into operation on a day to be
fixed by proclamation,* and shall be read in con-
junction with the Motor Vehicle (Third Party
Insurance) Act, 1943.+

‘(a) Assented to 3lst January, 1922.

{k) Assented to 3lst December, 1924 By s 1 (2} this Act came Into operation
on 1st Januarg 1925, e 8, ich was proclalmed to commence on
}3%1 M%y. 192 (Gazette da.ted 15/5/25 p. 876). See also Act No. 22 of

, 8. 38.

{c) Assented to 3ist Decembher, 1925.

(d) Assented to 30th October, 1926.

(e) Assented to 1lth November, 1927,

(f) Assented to 11th December, 1930: Proclaimed to commence on 31st January,
1931 —Gazette 30th January, 1931.
[NOTE.—~The operntion of s. 10a of the principal Act as inserted
8. 5 of this Act expired on 30th June, 1934: See No. 43 of 1933, 5. 2.]

(g) Assented to 24th June, 1931,
(h) Assented to 15th December, 1832.

[Footnotes continued on page 2.1

Short title.
No. 60 of
1919, 8.1
amended by
No. 32 of
1943, g,

29 (a);

No, 47 of
1954, 8. 1 (3).



1919, 8.2,
amended by
No.20 of
1930, 8. 2;
No. 39 of
1935, 8. 28,

No. 35 of
1052, 0. &.
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2. This Act is divided into Parts and Divisions,
as follows:—

PART I—PRELIMINARY [ss. 1-4].
PART II.—LICENSING OF VEHICLES [ss. 5-21].
PART III—TRAFFIC INSPECTORS [ss. 22-22A].

PART IV.—REGULATION OF TRAFFIC [ss. 23-55].
Division (1).—Motor and other Vehicles [ss. 23-36].

Division (2).—Locomotive and Tracltion Engines
[ss. 37-39].

Division (3).—Width of Tyres [ss. 40-42].

Division (3A4).—Weights, Loads and Dimensions
[ss. 43-46A].

Division (4)—Regulations [ss. 47-55].

(1) Assented to 4th January, 1934.

(1) Assented to Tth January, 1936: Proclaimed to commence on 1st July, 1936—
Gazette 8th May, 1936.

(k) Asgented to 7th November, 1941.

(1) Assented to 12th November, 1943: Proclalmed t0 commence on 1st July,
1944 Gazelte 12th May, 1944,

(m) Assented to 14th January, 1947.

(n) Assented to 24th January, 1947. 8. 7 (1) was proclalmed to come into
aperation on 1st July, 1947 —Gazelte 19th May, 1947.

(o) Assented to Tth November, 1847.

{p) Assented to Tth January, 1949,

(q) Assented t0 22nd Qctober, 1949.

(r) Assented to 5th December, 1950.

(8} Assented to Tth January, 1952.

(t) Assented to 5th December, 1952,

{u) Assented to 17th December, 1952,

(v) Assented to 9th January, 1954.

{w) Assented to 8th December, 1954,

* Proclaimed to commence on 1st January, 1920—Gazette 12th December, 1918,

TNolv;“Motor (V)eh.‘lcle {Third Party Insurance) Act, 1943-1954: See No. 36 of

8
[NOTE.—In this reprint—
(1) Any reference in the marginal or foot notes to—

{1) the 1826 reprint
ia to the reprint of the Trafic Act, 1919-1928, published in
the Appendix to the Seaslonal Volume of Statutes for the
yeor 1926; .
(i) the 1935 reprint
to the reprint of the Traffic Act, 1918-1935, published in
the Appendix to the Sessional Volume of Statutes for the
yvear 1935;
{i1i) the 1947 reprint
is tc the reprint of the Traffic Act, 1919-1047, reprinted
pursuant to the Amendments Incorporation Act 19 (but
nott:'i it%cluded in any Volume of Statutes or reprlnted Acts);
an
(iv) the 1950 reprint
is to the reprint of the Trafiic Act, 1819-1948, reprinted
pursuant to the Amendments Inoorporatlon Act, 1938, and
included in Vol. 3 of the Reprinted Acts of the Parilament
of W.A. (1950);
{2) the numbering of the Parts, Divisiona, Sectlons, etc., a8 contained
in the 1950 reprint is retained.)
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PART V.—MISCELLANEOUS [ss. 56-74].

FIRST SCHEDULE.—REPEALS,
SECOND SCHEDULE.—DESCRIPTION OF LICENSES.

THIRD SCHEDULE—LICENSE FEES.
FOURTH SCHEDULE.-—-WIDTH OF TYRES.

3. The Acts specified in the First Schedule are
repealed to the extent therein mentioned.

4. In this Act, subject to the context—

“district” means a municipal district or road
district, and any outlying land which the
Minister shall, by notice in the Gazette,
declare to be a district for the purposes of
this Act; the term includes sub-district;

“drive” includes “ride,” and “driver” includes
[ 23 M.,
rider”;

“Government road” means a road declared by
Order in Council under the Public Works
Act, 1902, to be a Government road;

“inspector” means a traffic inspector appointed
under this Act, and includes an assistant
traffic inspector and a member of the police
force lawfully acting as an inspector;

“license” means a license granted under this
Act, and in Division (1) of Part IV. means
and in Part V. includes a license to drive a
motor vehicle;

“local authority” means a municipality and the
council thereof or a road board; and means
the Commissioner of Police in respect of
outlying land and in the metropolitan area
and as the licensing authority therein;

“Local Government Act” means an Act under
which a local authority is constifuted or a
district is governed by a local authority;

“mechanical power” includes any motive power
not being animal power;

1 Now Public Works Act, 1902-1954: See Act No. 3 of 1954, 8. 1 (3).

Repeal. No.
60 of 1919,

8. 3.
Schedule I.

No. 37 of

Amended by
No. 22 of
1026,8.2,

Ibid.



mt.erpreta-
tion “motor
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subsatituted
by No. 57 of
1951, 8. 3.

Inserted by
No. 22 of
1926, 8. 2,

Tnserted by
No. 1§ of
1941, 8. 2.
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“Minister” means the Minister for Works or
such other member of the Executive Coun-
cil as is for the time being charged by the
Governor with the administration of this
Act;

“motor omnibus”’ means a motor vehicle used as
omnibus;

“motor vehicle” means any vehicle propelled or
designed for propulsion wholly or partly by
gas, motor spirit, oil, electricity, steam, or
any other mechanical power, and includes
a motor car, motor cycle, omnibus, motor
truck, motor utility truck, tractor or trac-
tion engine and also a trailer, semi-trailer,
or caravan, attached to or drawn by a motor
vehicle.

“omnibus” means and includes any vehicle used
as a passenger vehicle to carry passengers
at separate fares;

“outlying land” means land not comprised in
any municipal or road district;

“owner” means any person who owns a vehicle,
and any person who has the use of a vehicle
for a period of not less than three months
under an agreement for the hire thereof,
or under a hire-purchase agreement, or
otherwise.

Provided that—

(a) where a vehicle is owned or used
as aforesaid by more than one per-
son as owner or hirer or otherwise,
one only of such persons, to be
nominated by all such persons, by
notice in writing given to the local
authority by which such vehicle is
licensed, shall for the purposes of
this Act be deemed to be the owner
of such vehicle; and
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(b) any rebates or concessions in Ipsettedbr
respect of license fees in relation i#4.s.2
to a vehicle, of which only one
person is deemed to be the owner
as aforesaid, which may be claimed
under this Act upon the basis of
the purpose for which such vehicle
is used, shall be assessed only upon
the basis of the purpose for which
such vehicle is used by the person
who is deemed to be the owner of
such vehicle as aforesaid;

“parking” means the standing on a road of a Fygee™
vehicle when not employed in taking up or *%®2*
setting down persons or goods, but does not
include the standing of a vehicle in com-
pliance with a traffic sign or direction or
with an order of a Police officer or Traffic
Inspector lawfully made or given under this
Act; and the verb, “to park” and its inflee-
tions and derivatives have correlative
meanings;

“regulation” means a regulation made under
this Act, and includes a by-law made under
delegated authority;

“road” means and includes any street, road,
lane, thoroughfare, footpath, or place open
to or used by the public, and all bridges and
culverts and other things appurtenant
thereto and used in connection therewith;

“sub-district” means that portion of a municipal
district or road district which is within the
boundaries of the metropolitan area, as
defined by regulation, where a portion only
of any such district is comprised within
that area;

“taxi-car” means a motor vehicle plying for hire Insertedby

or reward and licensed to carry not more %%
than seven passengers at any one time,
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Nt “yehicle” includes any vehicle mentioned in the
1955.8.3. Second Schedule to this Act, and every

description of vehicle or locomotive engine

or machine (whether used for carriage,

traction or otherwise) drawn by animal

traction, or propelled or drawn by any

mechanical power, and used or intended to

be used on roads; the term does not include

a railway locomotive, railway carriage or

wagon, tram motor, tram car, or trolley bus;

Tosa-an ™ “width of bearing surface” means the actual

width of the bearing surface of a tyre that

would actually come into contact with or

bear upon a hard smooth level surface when

the wheels are attached to the axle and
ready for use.

PART II.—LICENSING OF VEHICLES.

Llcensos.
53

No. 60 of (1) A vehicle license is required for any vehicle
amended by described in the Second Schedule to this Act.

No. 22 of

Pazs. (8) (2) (a) In this section “minimum penalty”

No2of  means a penalty irreducible in mitigation, notwith-
standing the provisions of section one hundred and
sixty-six of the Justices Act, 1902-1948, and of sec-
tions nineteen and six hundred and sixty-nine of
the Criminal Code, 1913.

(b) If any vehicle for which the owner is not the
holder of the requisite vehicle license under this Act
is used on any road, the owner of the vehicle and
every person so using the same or causing or permit-
ting such use thereof shall be guilty of an offence
against this Act.
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Penalty:

(i) Where the annual license fee is one pound
or less than one pound the minimum pen-
alty shall be not less than the annual license
fee.

(it) Where the annual license fee is greater than
one pound the minimum penalty shall be—

(A) for a first offence: one pound;

(B) for a second and any subsequent
offence: one half of the annual
license fee.

(iii) The maximum penalty shall be twenty
pounds.

Provided that it shall be a defence to a charge
under this section against any person other than the
owner of the vehicle if the defendant proves that he
had no knowledge that the owner was not the holder
of the requisite license.

(3) A vehicle which is in any manner drawn or
propelled on any road shall be deemed to be used
thereon.

(4) On a conviction for an offence under this or
the next following section, the court shall order the
defendant to pay the license fee that should have
been paid in respect of the vehicle, in addition to
the penalty imposed, and such order may be enforced
as if the amount of such fee was a penalty imposed
on the defendant.

(5) Any person who has at any time, after the
coming into operation of this Act, committed an
offence against this section for which he has not
been prosecuted shall be liable to pay to the local
authority the license fee which he might have been
ordered to pay on conviction of such offence, and
such fee shall be recoverable in any court of com-
petent jurisdiction.

Amended by
No. 38 of
1935, 8. 3;
No. 48 of
1946, 8. 3;
No. 24 of
1950, 8. 3.

Ingerted by
No. 22 of
1926, 8. 3.

Subsec. (5}
added by
No. 20 ot
1930.
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i Subsec. (6)
added by
No. 57 of
1051, 8. 4.

Fassenger
vehicles and
carriers’
licenses,
No. 80 of
1919, 8. 6,
amended by
No. 22 of

‘Buhsec. {2)
Tepealed and
new subsec,

inserted by
No. 39 of
1935, 8. 4.
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(6) For the purpose of this section, a vehicle
license issued in any other State or territory of
the Commonwealth shall, during the currency of
such license, be deemed to be a license under this
Act in respect of the vehicle so licensed when used
on any road within the State of Western Australia
by a visitor thereto.

6. (1) A passenger-vehicle license is required for
every vehicle used for carriage of passengers for hire
or reward.

(2) (a) A carrier’s license is required for every
vehicle used for the carriage of goods for hire or
reward.

(b) A passenger-vehicle license is also required for
every such vehicle if it is used for the carriage of
passengers in an area lying within a circle having
its centre at the General Post Office, Perth, and a
radius of thirty miles; or within the district of any
local authority which lies partly within the area
contained within that circle:

Provided that no license shall be required when
such vehicle is being used for the carriage of—

(i) the owner or the wife or husband of the
owner or any child of the owner or of the
wife or husband of the owner, or for the
carriage of any servant of the owner; or

(ii) workmen to or from their work if no charge
is made for hire or reward in connection
with such use.

(¢) Outside the areas mentioned in the preceding
paragraph a passenger-vehicle license shall also be
required for any such vehicle if it is used both for
the carriage of goods and for the carriage of passen-
gers for hire or reward, except with the permission
of the local authority on some special occasion to be
stated:
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Provided that permission shall not be granted
unless in the opinion of the local authority the
vehicle may be safely used and is suitable for the
carriage of passengers; and, further, that the local
authority may at the time of granting such permis-
sion impose any conditions which the local authority
thinks necessary for the purpose of insuring the
safety of the passengers to be carried on the vehicle.

Any person who fails to comply with any of such
conditions shall be guilty of an offence against this
Act.

Penalty—Twenty pounds.

(3) If any vehicle for which the owner is not the
holder of the requisite passenger-vehicle license or
carrier’s license under this Act is used on any road
for the carriage of passengers for hire or reward,
or for the carriage of goods for reward, the owner
of the vehicle and every person so using the same
or causing or permitting such use thereof shall be
guilty of an offence against this Act.

Penalty—Twenty pounds.

(4) Every person to whom a passenger-vehicle or
carrier’s license is issued under this Part shall cause
such license whilst it is being exercised to be kept
in the personal custody of the person actually driv-
ing the vehicle.

Penalty—Three pounds.

(8) A person who has a passenger-vehicle or
carrier’s license in respect of any vehicle shall also
be required to have a vehicle license in respect of
such vehicle in addition thereto.

(6) The number of passengers to be carried in a
vehicle licensed as a passenger vehicle shall be
limited to the number stated in the license.

(7) The person to whom a passenger-vehicle or
carrier’s license is issued under this Part shall,
within fourteen days of such issue, cause the vehicle
to be plainly and conspicuously marked as pre-
scribed with the name and address of such person,
and shall keep the vehicle so marked during the
currency of the license.

Inserted by
No. 48 ot
1948, 8, 4
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‘The Ucensing
authority.
No. 80 of

1019, 8.7,
:amended by
No, 22 of
1928, 8. 5.

Operation
of license.
No. 65 of
1919, 8. 8,
amended by
No. 22 of
1926, 8. 6;
No. 48 of
19486, 8. 5.

Inserted by
No. 43 of
1946, 8. 5,
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7. (1) A vehicle license for any vehicle employed
or to be employed in, about, or in connection with
any business establishment shall be issued by the
local authority of the district wherein such estab-
lishment exists. A branch establishment shall be
deemed an establishment for the purposes of this
subsection. '

(2) Provided that when public stands for licensed
vehicles plying for hire have been appcinted and
fixed in any district, no license issued by the local
authority of any other district shall (unless the local
authority of the district in which such stands are
established so orders) authorise any person to cause
or permit any vehicle to stand or be upon any such
public stand; but such stands shall, subject to any
such order, be for vehicles licensed by the local auth-
ority of such district only.

Any person who contrary to this subsection causes
or permits any vehicle to stand or be upon any such
public stand commits an offence against this Act.

Penalty—Ten pounds.

(3) Save as aforesaid, vehicle licenses shall be
granted by the local authority within whose district
the owner of the vehicle resides at the time of the
application for the license. A body corporate shall
be deemed to reside in the district in which its prin-
cipal place of business is situated.

8. Subject to this Act, every license granted here-
under shall, whilst it is in force, be effective and
operative throughout the State. Provided that this
section is subject to the provisions of section forty-
eight relating to omnibuses.

Provided also that this section shall not apply to
a taxi-car, and that in relation to such class of
vehicle the following provisions shall apply:—

(a) The license issued in respect of a taxi-car
shall, subject to paragraphs (b) and (c¢) of
this proviso, be effective and operative
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within the district of the licensing auth-
ority which issued the license;

(b) Notwithstanding paragraph (a) of this
proviso, where the license in respect of a
taxi-car has been issued by one licensing
authority and the owner of the taxi-car
desires to ply for hire or reward in the dis-
trict of another licensing authority, and
such other licensing authority grants such
owner in writing permission so to do for a
stated period or periods the license issued
in respect of the taxi-car as aforesaid shall
be effective and operative in the district of
such other licensing authority for such
stated period or periods; and

(c) the license issued in respect of a taxi-car by
one licensing authority shall be effective
and operative in the district of another
licensing authority without any permission
when the taxi-car is engaged to carry a
passenger or passengers from a place within
the district of the licensing authority which
issued the license to any place outside such
district, or is engaged to carry a passenger
or passengers upon a journey which begins
and ends at a place within the district of
the licensing authority which issued the
license, although part of such journey is
made outside such district.

9. (1)From and after the commencement of the
Traffic Act Amendment Act, 1946,* and with opera-
tion retrospective to such commencement, the pro-
visions of this section shall apply and have effect in
relation to the issue of vehicle licenses in every dis-
trict and subdistrict other than the metropolitan
area, but shall have no operation in relation to the
issue of vehicle licenses within the metropolitan area.

* No. 48 of 1p46.

11

Perlods for
which
lcenses may
be isgued.
No. 60 of
1918, 8. 9,
amended by
No. 39 of
1935, 8. 5:
No. 16 of
1441, 3. 3;
Wo. 48 of
1946, 8. §;
No. 24 of
1947, 8. 3;
No. 29 of
1949, 8. 3;
No. T4 of
1953, 8. 2.
Subsec. {1}
inserted by
No. 24 of
1947.8. 3 28
(1A) Te~
numbered
{1) In 1950
reprint.
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Inserted
No. 16 of
1941, 8. 3, a8
subsec, (1)
renumbered
(2) in 1950
reprint:
New subaec.
substituted
by No. T4 of
1953, 8. 2.

Inserted by
No. 16 of
1941,8.3 a8
subsec, (2}
renumbered
(3) in 1950
reprint:
New subsec.
substituted
by No. 74 of
1953, 8. 2.

Inserted by
No. 16 of
1941, 5.3 as
subsec. (3)
renumbered
(4) in 1950
reprint: New
Bubsec.
substituted
by No. 74 of
1953, 8. 2.

Inserted by
No. 16 of
141,53 a8
subsec, (4)
renumbered
(5) in 1950
reprint,
Amended by
No. 20 of
1949, 5. 3.
New suhsec,
substituted
by No. T4

of 1953, 8. 2.

Traffic.

(2) An application for a license for a motor vehicle
or a renewal of the license shall be made to the
appropriate local authority as provided by section
seven of this Act, by or on behalf of the owner of
the motor vehicle and at the time of making the
application the prescribed fee shall be paid by the
applicant to the local authority.

(3) (a) Where an application is made and the pre-
scribed fee paid in accordance with the provisions
of subsection (2) of this section, the local authority
shall, subject to the provisions of this Act and the
Motor Vehicle (Third Party Insurance) Act, 1943-
1951, grant to the applicant a license or a renewal
of the license as the case may be for any period at
his option not exceeding one year, expiring on the
last day of the months of June, September, Decem-
ber or March in any year and next following the
date of the application.

(b) The local authority shall at the time the
license is granted assign a number to the vehicle,

(4) An application for a license for a vehicle which
is not licensed or for a vehicle for which the previous
license expired more than fifteen days prior to the
date of the application, may be made at any time
and the license commences and has effect from and
including its date of issue.

(5) (a) An application for a renewal of a license
may be made—

(i) at any time within the period of thirty days
immediately preceding the date on which
the license expires; or

(ii) within the period of fifteen days after the
date of the expiry of the license.

(b) Where the application is granted the renewal
is deemed to be a continuation of the license and to
have effect on and from the day next succeeding the
day upon which the license expires or expired.

1 Now Motor Vehicle (Third Party Insulra(xégze) Act 1943-1954: See No. 36 of 1954,
8. .
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(6) Where a vehicle has been previously licensed
in the State under the provisions of this Act, a
license shall not be granted for any period unless—

(a) the vehicle is licensed for a period immedi-
ately preceding the proposed period of the
license which is being applied for; or

(b) the number plate or plates assigned to the
vehicle have been returned to the authority
which issued them within a period of fifteen
days after the expiration of the last license
issued in respect of the vehicle; or

(e) the appropriate fee as required by subsec-
tion (7) of this section is paid to the local
authority to which the application for a
license is made.

(7) (a) Where a license expires, the holder of the
license shall within fifteen days of the date of its
expiry return the number plate or plates assigned
to the vehicle the subject of the license, to the local
authority which issued them, and if the number
plate or plates are not so returned the holder shall
be liable to pay to the local authority either the
license fee calculated in accordance with subsection
(9) of this section for a period commencing on the
date the license expired up to and including the date
when the number plate or plates are so returned
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or a license fee for a period of six months whichever-

is the lesser fee.

{b) The local authority which granted the license
may recover in a court of competent jurisdiction as
a debt due from the person who last held the license
the amount required to be paid under the provisions
of paragraph (a) of this subsection.

(8) Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph
(a) of subsection (3) of this section a license in
respect of a road tractor, semi-trailer, trailer, or
caravan may be granted for a period of one or two
months on and from the date on which the applica-
tion for the license is made.
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(9) The fee for any license or renewal of a license
granted under the provisions of this section, for a
period of less than one year, shall be in the same
proportion to the prescribed license fee for one year
for the same kind of license as the period for which
the license is granted bears to one year plus an
additional sum of one shilling.

10. (1) From and after the commencement of the
Traffic Act Amendment Act, 1946,* and with opera-
tion retrospective to such commencement, the
provisions of this section shall apply and have effect
in relation to the issue of vehicle licenses in every
district and subdistrict comprising the metropolitan
area, but shall have no operation in relation to the
issue of vehicle licenses outside the metropolitan
area.

(2) Every application for a license for a motor
vehicle shall be made to the Commissioner of Police
by or on behalf of the owner of the motor vehicle in
accordance with the regulations, and at the time of
making the application the fee for the license applied
for as prescribed by or under this Act shall be paid
to the Commissioner of Police.

(3) Upon application duly made and payment of
the fee as required by subsection (2) of this section
but subject to the provisions of this Act and of the
Motor Vehicle (Third Party Insurance) Act, 1943-
1945,+ the Commissioner of Police shall grant a
license for a period of three, six or twelve months,
at the option of the person applying for the license,
and shall assign a number to the vehicle.

(4) Application for a license for a vehicle which is
not licensed or for a vehicle for which the previous
license has expired for more than fifteen days prior
to the date of the application, may be made at any
time, and the license shall commence and have effect
from and including its date of issue.

* No. 48 of 1946.
+ Now Motor Vehicle (Third Party Insurance} Act, 1943-1954: See No, 36 of
1954, 8. 1 (3).
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(5) Application for a renewal of a license for a
vehicle already licensed may be made during the
month preceding the date on which the existing
license shall expire or within fifteen days of that
date, and the new license, when issued, shall com-
mence and have effect from and after the date of
expiry of the expired license. '

Provided that—

(Aa)

(a)

(b)

if an application is made for the renewal of
a license which has expired, the license
shall, if renewed within fifteen days of the
expiry date of the previous license, be
deemed to be a continuation of the previous
license, and to have had effect on and from
the day next succeeding the day upon which
the previous license expired;

when and as often as a license under this
section has expired, the holder of such
license shall, within fifteen days of such
expiry, return the number plates of such
vehicle to the Commissioner of Police; and
in default thereof such holder shall be
liable to pay to the Commissioner of Police
a fee which shall be the fee payable for a
license for three months or such lesser sum
as the Commissioner of Police may demand,
notwithstanding that such holder may not
have obtained such license or may have
ceased to be the owner of the vehicle; and

any fee payable by the holder of a license
under the provisions of proviso (a) of this
subsection may be recovered as a penalty
by complaint before any two justices of the
peace and may be added to any other pen-
alty imposed upon such holder in connec-
tion with the failure to license the vehicle;
but in no case shall the maximum penalty
be increased beyond the amount applicable
to the case under subsection (2) of section
five of this Act.
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(6) In respect of any motor vehicle for which
a license granted under this section shall have
expired, the Commissioner of Police may, on appli-
cation duly made for a further license for such
vehicle, and notwithstanding the provisions of the
preceding subsections of this section, grant a license
for such number of months or portions of months
not exceeding the period applied for as the Commis-
sioner of Police shall determine. The fee payable
for the license granted shall be such amount as bears
to the license fee for a license for twelve months
the same ratio as the period for which the license
is granted bears to a period of twelve months, and
the Commissioner of Police shall make any neces-
sary refund accordingly.

(7) On application by or on behalf of the owner of
two or more vehicles licensed under the provisions
of this section, the Commissioner of Police may issue
licenses in respect of all or any two or more of such
vehicles to expire on such date as the Comimissioner
may decide, and the license fee payable in respect
of each such vehicle shall be adjusted proportion-
ately to the license fee payable under this Act in
respect of each such vehicle respectively for a period
of twelve months.

(8) If a motor vehicle licensed under this section
has been previously licensed by the Commissioner of
Police, and the applicant for a subsequent license in
respect of the same vehicle so requests, the Commis-
stoner of Police shall assign to the motor vehicle on
being again licensed the number assigned to the
vehicle when previously licensed as aforesaid.

Provided that the Commissioner of Police may
refuse so to assign the latter number if more than
three months have elapsed between the expiration
of the previous license and the application for a
further license.

(9) Notwithstanding anything to the contrary
contained in section eleven of this Act or in the Third
Schedule to this Act, where any motor vehicle is
licensed under this section for any period less than
twelve months the fee payable for the license applied
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for and granted shall be such amount as bears fo
the license fee for a license for twelve months the
same ratio as the period for which the license is
granted bears to a period of twelve months, plus one
shilling.

Provided that such fee of one shiiling shall not be
payable in respect of licenses granted pursuant to
subsection (6) of this section.

(10) Notwithstanding anything to the contrary
-in this section, a license in respect of a road tractor,
semi-trailer, trailer or caravan may be granted for
a period of one month or two months from the date
on which the application is made, and when any
such license is granted, the fee for such license shall
be that proportion of the prescribed annual license
fee for a road tractor, semi-trailer, trailer or caravan,
as the case may be, that the period for which the
license is applied for bears to a full year.

(11) All acts, matters and things done or executed
and licenses issued by the Commissioner of Police
since the commencement of the Traffic Act Amend-
ment Act, 1946," but prior to the commencement of
the Traffic Act Amendment Act, 1947,” which if here-
after done, executed or issued in purported exercise
of any such power or authority as is mentioned in
this section, would be valid and lawful, shall be
deemed always to have been valid and lawiul, and
are hereby authorised, approved, ratified, confirmed
and validated accordingly.

11. (1) Fees shall be paid fo local authorities for
licenses as set out in the Third Schedule to this Act:

Provided that any vehicle license required for any
vehicle belonging to the Crown or to any local auth-
ority, or belonging to any fire brigades’ board or used
exclusively for purposes connected with protection
against fire or ambulance work, or for any vehicle
used solely on a farm or pasforal holding and not
on any road otherwise than in passing from one
portion of the farm or holding to another portion

1 No, 48 of 1946,

2 No, 24 of 1647.

«S. 7 (1) of No. 48 of 1946 was proclalmed to come into operation on 1st July,
1947 See Gazette dated 19th May, 1947, p. 875.
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thereof, such portions being separated only by a
road, or for any locomotive or traction engine or
machine or other vehicle used solely for ploughing,
reaping, threshing, or other agricultural purpose,
or any trailer constructed and used solely for carry-
ing any gas producer or other motive power produc-
ing plant for the driving or propelling of a motor
vehicle together with the fuel necessary for the same,
shall be granted without any fee being paid there-
for, but such exemption from fees shall not extend
tc locomotive and traction engines or machines
drawn or driven over roads from farm to farm for
use, for hire or reward.

Provided also that any minister of religion shall be
entitled to obtain free of charge a license for one
vehicle owned and used by him.

Provided also that a local authority may, in excep-
tional circumstances, and with the approval of the
Minister, grant a license to the owner of a particular
vehicle therein mentioned without payment of the
prescribed fee, under and subject to such conditions,
if any, as may be stated in the license but if in the
opinion of the local authority which granted a
license for a vehicle without fee the vehicle is not
being used solely or mainly for the purpose men-
tioned in the first and second provisos to this sub-
section by reason of which the license was granted
without fee or the conditions as stated in the license
granted under this proviso are not being complied
with, the local authority may by notice in writing
sent to the holder of the license at his last known
place of abode revoke the license and the revocation
shall have effect unless and until the person to whom
the notice is sent pays the appropriate fee for a
license for the vehicle.

Provided further, that only one-half of the fee
payable, according to the scale in the Third
Schedule, shall be chargeable in any case in which
it is proved to the satisfaction of the licensing

authority—
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(1) that the license applied for is required for Apee™
a motor wagon, motor carrier, trailer, or %4
semi-trailer or any vehicle used for the
purpose of hauling such trailer or semi-
trailer which is owned by a person carrying
on the business of farming and/or grazing
on any farm or other land and will be used
during the currency of the license solely or
mainly for the carriage of the products of
or requisites for such business, or (if the
farm or land is north of the twenty-sixth
parallel of south latitude) between such
farm or land and the nearest shipping port;
provided the distance measured by the
length of existing roads to such port is less
than the distance measured by the length
of existing roads to the nearest station or
siding; or

(ii) that the license is required for a motor
vehicle which is owned by a bona fide pros-
pector, and which will be used by such
person during the currency of the license,
solely or mainly in connection with his
occupation of prospecting; or

(iii) that the license is required for a motor
vehicle which is owned by a bona fide
sandalwood puller and which will be used
by such person during the currency of the
license solely or mainly in connection with
the occupation of sandalwooding; or

(iv) that the license is required for a motor
vehicle which is owned by a bona fide kan-
garoo-hunter, and which is used by such
person during the currency of the license
solely or mainly in connection with the
occupation of kangaroo-hunting;

(v) that the license is required for a motor 2. %,

vehicle which is owned by a person who— 32%%

(a) is a beekeeper within the meaning
of the Bees Act, 1930-1950; and
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(b) is bona fide engaged in the keeping
of bees substantially as a means of
livelihood;

and which is used by such person during
the currency of the license solely or mainly
in connection with the occupation of bee-
keeping;
but if in the opinion of the local authority any such
vehicle is not being used solely or mainly for any
one of the purposes specified in paragraphs (i), (ii),
(iii) or (v) of this proviso the local authority may
by notice in writing sent to the owner at his last
known place of abode revoke the license: such revo-
cation shall have effect unless and until the remain-
ing half of the license fee is paid to the local
authority.

(2) If any vehicle is found on any road loaded in
excess of the load capacity used in the computation
of the license fee the owner shall be guilty of an
offence against this Act and liable to a penalty not
exceeding twenty pounds.

The court shall order the owner of the vehicle to
pay the difference between the license fee already
paid on the vehicle and the greater license fee which
would have been payable if the vehicle had been
originally licensed to carry a load equal to that which
is found on the vehicle or to carry such load as is
based on the reasonable carrying capacity of the
vehicle whichever is the less.

The difference in fees shall be recoverable in the
same manner as the license fee, and the court shall
make an order for the payment thereof accordingly
and add the same to any penalty imposed by the
court on the owner in respect of the loading of the
vehicle in excess of the load on which the original
license fee was based or in respect of the overloading
of the vehicle.

(2a) Where a license is issued pursuant to the
provisions of this Act and the fees paid in respect
of the license are subsequently found to be either
in excess of or less than the fees which are properly
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payable in respect of the license, the local authority
which issued the license—

(a) shall forthwith upon demand refund the
amount of the excess to the person to whom
the license was issued;

(b) may recover the deficiency in a court of
competent jurisdiction from the person fo
whom the license was issued, if that person
fails to pay the deficiency to the local
authority within seven days after the
amount of the deficiency has been
demanded in writing from him.

(3) (a) Notwithstanding the provisions of sub-
section (1) of this section, if, by or under any law
made aiter the commencement of the Traffic Act
Amendment Act, 1948, and having effect in the State,
the quantity of motor spirit available or allowed for
or for use in any or certain vehicles shall be reduced,
the Governor, by Order in Council made prior to
the first day of July, 1949, and published in the
Gazetle, may, in respect of any vehicle or class or
type of vehicle specified in the Order in Council
and in respect of any period or periods therein
specified, reduce by a percentage not exceeding
twenty-five per centum the amount of any license
fee payable under this Act, and may fix different
percentages and periods as aforesaid for or in rela-
tion to different vehicles or different classes or types
of vehicles.

(b) The Governor may, by any subsequent Order
in Council published as aforesaid, revoke or vary
any Order in Council under this subsection.

{¢) Any Order in Council made under this
subsection shall, on publication as aforesaid or from
such later date as may be fixed by the Order in
Council, have effect according to its tenor.

{(d) In this subsection the term “motor spirit”
means liquid petroleum products or similar hydro-
carbons distilling completely below 225° C. and
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suitable for use as fuel in internal combustion
engines, and includes motor benzole and power
alcohol.

12. (1) The local authority of any district which
has, after the commencement of the Traffic Act
Amendment Act, 1950, received any vehicle or other
license fee for a vehicle shall, if the license has been
substantially exercised in any other one particular
district, pay a fair proportion of such fee on demand
to the local authority of such Iast-mentioned
district.

(2) If any dispute shall arise between any local
authority which has issued any such license and any
other local authority in any such particular district
as to whether the license has been substantially
exercised in such last-mentioned district or as to a
fair proportion of the fee to be paid to the local
authority of such last-mentioned district the same
shall be tried and determined by a police or resident
magistrate in the prescribed manner.

(3) (a) In this subsection “mileage” means mile-
age travelled during the period for which the license
was issued.

(b) The amount of the fair proportion of the fee
payable to the local authority of such last-mentioned
district, shall bear the same ratio to the amount of
the whole fee, as the mileage travelled by the vehicle
on roads wholly maintained by that local authority
bears to the total of the mileage so travelled on those
roads plus the mileage travelled by the vehicle on
roads wholly maintained by the local authority
which has received the fee.
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(¢) There shall be excluded from the computation
of the mileage referred to in the last preceding
paragraph, the mileage travelled by the vehicle on—

(i) roads maintained by the Commissioner of
Main Roads pursuant to the provisions of
the Main Roads Act, 1930-1939*, with the
exception of roads so maintained pursuant
to the provisions of section twenty-seven
of that Act; and

(ii) roads, which are not wholly maintained by
the local authority of such last-mentioned
district, nor by the local authority, which
has received the fee.

(d) The provisions of this subsection apply only
in the case of a dispute between local authorities
whose districts are situate wholly or partly outside
the Metropolitan Area.

13. On the recommendation of the local authority
concerned the Minister may sanction a refund of
a fair proportion of the license fee paid under this

Act in respect of any vehicle in any circumstances s

which in the opinion of the Minister render it just
and convenient that a refund should be made.

14. (1) Notwithstanding anything hereinbefore
contained, the Commissioner of Police shall be the
licensing authority for every district and sub-district
comprised in the metropolitan area, and shall have
and may exercise therein such powers and discre-
tions (under this Act or any regulation) of or
concerning the issue and transfer of licenses and
the effecting of registrations as are in other districts
or sub-districts vested in the local authorities.

* Now Main Roads Act, 1930-1952: Bee No. 34 of 1952, 5. 1 (3).
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(2) All fees paid each year for licenses or transfers
of licenses or registrations in the metropolitan area
under this Act or any regulation—

(a)

(b)

shall be paid into the Treasury to the credit
of an account to be called the Metropolitan
Traffic Trust Account,

shall be chargeable with the costs of collec-
tion as certified by the Minister, and as to
one-half of the net balance of said fees, to
deduct therefrom the costs incurred by the
Minister under section eighty-six of the
Public Works Act, 1902,* in any financial
year in repairing the Perth-Fremantle road
from Ferdinand road to the North Fre-
mantle bridge; the roadway or decking
(exclusive of the tramway) of the Perth
causeway; the roadway or decking (exclu-
sive of the tramway) of the North Fre-
mantle bridge; that portion of road (known
as Guildford road) starting at the present
north-east boundary of the City of Perth
and proceeding thence along roads Nos.
1448 and 2 to Johnson street, along John-
son street to James street, along James
street to Meadow street, along Meadow
street to Swan street, along Swan street
to Terrace road, along Terrace road to York
road (No. 28), along York road (No. 28)
to the present eastern boundary of the
metropolitan area; that portion of Guild-
ford road from the intersection of Lord
street and Walcott street, Mount Lawley,
to Johnson Street, Guildford; that portion
of the Perth-Albany road (No. 122) from
the present boundary of the City of Perth
to the junction with the Bunbury road at
the Old Narrogin inn; and that portion of
road (known as Canning road No. 124 and
Lower Canning road Nos. 780 and 9) from
the present boundary of the City of Perth
to the eastern boundary of the municipality
of East Fremantle.

+ Now Public Works Act, 1902-1954: See No. 3 of 1954, 5. 1 (3).
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(¢) The remaining half of the net balance of
the said fees shall, together with any
moneys remaining unexpended out of the
said first-mentioned half of the net balance
of the said fees, be annually paid to and
divided amongst the local authorities of the
districts and sub-districts comprised in the
metropolitan area and the Board controlling
Reserve A1720 (the King’s Park), in such
shares and proportions as the Minister may
determine.*

(2a) The Minister may, from time to time, approve
of the provision and maintenance, in the metropoli-
tan area, of such lights and signs for the direction
of traffic as he thinks fit, and may authorise pay-
ment, not exceeding twenty thousand pounds in
any one year, for their provision and maintenance
out of the one-half of the net balance mentioned
in paragraph (b) of subsection (2) of this section,
and may cancel, or, from time to time, vary an
approval or authorisation given by him under this
subsection.

(2b) Where under subsection (2a) of this section
the Minister has approved of the provision and
maintenance of lights and signs for the direction
of traffic and has authorised payment in any one
year for their provision and maintenance, if the
amount s0 authorised for the payment has not been
expended in that year, the unexpended balance
of that amount may, to the extent that it is not
affected by a cancellation or variation made under
that subsection of the approval or authorisation, be
expended in the provision and maintenance of those
lights and signs at any time after the expiration
of that year.

(3) The warrant of the Minister shall be sufficient *
authority to the Treasurer to make any payment

provided for by this section.

* The first paragraph ot sectlon 8 of the amending Act, No. 22 of 1926,
enacts that section 13 of the principal Act 1s amended by adding to paragraph
{¢) of subsection 2 the words “and if so required by the Governor shall be
expended on specified roads.”

By the second paragrabh of sectlon § of the same amending Act, paragraph
(¢) of subsection 2 of section 13 of the principal Act is repealed and & new
paragraph (c) inserted.
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(4) The metropolitan area shall be prescribed by
regulation.

(5) If money is appropriated by Parliament for
the construction, reconstruction, improvement, or
widening of any main road within the metropolitan
area which is not within the scope of the Federal Aid
Roads Agreement Act, 1926, an amount sufficient
to provide for interest and sinking fund on one-half
of the amount so appropriated (but not to exceed
nine per centum) shall be charged annually against
the said one-half of the net balance of said fees, so
far as the same shall be available after providing
for the deductions aforesaid.

Provided that the sum to be charged as aforesaid
shall not exceed in any year one-fifth of the net
amount available for distribution under paragraph
(c¢) of subsection (2).

15. (1) Except as hereinafter provided it shall
not be competent for a local authority to refuse to
grant any license under this Part of this Act, in
respect of any vehicle, to an applicant tendering the
proper fee or not bound to pay any fee, unless—

(a) the vehicle is unfit to be used or driven on
a road; or

{b) the vehicle is unfit for the purpose for which
the license is desired; or

(c) the vehicle is not constructed and equipped
in conformity with the provisions of this
Act; or

(d) the license applied for is not one that is
appropriate to the vehicle; or

(e) two convictions for offences against this

Act have been obtained against the appli-
cant during the preceding twelve months;
or :

(f) in the case of an application for a passengér
vehicle or a carrier’s license, the applicant
is of bad repute, or is not a fit and proper
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person to be the holder of such a license,
or, in the opinion of the local authority, the
reasonable requirements of the public do
not justify the granting of the license.

Provided that this section is subject to the provi-
sions of section forty-eight relating to omnibuses.

(2) If in the opinion of the local authority any
motor vehicle for which a license to carry passengers
is held is so out of repair as to be unfit for use on a
road, the local authority may, by complaint and
summons in a court of summary jurisdiction, require
the licensee to show cause why his license should
not be cancelled, and the court may cancel the
license, or suspend the license until the vehicle is
repaired to the satisfaction of the court:

A license so suspended shall, during the period
of suspension, be of no effect.

16. (1) If any person to whom a license in respect
of a vehicle has been granted in any district shall
cease to be the owner of the licensed vehicle, the
licensing inspector or licensing officer of the district
shall, on payment of the prescribed fee by the person
who has become owner of the vehicle, indorse on the
license a transfer thereof to him, and that person
shall thereupon become the licensee.

(2) No such transfer shall be made to any person
other than the executor or administrator of the
licensee unless the inspector or officer is satisfied
that the licensee or his executor or administrator
has received notice of the application, provided that
such notice may be dispensed with in the prescribed
cases.

(3) An application for a transfer may be refused
for any reason for which an application for a license
by the same person for the same vehicle might be
refused.
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17. (1) If a conviction for an offence against this
Act shall be recorded or pronounced against the
holder of a license granted under this Part during
the currency of the license, then the justices before
whom the licensee is convicted may, in lieu of or in
addition to any other penalty provided by law which
they may see fit to impose, order that the license
be cancelled and the same shall thereupon become
void.

(2) When any license has been so cancelled, the
licensee shall be disqualified during the pericd for
which the license was granted from obtaining a
license under this Part in respect of any vehicle of
the kind for which the forfeited license was granted.

18. (1) There shall be an appeal to a court of
petty sessions, whose order shall be final, in any case
where a license, or a transfer of a license, under this
Part of this Act is refused.

(2) On the hearing of the appeal the court may
order that the license shall be granted, or may dis-
miss the appeal, and may order either party to the
appeal to pay such costs as in its discretion the court
may think fit.

19. Notwithstanding anything hereinbefore con-
tained,—

(a) a person shall not be liable to a penalty
under section five in respect of any vehicle
if he proves that he has had no reasonable
opportunity of obtaining a license for the
vehicle, and that the same is being driven
on a road direct to the office of the local
authority for the purpose of obtaining a
license; or that the vehicle is being driven
or towed on a road in the course of a journey
to a repairer for the purpose of the vehicle
being repaired,

Provided that—

(i) this paragraph shall not apply
where the vehicle is being driven
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on a road within the district of one
local authority for the purpose of
obtaining a license therefor from
another local authority, unless the
owner of the vehicle has obtained
from the local authority in whose
district the journey on which the
vehicle is being driven commences
a permit to drive the vehicle on
such journey for the purpose afore-
said; and

(ii) this paragraph shall not apply
where the vehicle is being driven
or towed on a road in course of a
journey to a repairer for the pur-
pose of the vehicle being repaired,
unless the owner of the vehicle has
obtained from the local authority,
in whose district the journey on
which the vehicle is being driven
or towed, commences, a permit for
the vehicle to be driven or towed
upon the journey for that purpose;

(iii) every local authority shall have
power to issue permits under and
for the purposes referred to in
paragraphs (i) and (ii) of this pro-
viso in the prescribed form,;

(b) the local authority of any district in which

the business premises of any manufacturer
of or dealer in motor vehicles are situated
may, on payment of such annual fee not
exceeding five pounds as may be prescribed,
assign annually to that manufacturer or
dealer a general identification disc or tablet
which may be used for any motor vehicle on
trial after completion or on frial by an
intending purchaser, and a person shall not
be liable to a penalty under section five
while so using the vehicle if the disc or
tablet so assigned is fixed upon the vehicle
in the prescribed manner, provided that any

29

Ingerted by
Mo, 29 of
1949, 8. 5 (h}.

Inserted by
No. 16 of
1041,8. 5.



30

As amended
by No.39 of
1935, 8. 10,

inserted as
8. 18A by
No. 20 of

8. 191n

1935 reprint
and . 20 in
1950 reprint.

8, 201n

1935 reprint
anda 21in
1950 reprint.

Traffic.

such disc or tablet heretofore assigned by
any local authority to a manufacturer or
dealer shall, whilst the period for which it
was assigned is unexpired, be deemed to
have been assigned under this Act:

Provided that no disc or tablet issued to
a manufacturer or a dealer shall be used on
a Sunday or on a public holiday without
the permission in writing of the local
authority by which the plates were issued.

20. (1) Every licensing authority shall keep a
register of vehicle licenses, and enter therein as
prescribed particulars of every vehicle license issued
by such authority,; and shall upon payment of the
prescribed fee issue to every applicant for a vehicle
license a certificate of such registration of such
license.

(2) A certificate of registration shall have effect
only whilst the license in respect of which it is issued
remains in operation.

(3) Every owner of a licensed vehicle shall at all
times whilst the license for such vehicle remains
in operation affix and keep affixed to the vehicle the
certificate of registration issued to him under this
section by such means in such manner and in such
place in the vehicle as may be prescribed.

21. Any person who drives or cguses or permits
to be driven upon any road a vehicle—

(a) not having the proper certificate of registra-
tion as required by section twenty of this
Act affixed thereto; or

(b) not having such certificate of registration
properly affixed thereto; or

(c) having such certificate of registration
obscured so that the same is not clearly
visible; or
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(d) having such certificate of registration
obliterated by any material; or

(e) having such certificate of registration so
damaged that the same is not completely
and distinctly visible,

shall be guilty of an offence under this Act.

Penalty: Twenty pounds.

{NOTE: S.19
as enacied
by No. 60 of
1819 was
repealed by
No. 22 of
1926, 5. 11.]

PART III..—TRAFFIC INSPECTORS.

22. (1) In each district there shall be a traffic ITrfc
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(2) Every such inspector—

(a) may by virtue of his office, and without pem (o
receiving express authority from the local fo)iaisse
authority institute and carry on any pro- ***
ceedings against any person for any alleged
offence against this Act or any breach of
the regulations thereunder;

(b) may exercise all such powers and shall per- Ea%.(
form all such duties as are vested or imposed (8% rins.
in or upon him by this Act;

(c¢) shall be reimbursed out of the ordinary iamice
revenue of the local authority all costs and (2™
expenses which he may incur or be put to
in or about the premises;

(d) may be dismissed from office by the local [aniid
authority. mne
(2)—84021
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(3) The power to appoint an inspector includes
the power to appoint assistant inspectors.

(4) It shall be the duty of every police officer fo
aid and assist inspectors in the exercise and dis-
charge of their powers and duties, and members of
the police force may exercise such powers and shall
perform such duties of inspectors (except the grant-
ing or transfer of licenses or the effecting of regis-
trations) as the Commissioner of Police may by
general or special order published in the Gazette
think fit for the time being to vest in or impose upon
them.

(5) Every such member of the police force and
every such inspector may exercise all such powers
and shall perform all such duties as are vested or
imposed in or upon him by this Act in respect of
any road open to public traffic, notwithstanding that
such road may be on Government or private pro-

perty.

(6) The Minister may appoint any person to be
an inspector who shall, in respect of any road to
which his appointment extends, have such powers
and perform such duties of an inspector as the
Minister may from time to time direct.

(T) The local authority may review any action or
decision of any inspector (not being a police officer
or an inspector appointed by the Minister) in its
district, and the Minister may review any act or
decision of any inspector appointed by him.

(8) Every inspector appointed under this Act or
the regulations thereunder (not being a member
of the police force) shall be furnished with the pre-
scribed certificate of his appointment, and shall pro-
duce such certificate whenever required so to do
by any person in respect of whom he has exercised
or is about to exercise any of his powers under this
Act.

Penalty: Five pounds.

Provided that within the metropolitan area the
regulation and control of traffic shall, subject to the
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next following proviso, be administered solely by the
Commissioner of Police and the members of the
police force; such area to be defined by regulation:

Provided also that the Minister may appoint
officers of the Main Roads Board to regulate and
control traffic within the metropolitan area, on roads
under construction or maintained by the said Board
under the provisions of the Main Roads Act, 1925.*

22A. (1) The local authorities of two or more
districts may and if required by the Minister shall
join in the appointment and remuneration of an

inspector or inspectors for their districts or part of s

their districts which are situated wholly or partly
outside the Metropolitan Area.

(2) Where the local authorities of two or more
districts fail when required by the Minister, to join
in the appointment and remuneration of an
inspector or inspectors as provided in the last pre-
ceding subsection the Minister may, with the
approval of the Governor—

(a) appoint an inspector or inspectors for the
local authorities;

(b) fix his or their remuneration and the pro-
portional part of the remuneration to be
paid by the local authorities; and

(¢) determine which of the local authorities is
responsible for the keeping of the accounts
and records relating to the appointment of
the inspector or inspectors and the carry-
ing out of his or their duties under the
provisions of this Act.

(3) An appointment made by the Minister under
the provisions of subsection (2) of this section shall
continue during the pleasure of the Minister or
unless and until the local authorities acting pur-
suant to the provisions of subsection (1) of this
section join in the appointment and remuneration
of an inspector or inspectors.

* See now Maln Roads Act, 1930-1952: No, 34 of 1852 s. 1 (3},
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(4) (a) While the appointment of an inspector
made by the Minister continues, the Minister may
at any time and from time to time vary both the
remuneration to be paid to the inspector and also
the proportional part of the remuneration to be paid
by each of the local authorities.

(b) The amount of remuneration fixed by the
Minister, whether so varied from time to time or not,
is a charge upon the general revenue of the local
authority in accordance with the proportional part
of the remuneration to be paid by it as fixed by the
Minister.

(¢) Where the local authority defaults in the
payment of the remuneration or proportional part
of it as the case may be the inspector to whom the
payment is due may, subject to the right of contribu-
tion between the local authorities concerned, recover
in a court of competent jurisdiction the amount due
to him from the local authority.

(b) The provisions of subsection (2) of section
twenty-two of this Act apply to any inspector
appointed under the provisions of this section.

PART IV.—REGULATION OF TRAFFIC.

Division 1.—Motor and other Vehicles.

23. (1) The Commissioner of Police and any
member of the police force acting with his authority
may, subject to this Act, on the application of any
person, grant and issue a license or renewal of a
license to such person to drive any motor vehicle
of the kind or kinds to be therein specified or act
as conductor of an omnibus or other passenger
vehicle:
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Provided that no license or renewal of the license
shall be granted until the applicant has proved to
the reasonable satisfaction of an examiner, to be
appointed by the Commissioner of Police, that the
applicant is qualified to drive a motor vehicle of
the kind for which the license is required or act as
a conductor of an omnibus or other passenger
vehicle, as the case may be.

Provided also that, where any application is made
for a license or renewal of a license to drive an
omnibus or other passenger vehicle, the examiner
referred to in the next preceding proviso to this
subsection shall, in addition to any other examina-
tion conducted in accordance with the provisions
of the said next preceding proviso, satisfy himself,
by means of the special tests (if any) prescribed
by regulations made under section forty-seven of
this Act, that the applicant is qualified to drive the
particular type of omnibus or other passenger
vehicle in respect of which the license or renewal
of a license is applied for.

Provided also that, where an application is made
for a license or renewal of a license to act as a con-
ductor of an omnibus or other passenger vehicle,
the applicant shall establish, in accordance with the
regulations, that he is a fit and proper person to
hold the license.

Provided further that in the case of an application
for a license or renewal of a license to drive a
passenger vehicle or act as conductor of an omnibus
or other passenger vehicle, but subject to the right
of appeal mentioned in subsection (5) of this section,
the Commissioner of Police may from time to time,
by notice in writing disclosing his reasons, refuse
to grant a driver’s license or a license to act as con-
ductor of an omnibus or other passenger vehicle or
any renewal of either license as the case may be to
the applicant, or suspend or cancel any such driver’s
license or a license to act as conductor of an omnibus
or other passenger vehicle after its issue.
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(2) The following fees are payable—

license or renewal thereof to drive a motor
vehicle not being a passenger vehicle, ten
shillings per annum;

license or renewal thereof to drive a motor
vehicle being a passenger vehicle, five
shillings per annum;

conductor’s license or renewal thereof, five
shillings per annum,

(3) Every license under this section shall, subject
to the provisions of this Act, remain in force for
twelve months from the date upon which it was
issued and may from time to time be renewed as

- provided in this section.

Provided that, in respect of any license under this
section which may be granted and issued during
the year one thousand nine hundred and forty-seven,
the license shall remain in force for such number
of months not being less than six nor more than
eighteen as the Commissioner of Police or member
of Police Force granting the same shall determine
and shall specify in the license issued.

(4) Every applicant for a driver’s license or a
license to act as conductor of an omnibus or other
passenger vehicle or any renewal of either license
as the case may be may be required by regulation
to submit himself to a sight and hearing test, and
in the case of an application for a license to drive
a passenger vehicle or to act as conductor of an
omnibus or other passenger vehicle or any renewal
of either license as the case may be, to such medical
examination as may be prescribed and every appli-
cant shall establish his age and good character as
required by the regulations.

(5) Any person aggrieved by the suspension or
cancellation of, or by the refusal of the Commis-
sioner of Police or any member of the Police Force
acting with his authority to grant and issue to such
person a license or renewal of the license under this
section may, subject to regulations, appeal against
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such suspension, cancellation or refusal to the resi-
dent magistrate exercising jurisdiction under the
Local Courts Act, 1904-1931,* in the district in which
such license or renewal of the license was issued in
the case of suspension or cancellation or was applied
for and refused as the case may be, and such resident
magistrate shall, by virtue of this section but subject
to section thirty-three of this Act, have jurisdiction
to hear and determine such appeal, and to make such
order in relation thereto as he may think fit; and any
such order shall be final and conclusive and binding
upon all parties concerned.

(6) (a) An application for a renewal of a license
may be made at any time within the period of thirty
days before the date on which the license expires or
subject to the provisions of this Act at any time
within twelve months after the date of expiry.

(b) Where the holder of a license does not intend
to renew it he shall notify in writing the Commis-
sioner of Police of his intention at any time not later
than fifteen days after the date of expiry of the
license. '

(¢) Except as provided in the next succeeding
paragraph where the holder of a license fails to renew
it prior to the date of its expiry, if the holder subse-
quently applies for a renewal of the license within
a period of twelve months from the date of expiry
and the application is granted the renewal shall be
deemed to be a continuation of the expired license
as from the date of the renewal and shall operate
for a period expiring twelve months from the date
of expiration of the license for which the renewal
is granted.

(d) Where the holder of a license notifies the
Commissioner that he does not intend to renew the
license as provided in paragraph (b) of this sub-
section and he subsequently makes an application
for a renewal of the license, or where an application
for renewal is made after a period of twelve months
from the expiry of a license, if the application is

* Now Local Courts Act, 1904-1954: See No. 26 of 1954, &. 1 (3).
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granted, notwithstanding the expiration of the
license the granting of the application shall operate
S0 as to renew the license and shall be deemed to be
a continuation thereof on and from the date of the
renewal for a period of twelve months, but if the
application is made more than twelve months after
the date of the expiration of the license, in addition
to the test and examination referred to in subsection
(4) of this section, the Commissioner of Police may
require the applicant to submit himself to such test
or examination as the Commissioner considers in
the circumstances of the case to be appropriate.

() When and as often as a license is renewed
under the provisions of this section, the Commis-
sioner of Police may cause to be endorsed on the
license so renewed particulars of any conviction or
order made by any court under the provisions of
sections thirty-two and thirty-three of this Act
relating to the license or the holder of the license.

24. (1) The Commissioner of Police may in his
discretion refuse to grant and issue any license, or
suspend any license issued under the preceding
section to any person whom he suspects on reason-
able grounds to be unfit to hold such license on
account of habitual addiction to alcoholic drink or
drugs to such an extent as to render such person
a danger to public safety when in control of a motor
vehicle on the road or mental incapacity or physical
disability pending an examination of the person
concerned by a medical practitioner approved by
the Commissioner, or if the Commissioner of Police
is of opinion that the person is not of good character
or the prescribed age or whose license to drive a
motor vehicle is suspended or has been cancelled or
who is otherwise disqualified from holding or obtain-
ing a license to drive a motor vehicle in any other
State or territory of the Commonwealth,

(2) If the report of the medical practitioner is to
the effect that the person concerned is unfit to hold
the license on account of habitual addiction to
alcoholic drink or drugs to such an extent as to
render such person a danger to public safety when
in control of a motor vehicle on the road or mental
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or physical disability or the Commissioner of Police
is of opinion that the person concerned is not of
good character or the prescribed age, the Commis-
sioner of Police shall, where a license has been
applied for, refuse the issue and grant of the license,
and where a license has already been granted and
issued, it shall become void but otherwise shall con-
tinue in force.

(3) Any person aggrieved by the decision of any
such medical practitioner concerning mental in-
capacity or physical disability or the opinion of the
Commissioner of Police concerning age or character
and where a license has been applied for, the conse-
quent refusal of the grant and issue of the license, or,
where the license has already been issued, the conse-
quent voiding of a license issued to him under the
preceding section may, subject to regulations, appeal
to the resident or stipendiary magistrate exercising
jurisdiction under the Local Courts Act, 1904-1931,*
in the district in which such license was applied for
or was already issued, as the case may be, and such
magistrate shall by virtue of this section have juris-
diction to hear and determine such appeal and to
make such order in relation thereto as he shall think
fit. Any such order shall be final and conclusive
upon all parties concerned.

(4) The provisions of this section are in addition
to and not in derogation of those of the last pre-
ceding section.

24A. (1) In this section—

“extraordinary license” means a license author-
ising, in unusual circumstances, the holder
to drive motor vehicles on roads so as to
avoid unnecessary hardship and incon-
venience which otherwise would result from
denial of authority to do so.

(2) The Commissioner of Police and any member
of the Police Force acting with his authority may,
in accordance with the regulations, grant applica-
tions for, issue, suspend, and cancel, extraordinary
licenses.

* Now Local Courts Act, 1904-1954: See No. 28 of 1954, 8. 1 {3}.
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(3) An extraordinary license may limit the hours
and locality in which the holder is authorised to
drive, and limit the authority of the holder to drive
any vehicle or vehicle of a class of vehicles, and may
impose other conditions subject to the observance
of which the authority to drive on roads pursuant
to the license may be exercised.

(4) Regulations giving effect to this section shall
not be regarded as invalid on the ground that they
delegate to or confer on any person or any class of
persons a discretionary authority.

25. (1) No person shall—

(a) drive a motor vehicle on a road without
being duly licensed under this Division for
that purpose; or

(b) employ or permit any person not so licensed
to drive a moter vehicle on a road.

Penalty—For a first offence, twenty pounds; for
any subsequent offence, fifty pounds or imprison-
ment for three months and where a person commits
an offence by driving a motor vehicle on a road
without being so licensed and is not so licensed
because—

having applied for the license, the grant and
issue of the license has been refused; or
having held a license, the license has been
suspended or cancelled, or he has been disquali-
fied from obtaining the license;

the person may be arrested by any member of the
Police Force without warrant, and on conviction
of the offence, shall be liable to—

a fine of not more than one hundred pounds
or imprisonment for a term of not more than
twelve months,
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and shall be disqualified from holding such a license
for a period of not less than six months and not more
than two years as may be adjudged by the Court
from the date of the ofience.

Provided that the Commissioner of Police or any
member of the police force acting with his authority
may in his discretion issue on payment of a fee of
two shillings and siXpence, a learner’s permit for
any period not exceeding two months fo any person
who desires to learn to drive a motor vehicle. Such
permit may limit the hours and locality in which
the learner may drive the vehicle and may specify the
class of vehicle in respect of which the permit is
issued.

Provided also that—

(1) alearner’s permit shall not be issued to any
learner unless such learner, when applying
for the permit, satisfies the authority to
which the application for the learner’s
permit is made that the person who will
sit beside him when the learner is learning
to drive will be a person who has, for a
period of at least one year, been licensed to
drive the class of vehicle which the learner
will drive under the authority of the permit;
and

(ii) a learner shall not drive the motor vehicle
(not being a motor cycle) specified in the
learner’s permit held by him, on a road
unless, while he is so driving, a person who
has, for a period of at least one year, been
licensed to drive the class of vehicle speci-
fied in the said permit sits beside the
learner.

(2) No person to whom a learner’s permit has
been issued shall drive a motor vehicle on a road
otherwise than in accordance with the conditions
of the permit, and every person who is instructing
the learner to drive shall conform to the conditions
of the permit.

Penalty—Ten pounds.
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26. (1) Any driver of a vehicle who when
required by a member of the police force or an
inspector to state his name and place of abode
refuses to do so, or states a false name or place
of abode, or refuses or fails to stop his vehicle when
called upon to do so by a member of the police force
or an inspector commits an offence against this Act.

Penalty—Twenty pounds.

(2) Any driver of a vehicle who when required
by any member of the police force or an inspector
does not produce his driver’s license on demand
commits an offence against this Act, and shall be
liable to a penalty not exceeding ten pounds: pro-
vided that it shall not be an offence if the driver
subsequently produces such license within three
days after such demand to the officer in charge
of the police station nearest {o the place where he
resides.

(3) Any person who was present at the scene of
any accident in which a vehicle was involved, and
who, in the opinion of a member of the police force
or of an inspector, may be able to give information
or evidence in relation to such accident, shall, if
requested so to do by such member of the police
force or by such inspector, furnish to him particulars
of his name and place of abode, and if any such
person refuses to furnish any such particulars when
requested so to do as aforesaid, or furnishes particu-
lars of his name or place of abode which are false
or untrue he shall be guilty of an offence.

Penalty—Ten pounds.

27. (1) Any person who drives or causes or
permits to be driven upon any road a vehicle—

(a) not having the number plates properly
affixed thereto; or
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(b) having the number plates obscured so that ¥Sx. .5
the number or letter and number upon o liof

such plates are not clearly visible; or 1915.2.31

(¢) having the original number or letter and
number upon the number plates obliterated
by any material; or

{d) having the number of plates so damaged
that the original number or letter and
number are not completely and distinctly
visible,

shall be guilty of an offence under this Act.

Penalty—Ten pounds.

(2) No person shall be liable to a penalty for any
breach of this section if he proves to the satisfaction
of the court hearing the case that such breach was
the result of an accident.

(3) “Number plate” means the identification
tablet or number plate issued by a local authority
on the licensing of a vehicle.

28. (1) No driver of any motor vehicle shall pass ot vehiete
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has been damaged, or to a member of the police
force, or an inspector, or to any person representing
a person who has been injured, or the owner of any
property which has been damaged.

Any person convicted under this subsection of an
offence of which the failing to stop immediately
after the occurrence of any accident by reason
whereof any person is injured, is an ingredient, shall
be liable to imprisonment for a term not less than
three months nor exceeding twelve months.

Provided that if the Court shall be satisfied that
the person convicted was not aware of the occurrence
of the accident or if in the opinion of the Court
there are special reasons why a sentence of imprison-
ment should not be imposed the Court may in lieu
of imprisonment impose a fine not more than One
hundred pounds.

Any person convicted of any other offence under
this subsection shall be liable to a fine not exceeding
fifty pounds or for imprisonment for a term not
exceeding six months.

(2) If in the opinion of the court the offence is
of a serious nature the court may make an order in
all or any of the following terms:—

(a) that any license held by the offender be
cancelled or suspended,

(b) that the offender be disqualified from hold-
ing any kind of driver’s license under this
Act during such period as the court orders.

(3) In addition to the obligations set out in sub-
section (1) it shall be the duty of any person, who
in the course of using a vehicle on a road has caused
injury to another person, to render such person all
such assistance as may be necessary or practicable
under the circumstances, including the obtaining of
medical aid, and any person who refuses or neglects
to render such assistance and obtain such aid shall
be guilty of an offence against this Act.

Penalty Fifty pounds; and, if in the opinion of
the court the ofiender has shown a callous disregard
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for the injured person, the court shall in addition
impose a sentence of imprisonment for a term not
exceeding twelve months.

30. Where, in the course of the use of any vehicle
on a road, an accident occurs whereby bodily injury
is caused to any person or damage is caused to any
property the driver or person in charge of such
vehicle shall (unless disabled by personal injury
himself) report the accident forthwith to the officer
in charge of the nearest police station or traffic
inspector of the district of the nearest local auth-
ority:

Provided that it shall be a sufficient compliance
with this section if a police officer or such traffic
inspector attends at the scene of the accident and
takes the necessary particulars of the accident.

Penalty—Twenty-five pounds.

31. (1) If any person drives a vehicle on a road
recklessly or negligently,