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Western Australia
Water Supply, Sewerage, and Drainage Act 1912 
An Act with respect to the designation of the Minister administering certain Acts relating to water supply, sewerage, drainage, and irrigation as a body corporate for the purposes of those Acts and for related purposes. 
	[Long title inserted by No. 64 of 1981 s. 2; amended by No. 25 of 1985 s. 22.] 
[bookmark: _Toc411832185][bookmark: _Toc26678311][bookmark: _Toc158090457]1.	Short title 
		This Act may be cited as the Water Supply, Sewerage, and Drainage Act 1912 1.
[bookmark: _Toc411832186][bookmark: _Toc26678312][bookmark: _Toc158090458]2.	Minister to be body corporate 
	(1)	For the purposes of the Acts mentioned in the Schedule the Minister administering those Acts shall be known under such designation as is conferred on him by the Governor under the Constitution Acts Amendment Act 1899 or the Alteration of Statutory Designations Act 1974, whichever applies and under that designation — 
	(a)	shall be a body corporate;
	(b)	shall have an official seal;
	(c)	may acquire, hold and dispose of real and personal property; and
	(d)	may sue and be sued in his corporate name.
	(2)	The Minister may, with the approval in writing of the Treasurer, borrow moneys for the purposes of any Act set out in Part II of the Schedule.
	(3)	An alteration of the designation of the Minister is hereby declared not to affect and never to have affected the corporate identity of the Minister and by force of this section the corporate identity of the Minister is continued under such designation as applies to him from time to time.
	(4)	In subsection (5) — 
	“commencement date” means the date on which the Water Supply, Sewerage, and Drainage Amendment and Validation Act 1981 came into operation 2;
	“department” means a department of the Government, under whatever designation, assisting the Minister with the administration of this Act;
	“relevant Act” has the same meaning as that term has in and for the purposes of the Water Agencies (Powers) Act 1984;
	“the body corporate” means the body corporate constituted under this Act.
	(5)	It is hereby declared that no act, matter, or thing done or purportedly done by reference to, under, by, or in relation to — 
	(a)	the Minister;
	(b)	the body corporate;
	(c)	a department, or an officer in a department,
		before the commencement date is or ever has been invalid by reason that the act, matter or thing was done by reference to, under, by, or in relation to — 
	(d)	the Minister;
	(e)	the body corporate;
	(f)	a department, or an officer in a department,
		under a designation other than the designation applicable under this Act in relation to — 
	(g)	the Minister;
	(h)	the body corporate;
	(i)	a department, or an officer in a department.
	[Section 2 inserted by No. 64 of 1981 s. 3; amended by No. 25 of 1985 s. 24; No. 73 of 1995 s. 162.] 
[3.	Repealed by No. 25 of 1985 s. 23.] 
[bookmark: _Toc411832187][bookmark: _Toc26678313][bookmark: _Toc158090459]4.	Lands and works vested in Minister 
	(1)	Lands acquired for or dedicated to the purposes of any of the Acts mentioned in the Schedule, and all water works, sewerage, drainage, and irrigation works constructed or in course of construction under any of the said Acts, or constructed by the Government and declared by the Governor to be subject to any of the said Acts, not being vested in the Commission or the Corporation, vest in the Minister administering the respective Act on behalf of the Crown in right of the State — 
	(a)	unless and until such lands and works to which the Acts mentioned in Part II of the Schedule apply are vested in a board; or
	(b)	on the dissolution of any board in which such lands and works may have been vested.
	(2)	Subject to the provisions of any relevant Act and of the Water Agencies (Powers) Act 1984, the Minister may exercise the powers and authorities, and shall have the immunities, conferred on a board by the Acts mentioned in Part II of the Schedule in respect of such works — 
	(a)	until the works are vested in a duly constituted board; and
	(b)	after the dissolution of the board in which the works may have been vested.
	[Section 4 amended by No. 25 of 1985 s. 25; No. 73 of 1995 s. 161 and 162.] 
[5.	Repealed by No. 64 of 1981 s. 5.] 
[6‑7.	Repealed by No. 25 of 1985 s. 23.] 
[bookmark: _Toc411832188][bookmark: _Toc26678314][bookmark: _Toc158090460]8.	Transfer of assets and liabilities on the dissolution of a board 
		Subject to section 4 of this Act and section 8 of the Water Agencies (Powers) Act 1984, on the dissolution of a board for any district or area under any of the Acts mentioned in the second part of the Schedule, all the property and assets of the board, and all rates, charges, and other moneys whatsoever due or accruing to the board, shall become vested in and be recoverable by the Minister, and all the liabilities of the board shall become the liabilities of the Minister.
	[Section 8 amended by No. 25 of 1985 s. 26; No. 73 of 1995 s. 162.] 
[bookmark: _Toc411832189][bookmark: _Toc26678315][bookmark: _Toc158090461]9.	Receipts and expenditure 
		Notwithstanding anything contained in the Acts mentioned in the Schedule to the contrary — 
	(a)	except as hereinafter provided, all moneys received by the Minister from rates, charges, rents, or otherwise howsoever under the said Acts (including all moneys in hand at the commencement of this Act) shall be credited to the Consolidated Account, or to an account at the Treasury to the credit of which such moneys may be lawfully paid; and
	(b)	except as hereinafter provided, all expenditure incurred by the Minister in the construction, maintenance, and management of the works under the said Acts shall be defrayed out of moneys to be appropriated by Parliament to the purposes of this Act.
	[Section 9 amended by No. 6 of 1993 s. 11; No. 49 of 1996 s. 64; No. 77 of 2006 s. 4.] 
[10.	Repealed by No. 25 of 1985 s. 23.] 
[bookmark: _Toc411832190][bookmark: _Toc26678316][bookmark: _Toc158090462]11.	Books to be kept 
		The Minister shall cause books to be provided and kept, and true and regular accounts to be entered therein — 
	(a)	of all moneys received and paid, and of all moneys owing to and by the Minister under the Acts administered by him, and of the several purposes for which such moneys are received and paid, and owing; and
	(b)	of all the assets and liabilities of the Minister under the said Acts.
[12‑14.	Repealed by No. 25 of 1985 s. 23.] 
[bookmark: _Toc411832191][bookmark: _Toc26678317][bookmark: _Toc158090463]15.	Books may be inspected 
		The books of the department assisting the Minister in the administration of this Act shall be open to the inspection of the Auditor General, and any person authorised by the Auditor General to inspect the same, and copies or extracts may be taken therefrom.
	[Section 15 amended by No. 64 of 1981 s. 6.] 
[bookmark: _Toc411832192][bookmark: _Toc26678318][bookmark: _Toc158090464]16.	Accounts to be balanced 
		The accounts of the department assisting the Minister in the administration of this Act shall be balanced every year on 30 June, or such other date as the Governor may prescribe.
	[Section 16 amended by No. 64 of 1981 s. 6.] 
[bookmark: _Toc411832193][bookmark: _Toc26678319][bookmark: _Toc158090465]17.	Accounts to be audited 
	(1)	The Minister shall, in every year, cause a full and true balance sheet of the assets and liabilities of the department assisting the Minister in the administration of this Act generally, and in respect of each undertaking, together with a profit and loss account, and such other statements as may be necessary, to be compiled from the books and submitted to the Auditor General for audit.
	(2)	The Auditor General shall certify that he has found the accounts in order, or otherwise, as the case may be; and whether, in his opinion, the accounts are properly drawn up so as to present a true and correct view of the transactions for the period under review as shown by the books; and all items of receipts and payments and all known liabilities and assets have been brought into account, and the value of all assets fairly stated.
	(3)	The Auditor General shall, in respect to such accounts, have all the powers conferred on him by the Audit Act 1904 3.
	[Section 17 amended by No. 64 of 1981 s. 6.] 
[18‑19.	Repealed by No. 25 of 1985 s. 23.] 
[bookmark: _Toc411832194][bookmark: _Toc26678320][bookmark: _Toc158090466]20.	Regulations 
		The Governor may make regulations for the purposes of this Act.
[21.	Repealed by No. 11 of 1913 s. 4.] 
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[bookmark: _Toc26678321][bookmark: _Toc156969217][bookmark: _Toc158090467]The Schedule
[bookmark: _Toc156969218][bookmark: _Toc158090468]Part I
[s. 2.]
	The Water Supply Act 1893 4 
[bookmark: _Toc156969219][bookmark: _Toc158090469]Part II 
[s. 2 and 4(2).]
	Rights in Water and Irrigation Act 1914
	Land Drainage Act 1925
	Water Boards Act 1904
	Country Areas Water Supply Act 1947
	Country Towns Sewerage Act 1948 
	[The Schedule amended by No. 8 of 1950 s. 3; No. 64 of 1981 s. 7.] 
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[bookmark: _Toc156969220][bookmark: _Toc158090470]Notes
1	This is a compilation of the Water Supply, Sewerage, and Drainage Act 1912 and includes the amendments made by the other written laws referred to in the following table 1a, 5.  The table also contains information about any reprint.
[bookmark: _Toc26678322][bookmark: _Toc158090471]Compilation table
	Short title
	Number and year
	Assent
	Commencement

	Water Supply, Sewerage, and Drainage Act 1912
	67 of 1912
	17 Dec 1912
	17 Dec 1912

	Water Supply, Sewerage, and Drainage Act Amendment Act 1913 s. 4
	11 of 1913
	8 Nov 1913
	8 Nov 1913

	Land Drainage Act 1925 s. 8 
	43 of 1925
	31 Dec 1925
	1 Jul 1926 (see s. 1 and Gazette 7 May 1926 p. 945)

	Water Supply, Sewerage and Drainage Act Amendment Act 1950
	8 of 1950
	15 Nov 1950
	15 Nov 1950

	Water Supply, Sewerage and Drainage Amendment and Validation Act 1981
	64 of 1981
	13 Oct 1981
	13 Oct 1981

	Acts Amendment and Repeal (Water Authorities) Act 1985 Pt. III
	25 of 1985
	6 May 1985
	1 Jul 1985 (see s. 2 and Gazette 7 Jun 1985 p. 1931)

	Financial Administration Legislation Amendment Act 1993 s. 11
	6 of 1993
	27 Aug 1993
	1 Jul 1993 (see s. 2(1))

	Water Agencies Restructure (Transitional and Consequential Provisions) Act 1995 Pt. 10
	73 of 1995
	27 Dec 1995
	1 Jan 1996 (see s. 2(2) and Gazette 29 Dec 1995 p. 6291)

	Financial Legislation Amendment Act 1996 s. 64
	49 of 1996
	25 Oct 1996
	25 Oct 1996 (see s. 2(1))

	Reprint of the Water Supply, Sewerage, and Drainage Act 1912 as at 22 Nov 2002 (includes amendments listed above)

	Financial Legislation Amendment and Repeal Act 2006 s. 4
	77 of 2006
	21 Dec 2006
	1 Feb 2007 (see s. 2(1) and Gazette 19 Jan 2007 p. 137)


1a	On the date as at which this compilation was prepared, provisions referred to in the following table had not come into operation and were therefore not included in this compilation.  For the text of the provisions see the endnotes referred to in the table.
[bookmark: _Toc7405065][bookmark: _Toc181500909][bookmark: _Toc186600528]Provisions that have not come into operation
	Short title
	Number and year
	Assent
	Commencement

	Water Resources Legislation Amendment Act 2007 s. 190 6
	38 of 2007
	21 Dec 2007
	To be proclaimed (see s. 2(2))


2	The Water Supply, Sewerage and Drainage Amendment and Validation Act 1981 came into operation on 13 October 1981.
3	Repealed by the Financial Administration and Audit Act 1985.
4	Repealed by the Statutes (Repeals and Minor Amendments) Act 1994.
[bookmark: _Toc114647045][bookmark: _Toc114887520][bookmark: _Toc115163876][bookmark: _Toc115166820][bookmark: _Toc115173176][bookmark: _Toc115242047][bookmark: _Toc115249320][bookmark: _Toc115250522][bookmark: _Toc115255753][bookmark: _Toc117496943][bookmark: _Toc117497236][bookmark: _Toc117500505][bookmark: _Toc117507111][bookmark: _Toc117586044][bookmark: _Toc117586744][bookmark: _Toc117592912][bookmark: _Toc117654202][bookmark: _Toc117668237][bookmark: _Toc117675204][bookmark: _Toc117917239][bookmark: _Toc117921992][bookmark: _Toc117934054][bookmark: _Toc117934589][bookmark: _Toc118023973][bookmark: _Toc120530324][bookmark: _Toc120598316][bookmark: _Toc120609087][bookmark: _Toc120614199][bookmark: _Toc120616803][bookmark: _Toc120694651][bookmark: _Toc120699715][bookmark: _Toc120943900][bookmark: _Toc120944732][bookmark: _Toc120962790][bookmark: _Toc121048663][bookmark: _Toc121135219][bookmark: _Toc121200863][bookmark: _Toc121201149][bookmark: _Toc121546636][bookmark: _Toc121564611][bookmark: _Toc122250345][bookmark: _Toc122256117][bookmark: _Toc122340261][bookmark: _Toc122340904][bookmark: _Toc122409561][bookmark: _Toc124073398][bookmark: _Toc124142412][bookmark: _Toc124149751][bookmark: _Toc124154782][bookmark: _Toc124236379][bookmark: _Toc124238223][bookmark: _Toc124238702][bookmark: _Toc124740283][bookmark: _Toc124821023][bookmark: _Toc124825291][bookmark: _Toc124849491][bookmark: _Toc124933498][bookmark: _Toc125172321][bookmark: _Toc125175455][bookmark: _Toc125185622][bookmark: _Toc125282634][bookmark: _Toc125454272][bookmark: _Toc126994077][bookmark: _Toc127009390][bookmark: _Toc127096095][bookmark: _Toc127182576][bookmark: _Toc127252839][bookmark: _Toc128288176][bookmark: _Toc128305862][bookmark: _Toc128824484][bookmark: _Toc128981059][bookmark: _Toc128981640][bookmark: _Toc130631867][bookmark: _Toc130638920][bookmark: _Toc130708626][bookmark: _Toc130709681][bookmark: _Toc130716706][bookmark: _Toc130717413][bookmark: _Toc130722581][bookmark: _Toc130724784][bookmark: _Toc130785444][bookmark: _Toc130795427][bookmark: _Toc130805914][bookmark: _Toc130807185][bookmark: _Toc130812035][bookmark: _Toc130872810][bookmark: _Toc130878785][bookmark: _Toc130897583][bookmark: _Toc131244732][bookmark: _Toc131330347][bookmark: _Toc131409102][bookmark: _Toc131415371][bookmark: _Toc131418510][bookmark: _Toc131476453][bookmark: _Toc131482780][bookmark: _Toc131494214][bookmark: _Toc131502667][bookmark: _Toc131565008][bookmark: _Toc131573404][bookmark: _Toc131582426][bookmark: _Toc131582741][bookmark: _Toc131585327][bookmark: _Toc131586098][bookmark: _Toc131741663][bookmark: _Toc131829118][bookmark: _Toc131845495][bookmark: _Toc131849635][bookmark: _Toc131905763][bookmark: _Toc131912112][bookmark: _Toc131934684][bookmark: _Toc132016049][bookmark: _Toc132018879][bookmark: _Toc132105359][bookmark: _Toc132190470][bookmark: _Toc132447076][bookmark: _Toc132451668][bookmark: _Toc132451983][bookmark: _Toc132454595][bookmark: _Toc132455855][bookmark: _Toc132535511][bookmark: _Toc132536216][bookmark: _Toc132536681][bookmark: _Toc132539827][bookmark: _Toc132596466][bookmark: _Toc132626347][bookmark: _Toc132705132][bookmark: _Toc132705532][bookmark: _Toc132706563][bookmark: _Toc132707250][bookmark: _Toc133119883][bookmark: _Toc133133092][bookmark: _Toc133639879][bookmark: _Toc133647922][bookmark: _Toc133652208][bookmark: _Toc133654696][bookmark: _Toc133663066][bookmark: _Toc133825752][bookmark: _Toc133835100][bookmark: _Toc133902829][bookmark: _Toc133922411][bookmark: _Toc133982114][bookmark: _Toc133982505][bookmark: _Toc133986024][bookmark: _Toc133986338][bookmark: _Toc133987098][bookmark: _Toc133987646][bookmark: _Toc133988531][bookmark: _Toc133998660][bookmark: _Toc134353637][bookmark: _Toc134353951][bookmark: _Toc134415907][bookmark: _Toc134507394][bookmark: _Toc134510015][bookmark: _Toc134583976][bookmark: _Toc134600461][bookmark: _Toc134606239][bookmark: _Toc134606597][bookmark: _Toc134872249][bookmark: _Toc135045146][bookmark: _Toc135106231][bookmark: _Toc135108979][bookmark: _Toc135113661][bookmark: _Toc135120376][bookmark: _Toc135120691][bookmark: _Toc138818124][bookmark: _Toc185732897][bookmark: _Toc185741079][bookmark: _Toc186515562][bookmark: _Toc186521815]5	The Water Resources Legislation Amendment Act 2007 Pt. 11 deals with certain transitional issues some of which may be relevant for this Act.
6	On the date as at which this compilation was prepared, the Water Resources Legislation Amendment Act 2007 s. 190 had not come into operation.  It reads as follows:
“
[bookmark: _Toc185741066][bookmark: _Toc186515549][bookmark: _Toc186521802]190.	The Water Supply, Sewerage, and Drainage Act 1912 repealed and savings provision
	(1)	The Water Supply, Sewerage, and Drainage Act 1912 is repealed.
	(2)	Despite the repeal of the Water Supply, Sewerage, and Drainage Act 1912, the effect of section 2(4) and (5) continues in respect of any act, matter or thing in respect of which those subsections had effect prior to their repeal.
”.
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